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CHAPTER LL 


Mn Introduction to Diforders of the Scull, the 
Brain, and its Membranes, arifing from 
external Caufes. - 


E internal furface of the Scull 
is in every part inveflted with a 
{trong Membrane of a Tendinous 
and Ligamentous Structure, com- 
pofed of two Lamine, or Coats; which Mem- 
brane is almoft univerfally known by the term 


Dura Mater. 


B | Tue 
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Tur external Lamina of the Dura Mater 
adheres to every internal part of the Scull; 
but to the upper part of the Scull, its adhefion 
is not fo firm as to the lower part of it. In 
young People the adhefion of the Dura Mater 
to the Scull is greater than it is in Adults. 

Tut Dura Maier detaches a great number 
of Filaments to the internal Surface of the 
Cranium, which penetrate the Pores of the 
Bones, principally at the Sutures; and by pafi- 
H ing through the Sutures, they form a commu- 
nication with the external Covering of the Scull, 
called Pericranium. 

Mosr of thefe elongated F oe of the Dura 
Mater are Blood Veflels; which. being rup- 
tured in feparating this Membrane from the 
internal parts of the Cranium, there appear great 
numbers of bloody Particles on the external 
- furface of the Dura Mater. - 

The internal Coat, or Lamina of he Dura 
Mater, is {mooth and polifhed ; and is lubricated 
with a kind of Lymph, as the iriternal Surfaces 
of the Pleura, the Pericardium, Peritoneum, 
and Tunice Vaginales of the Tefticles are. 

“THe Dura Mater is fupplied with Arteries 
from the external Carotid, the internal Carotid, 
and Vertebral Arteries; The largeft of which, 

by 


CAs 85. 79 5.U R,.GE8 ¥y 
by. way of; diftinétion, are termed Arteria 
Dure. Matris. | | | | 

THE Arteria Dure Mattis on each fide the 
Cranium pafles. through, a Foramen in the Os 
Sphenoides, called the Spinal Hole ; their Rami- 
fications are. continued, to the fuperior part of 
the Dura Mater, where they unite. . 

Tuese Arteries by. their pulfation oradually 
form. very confiderable Impreffions on. the, in=- 
ternal Surfaces of the Parietal Bones: at. the 
anterior inferior Angles of which, -theresis a 
deep Groove, which contains. a part of the 
Trunk of this Artery. ik 

Tue Arteria Dure Nats; are Bianchi of 
the external Carotid Arteries; one on. each 
fide the Cranium, which, from their fituations 
are. called the middle Arteries of the Dura 
Mater. 

Tue anterior poole of the Dura Mater: are 
likewife Branches of the external Coen Ar- 
teries, but they.are fmall. .. - 

- Turse Arteries enter the Scull. Aaa the 
corners of the Orbitary Fiffares of the Os 
Sphenoides, and are divided into Ramifications, 
_ which communicate with thofe of the siecolbhid 
tone Matris. 
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Tue pofterior Arteriés of the Dura Mater 

are Branches of the Vertebral Arteries. Thefe 
Arteries enter the Scull through the great Fo- 
ramen of the Occipital bone. Thefe Veffels 
penetrate the fubftance of that Membrane on 
each fide of the Proceffus Sphenoidalis of the 
Os Occipitis. 
_ Amonest the feveral Arteries of the Dura’ 
Mater, which I have here taken notice of, 
an attention to the fizes and fituations of thofe 
Arteries called Arterie Dure Matris is a mat- 
ter of fome confequence to the Surgeon in the 
Operation of the Trepan, fo far as relates to 
the inconvenience of a troublefome and pro- 
fufe Hemorrhage, if either of the Trunks of 
thefe Veflels happens to be wounded in that 
Operation. 

Tue Veins of the Dura Mater are of two 
kinds. Some of thefe Veffels are {mall, are 
like the Veins of the other parts of the Body, 
and accompany the Arteries in their courfe. 

Some of the Veins are large, of a peculiar 
kind, and of a triangular form: ‘They are very 
ftrongly compofed, and are known to Anato- 
mifts by the names of Sinufes. 

Tue Sinufes of the Brain are numerous, 
but.there are only three of them that are ab- 


folutely 


* 
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folutely neceffary to engage the attention of the 


Surgeon in the Operation of the Trepan ; thefe 
are the fuperior Longitudinal Sinus, and the 


‘two Lateral Sinufes. The courfe of the fur perior 


Longitudinal Sinus is from that eminence of 


the Os Ethmoides known by the Name of Chrifla 


Galli, (placed on the infide of the Scull ; in a 
Chafm formed for this purpofe in the Bafis of the 
Os Frontis,) and from thence continued to near 


the middle Portion of the Occipital Bone, 


where it terminates in the Lateral Sinufes. 
Irs fituation is immediately under the Sagit- 
tal Suture: The fituation of the Lateral Si- 


-nufes is on the infide of the Os Occzpztis upon 
its middle Lateral Parts juft above the Cerebe/- 


lum. The courfe of the Lateral Sinufes is conti- 
nued to the right, and to the left internal Parts of © 
the Os Occipitis quite to the internal and inferior 
Parts of the Os Petrofum ; being partly confined 
in Grooves, till they arrive at the Poramen 
formed on each fide the Scull betwixt the Bafis 


of the Os Petrofum, and the fuperior Lateral 
‘Part of the Proceffus Bafilaris of the Os Occzpitis. 
‘The Lateral Sinufes pafg out of the Scull 
through thefe irregular {paces 5 ; and at leneth 
they form thofe Veficls called the internal Ju- 
-gular Veins. 
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“UNDER the Dura Mater is “placed a fine 
Membrane called a Pia Mater. 

Tue Pia Mater is compofed of two Lamine, 

thefe Laming are joined together by’ means of 
an intermediate cellular Subftance. ‘The fu- 
perior Lamina, which is very diftinct on the 
Medulla Oblongata, is by fome Anatomitts 
treated of as a third Coat; from its texture, 
and fuppofed refemblance to a Spider's Web, 
it is termed Membrana Arachnoides: This 
Membrane. has no difcoverable Blood Veffels - 
‘In that particular it may be compared to the 
“Cuticle. 
"Tur Pia Mater invefts every part of the 
‘Brain, to which it firmly adheres. “The in- 
ferior Lamina of the Pia Mater forms feveral 
| Elongations : Thefe Elongations ” infinuate 
“themfelves into the very fubftance of the fsa? 
crag its Circumvolutions. 

“Tue Pia Mater is connected to the internal 
: ofr of the Dura Mater by many Veins 
“which open into the Sinufes : The Pia ‘Mater 
js copioufly fupply’d with Arteries from the 
“Gnternal Carotid, and vertebral Arteries. 
‘Tue ufes of the Dura Mater are to line the 
“infide of the Cranium, and to ferve the *pur- 
‘poles of an internal Periofeum. The* Dara 

Mater 
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Mater ferves likewife to defend the Brain from 
the Hardnefs, and Inequalities of the Bont: of 
the Scull; it-ferves to contain, and partly to 
compofe the Sinufes of the Brain ; and to form 
the feveral ari of the Cerebrum and Ce- 
rebellum, 

THE ufes of the a Mater are, to invett the 
Surfaces, and even the internal parts of the 
Cerebrum and Cerebellum; as well as to fup- 


port the Ramifications of thofe Veffels with 


which,they are fupplied. 

. Tuas brief Account of Tages at of 
ane Cerebrum and Cerebellum their principal 
.Veffels,, Limagine, may be of fome ufe fo far 
_as relates to..the Explanation of thofe Effeéts 


‘that are often, produced from Fractures of the 
Scull, and from.Concufflions of the Brain: 
In. fome degree too, this previous Knowledge 


may poffibly ferve to account for the Caufes 


of many. of. thofe Symptoms that arife in con- 
-fequence of thefe Accidents,.as well. as give 
they younger Surgeon. an Idea of the fituation 
of thofe Parts, which by. Authors are taken 


notice of as improper Places for the Application 
of the Trepan. 
For. thefe Reafons I have prefixed this thort 


econ of the Anatomy of thefe Parts to t ie 
| B 4 ee Coe 
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{ubfequent Cafes of Fractures of the Scull, 
and Concuffions of the Brain; that by thefe 
means, the Defcriptions which I have given 
of the Nature of the Accidents, their Confe- 
quences, and the Methods prefcribed for relief, 
might more clearly be under{tood by thofe 
who are not already perfectly verfed in the 
Anatomy of thefe Parts, than they otherwife 
could poffibly have been. 


ERAS | 


of a frattured Scull with a Wound of the 
Longitudinal Sinus. 


T is a Maxim with almoft all Writers in Sur- 
gery, to fpeak of the Impropriety and 
Danger of the Application of the Trepan, 
upon certain parts of the Cranium, previous to 
a Defcription of the Operation. The Parts 
of the Scull which are look’d upon as improper 
for the admiifion of the Inftrument, are the 
‘Sutures in general, the Sagittal Suture in pare 
ticular, the whole of the Os Occipitis, and the 
anterior, and inferior Part of the Os Frentis, 
But 


a t: 
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But. notwithftanding it may be right to have a 


general regard to thefe Rules, yet there are 
Inftances where they cannot take place but id 
wholly neglecting the Operation. 

Te. particular Attachment of the Dura 
Mater to the Sutures of the Scull in general, 
and the Courfe of the Longitudinal Sinus un- 
der the Sagittal Suture: in. particular, are not 
fufficient Reafons for the abfolute forbidding 
the Application of the Inftrument upon theie 
Parts 5. fince Fractures ‘of the Scull are fome- 
times fo circumftanced as abfolutely to require 
it, and the Patient is otherwife incapable of 
being reliev'd by the Operation. 

Tue Rule laid down by Mr. Coefelden, in 
his Obfervation upon Montieur Le Dran, feems 
to be too pofitive, where he fays, ‘* that no 
 Inftrument fhould ever be applied over the 
«Longitudinal Sinus, nor ought the Inftru- 
‘ment to be introduced’ between. that and 
«© the Scull.” 

As fome Reafon, and Excufe for my diffent- 
ing from the Opinion of a Gentleman fo very 
eminent in his Profeffion, and to whom. the 


‘World is fo greatly indebted for his many fienal 


Improvements in Surgery, I am induced to offer 
the following Inftance asa proof of its necef- 
lity 


fo 
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fity. under certain Circumiftances, and the little 
Danger there sfeems. to. attend even. a Wound 
of the Longitudinal; Sinus... An: Inftance of 
this Mr. Chefelden has given us himfelf, where 
he fays, ‘‘ the) Longitudinal Sinus; . or the 
‘*. Veffels that empty. into. it, were wounded by 
** a Surgeon,” ase which he fays, ‘ the Surgeon 
** ftopt by dry Lint; and had. the good luck 
** tof{ave his Patient.”. 


R. F-aged 13, on the 16th of. November, 
4749, was {truck with..a pointed piece. of 
Tron, upon the upper and middle Part of the 
Head, fo immediately upon the Sagittal Suture 
as to force a bit of both. Parietal. Bones into 
the Longitudinal Sinus... Immediately upon 
receiving. the Blow, ithe Boy fell down, and 
became fenfelefs; but in a few Minutes after- 
wards he recover'd ; and continued, well for fix 
Days; .at the end of that Time, he, was,feiz’d 


ewith)Epileptic Fits, the returns of which .were 


very frequent, accompany’d with Vomitings, 
and-a) Palfy of the left Side; (Henuplegia) 
the Sight of his left, Eye was perfect,, but, his 


right Eye, was. fo affected. as. to make all fingle 


Objects appear double to him. Thefe Symp- 


toms.continued:till the 27th of December fol~- 


lowing, 
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lowing, when he was put under my ‘care. 
Upon examination, I found the Circumftances 
as deferibed above ;° and immediately: after- 
wards I proceeded to the Operation. Upon 
taking’ off the Scalp, there iffued a continual 
ftream of Blood from the Hole made through 
the Bone ny applied the’ Trepan fo as ‘to include 
the injured part of the Bone, and the Sagittal 
Suture, within the Crown’ of the Inftrument, 
Upon taking out the circular piece of Bone, 
there appear’d a Wound ‘which was made into 
the Sinus by ‘the bits of Bone that were then 
found ficking in it, which I enlarged with a 
Lancet, in order to extra@t them with lefs Vio- 
lence.’ Upon ‘taking out the bits of Bone 
the difcharge’of Blood was increafed ; but upon 
the Application of dry Lint, the Hemorrhage 
ftopt. Immediately ‘after the Operation: the 
‘Patient fainted, but foon recovered; in’ half 
an Hout’s time, ‘he exprefs’ d an agreeable Sen. 
‘fation ‘oni his left Side; “and by the next Morn- 
ing, ‘he had fo' well: tecovered the ule: of his 
Limbs"as to ‘beable to move them freely to 
‘any ‘part of the Bed?) In fix Days ‘after the 
“Opération® he perfectly recovered the» Sight: of 
his'tight Eye; from this Time he continued ito 
Hien till the roth ‘of “Yenuary following, 

| aaa 
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when he accidentally receiv'd a Blow upon his 


_ Head. Soon after this Accident he complained 


of a Numbnefs in his left Arm, and a return 
of the Dimnefs in his night Eye. Upon taking 
off the Dreflings, there appeared fome Clots of 


Blood upon them, and his Head was confider= 


ably diforder’d till the 26th of the fame Month, 
when he grew tolerably well again. Upon ob- 


ferving a Fungus had rifen a confiderable height 
above the Surface of the Scull, which would 


not fubfide with proper Applications aflifted by 
Preffure, I pared it off: This gave him very 
little Pain, but for a few Minutes afterwards 
he complained of a Numbnefs all over him, 


which foon difappear’d, and he continued well 
_ till Feéruary the 2d; when he complain’d of 
‘a ficknefs in his Stomach, and of acute Pains 
in both his Elbows. February the 3d, as I 


was drefling him, he was fuddenly attack’d 
with a Shivering, and the Dura Mater appeared 


particularly prominent, this gave Occafion to 


my dividing it ; upon which I difcover’d a piece 
of Bone. fticking in the Brain; the piece of 
Bone I endeavour’d to extract, but meeting with 
confiderable refiftance in the Attempt, I was 
obliged to enlarge the Wound, which admitted 
of its being more eafily removed. 

A 


=> 
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A Few Days after this, he complained of 
confiderable Pain on the right Side, about 
two Inches below the old Wound; upon 
preffure the Pain increafed. The Head being 
fhaved, there appeared a {mall Difcoloration ; 


which, induced me to repeat the Operation upon 


this Part. Upon taking out the Bone, the Dw- 
ra Mater appear’d confiderably elevated, and 
difcolour’d: For which reafon I divided that 
Membrane, -and gave Iffue to a-large Quantity 
of Matter, that was confined underneath it. 
On the next Day, he was free from Pain; but 
on the Day following, his Pulfe grew bad, 
and fo continued till that Evening, when he 
expired. 

Upon opening the Head, a confiderable 
Quantify of Matter was found in the Subftance 
of the Brain, particularly in the right Hemif- 

phere. 


Query. Could the want of Succefs in this 
_ Operation be attributed to the Wound of the 
; Sinus Longitudinalis? 1s it ‘not reafonable to 
“hope that the Operation might have been fuc- 
cefsful, if no extraneous Body had been lodged 
in the Subftance of the Brain | . 


3 THE 
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-Tuz, Wound of the Longitudinal Sinus, did 
not probably produce any dangerous Symptoms, 
hecaufe it never bled. again. after. being once 
ftopp'd ; (which was eafily effected ;) and if we 
credit the fourth Obfervation of Marchettt;. 
there, does not feem.to. be fo much, Danger 
attending a Wound of this Sinus as is generally 
apprehended by Surgeons. 


CASE i. 


Of a fraétured Scull, takers ibe ovine was 
- fuccefs sfully performd el the poh sails 


Suture. 


MA 1754, H. A. aged 18, soak a 
Blow on the pofterior part of the Head 


upon . the Lambdoidal Suture, at the Diftance. 
of about an Inch and a half from: its upper’ 
Angle, which lacerated the Scalp, and fractured: 
the Scull. Upon:examining the Wound, and’ 
finding it thus circumftanced, he was immedi=: 
ately {calp’d, which gave me an opportunity” 
of difcovering the Nature, and Extent of the» 

I Injury 
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Injury done to the’ Bone. The Fracture’ ex- 
tended to about’ three Inches in length ob- 
liquely upwards upon the left’ Parietal Bone ; 
and one of the Offa Triquetra appear'd vifibly 
deprefs’'d and beaten inwards upon the Dura 
Mater. Upon receiving the Blow, the Boy fell 
down, and became fenfelefs, thefe Symptoms 
were foon after fucceeded by Vomitings, and a 
difcharge of Blood from the Nofe. In an 


Hour after the Accident, he was brought into 


the Hofpital ; and the Operation was perform’d 
fo immediately upon the Lambdoidal Suture, 
as to include the deprefs’d Bone, which could 
not otherwife have been remov’d. Upon taking 


out the piece of Bone, the Dura Mater: ap 


peared prominent, and tenfe; I divided it with 
a Lancet, and gave iflue to a Quantity of Serum 
that was confined underneath it. From the 
great Extent of the Fracture, I judged it ne- 
ceflaty to’ apply: the Trepan a fecond’ time, 


which was accordingly: done upon*the Parietal 


Bone, at:the: diftance of aboutan eInch and 


half from the former Place.) Here the Dura 
Mater >was ‘in © its “natural«State); for which 
reafon'I:thought it unnecefiary to.divide it.. The. 
next: Morning after the Operation, the Patient: 
was blooded: on account of a fulnefS-in) his. 


WUE : Pulfe, 
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Pulfe, and of the Stupor which, ftul depen 
in fome degree; in the Evening an emollient 
Clyfter was adminifter’d, which. afforded him 
immediate Relief; from this ‘Time he continued 
to mend till he perfectly recover’d, which 
was in nine Weeks after the Operation... 


Rrmer ee 


In the preceding Cafe, the Attachment of 
the Dura Mater to the Lambdoidal Suture ap- 
pear'd very inconfiderable; feeing the Nature 
of the Accident was fuch, as render’d the Ap- 
plication of the Inftrument upon that Part, 
abfolutely neceflary to the taking off the Preflure 
from. the fubjacent Membranes and .Brain,, 
which they labour’d under from the deprefs'd. 
Bone, I’m induced to think there could.be no 
doubt of the Propriety of Operating upon the: 
Suture. The courfe of the Longitudinal, and 
Lateral Sinufes, were here quite out of the 
Queftion. It has been obferved by Writers, 
that when the Head receives fo violent.a Blow 
as to fracture the Scull; the natural Attach- 
ment of the Dura Mater to the internal Part 


of the Cranium, is broken off, and confequently 


there can be very little Danger of injuring 
the fubjacent Membrane ies the Teeth of the 
Saw. 
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Saw. Again it is agreed, under fome circum- 
ftances, to be abfolutely neceffary to divide the 
Dura Mater, to give iffue to any extravafated 
Fluid that is confined underneath it, which is 
fometimes practifed with fuccefs. For thefe 
Reafons Iam of Opinion, that the abfolutely 
forbidding the Application of the Trepan upon 
thefe Parts, is a Rule too generally laid down 
by Authors; fince by adhering too ftrictly to 
this Maxim, the Trepan muft necefflarily be 
Omitted in Cafes that are not otherwife to be 
relieved ; in confequence of which, the Patient 
is deprived of fuch benefit as might probably 


accrue from the Operation: I have more than. 


once fince thefe Cafes were firft publifhed, 


perform’d the Operation of the Trepan upon 


the Sagittal Suture without bringing on any 
inconvenience, 


ere 
S83 
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Of a Man where the Operation of the Trepan 
had been fuccefsfully perform’d upon the Os 
Occipitis. 


N the two preceding Cafes, I have given 

inftances where it was abfolutely neceflary 

to apply the Trepan upon the’ Sagittal and 

Lambdoidal Sutures. In the following, it will 

"appear, that the Trepan may’ be likewife fafely 

apply’d upon the Os Occipitzs, contrary to the 
general Opinion of Authors. 

On the 2ift of February, 1753, 1 eave” ‘a 
LeGture upon the Brain of a Man who was 
executed at Zydurn. Upon fawing through the 
Scull (which I have now by me)’I obferved 
that he had formerly been trepan’d upon the 
Occipital Bone. ‘The Inftrument appear’d to 
have been apply’d upon the Os Occipitis; at 
leaft an Inch diftant from the upper Angle of 
the Lambdoidal Suture, and very near to the 
left fide of the Sulcus, which is form’d in that 

_ Bone fer the Reception of the pofterior part of 
the Longitudinal Sinus. | 
: ~ THIs 
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Turis Operation muft have been perform’d 
a confiderable time before the Man was exe- 
cuted, becaufe there was a firm Cicatrix of the 
Integuments. ‘There was not the leaft ap- 
pearance of a Callus which had fhot from 
the Circumference of the Hole made through 
the Bone by the circular Saw. The Cure 
feem’d to be brought about merely by a ftri&t 
Adhefion of the Dura Mater, to the Circum- 
ference of the Opening made through the 
Scull,.and by an elongation of the Integu- 
ments which compofe the Scalp. The prin- 
cipal Reafons given by Authors for. the Im- 
propriety of the Application of the Trepan 
upon this Bone, are thefe: The Unevennefs 
of its external, and internal Surfaces; and the 
Courfe of the Longitudinal, and Lateral Si- 
nufes. 
» Bur the firft Objection can be of no great 
weight; and as the chief Sinufes poffefs only 
the upper, and middle Jateral Parts of the 
Os Occipitis, the Operation may, contrary to 


the general Opinion, be fafely perform’d upon — 


this Bone, on either fide the Lambdoidal Sy- 
“ture, as low down as the firft occipital Ridge ; 
correfponding to which, on the Infide, are the 
lateral Sinufes. , 


{3 From 


20 


Cases @ SURGERM 
From what has been, already obferved in 
the preceding Cafes, I) think it may. be fairly 
concluded, that there is no part of the Scull 


upon, which the Operation of the Trepan may 


not be perform’d in Cafes of Emergency, 
except at the anterior inferior Angles.of the 
parietal, Bones, onthe internal Part of which 
the Arteria, Dure Matris run, and on the 
anterior and inferior Part of the Os Frontzs, 
where. its Tables are well enough known to 
be at.a confiderable Diftance from each other 
in Adults, and by this means ¢e- form a Ca- 
vity diftinguith’d by the Name of the Sznus 
Frontalis. 


sonal FaAGPbs Ui 
Conen/f on of the Brain attended with un- 
“common and fatal Cire umpances. oad 


<1 E celebrated Celfus, in his 4th reba 

.ter, Book 8th, .De Calvarid Fradé, ahs 

ferts that the following Symptoms, to wit, Bilis 
eus Vomitings, a lofs of Sight, lofs of Speech; 


) bleeding at the Ears. and Nofe, a falling down; 


the Patient lying fenfelets as if afleep, do not 
happen 
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happen withouta Fra€ture of the Bone. But 
notwithftanding this Maxim be fo pofitively 
delivered to :us by that elegant and much 
approved Author, I am neverthelefs certain 
that fome or all of thefe Symptoms do fre+ 
quently arife from violent Concuflions of the 
Brain, producing an imternal Extravafation, 
where there is no Fiffure or Fracture of ‘the 
Bone to be difcover’d; and Iam farther affured 
that thefe fhocks of the Head are produétive 
of every bad Symptom, and very often of 
fuch Symptoms and Confequences as. prove 
much worfe than thofe that are in general ob- 
ferved to arife from Fractures of the Scull, 
where the greateft Violence is fometimes known 
to be done to one or more of its Bones, without 
communicating any great Injury to the Brain 
itfelf, and which admit of a fuccefsful Treat- 
ment. Inthe fame Chapter the great Celfus, 
_fometime after having delivered. his Opinion 
upon this Subject, proceeds to fpeak of the 
Cuftom of his Predeceffors regarding the pro- 
per Time for the performance of the Operation 
of the Trepan in Fiffures or Fractures of ‘the 
Scull; and he takes Notice, that it was the 
Praétice of the more ancient Phyficians to have 
immediate. recourfe to Inftruments, with which 


C4 they 
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they cut out the Bone in almoft every Fiffure 
or Fracture of the Scull; but, fays Ce//us, ’tis 
far the beft Way firft of all to try the effects of 
Plaifters for feveral Days, that are compofed on 
purpofe for the Scull, before we proceed to the 
Operation, and not to make ufe of Inftruments 
till there is an abfolute neceffity for fo doing, 
of which fuch Symptoms muft determine us 
as he defcribes. ‘The modern Opinion, amongft 
Men of Judgment and Experience, is exactly 
conformable to that of the Phyficians who 
lived before Ce/fus’s time, whom he ftiles 4n- 
tiguiores Medici; the Operation of the Trepan 
in Fiffures or Fractures of the Scull (unlefs 


under very particular Circumftances) being al- 


oe ways judged advifeable, and in general it is 


agreed, the fooner this Operation is performed 
the more fuccefsful it proves. It is alfo allowed 
to be equally advifeable in Concuflions of the 
Brain, when the Part injured is pointed out, and 


the Symptoms are fuch as indicate a local af& 


feétion ; but where the Diforder of the Brain 
arifes from a general Concuffion of the Head 
without any appearance of a local Complaint; 
we muft under thefe Circumftances have re- 
courfe to Evacuations by bleeding in the Tem- 
poral Artery, Neck, or Arm, which are oc- 

cafion- 
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cafionally to be repeated; we muft likewife 
have recourfe to Purges and gently ftimulating 
Clyfters, to the Application of Blifters to the 
back part of the Head, or to the back part of 
the Neck, which is the only Practice to be re- 
commended in thefe Cafes, ‘and merely becaufe 
thereis no indication where to apply the Inftru- 
ment; thefe Methods I have fometimes known 
to fucceed beyond my expectation: At other 
times I have obferv’d when thefe Methods 
have been followed with the greateft judgment 
that they have afforded a temporary Relief 
only, the Violence of the Symptoms recurring 
after feveral Days interval, and at length ter- 
minating in Death; an Inftance of which, on 
account of its fingularity, I have thought pro- 
per to defcribe in the following Words. 


In the Year 1748, R.L. a Boy of 14 
Years of age, had the Misfortune to fall from 
the Maft of a Ship, and to pitch upon the 
back Part. of his Head alittle above the 
Conjunction of the parietal Bones with the 
Occipital Bone; I was infor med of his having 
been taken up fenfelefs. In a few fois 
after the Accident, he was put under my 
Care; upon examination, the Scalp appeared 


C 4 con- 
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contufed, and fomewhat lacerated :. The 
Symptoms then attending him were a flight 
bleeding at the Nofe, and Ears, accompanied 
with Vomitings; thefe I judged were fuf- 
ficient Reafons for removing the contufed,. and 
lacerated Scalp; which was put in execution, 
that I might be enabled to form a more. cer- 
tain Judgment of the State of the Bone than 
otherwife I could have done: But as neither 
a Fracture, nor Fiflure of the Bone ap- 
peared, I was induced to defer the farther. 
Proceffes of the Operation till I had tried. 
the effecis of miore gentle Methods. In the 
fpace of five Days after the Accident, the 
Boy was twice let Blood in the Arm, and 
had one purging Clyfter given him; thefe 
Methods relieved him fo much, as feemingly”. 
to reftore him to perfect Eale, and Health; 
in which ftate he remained for ten, or 
eleven Days; during this. time, he went 
abroad, and played about with his Companions 
as though nothing had happened. to: him; 
but on a fudden, he was feized with a. 
fevere Rigor, fucceeded. by a feverith Heat ; 2) 
his Wound very foon after this Attack ap= 
festa Spungy, and dry;, and his original 
Symptom of Vomiting returned : He now. . 

| com-~ 
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complained of confiderable Pain in the fore 
part of ‘his’ Head; but he had no Complaint 
in the Neighbourhood of the Wound: At 
intervals he was delirious: For thefe Reafons 
the Operation of the Trepan was thought 
advifeable: It was debated which was the 
proper Part of the Scull for performing the 


Operation upon ; whether on that part, which 


had ‘received the Blow, or upon that Part 
which he now complained of; the latter 
was determined upon, and put in practice, 
but there was no. Extravafation betwixt | the 
Cranium, and Dura Mater in this part; no 
Difcolcration of that Membrane, nor was there 
any fuch’ Elevation of it as indicated a lodg- 
ment of: Blood, Serum, or Matter betwixt the 
Dura Mater, and the fubjacent Membrane, 


(Pia Mater) his Symptoms were not at all 


relieved by the Operation. The Day after the 
Operation was performed the Patient died. 

UPpown opening the Head, the Caufe of 
his Death very plainly thewed itfelf. A {mall 
quantity of Matter was found betwixt the 


_ Cranium, and Dura Mater; and a confider- 


able quantity of Matter and extravafated Blood 
betwixt the Dura Mater and Pia Mater, 
fitiesiately under that part of the Scull 

which 
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which had received the Blow: The other parts 


of the Brain and Membranes were not vilibly 
affected. | 


oan Tf the Operation of the Trepan had, 
immediately after. the. Accident, been _per- 
formed upon the Part injured, is it not reafon- 
able, to fuppofe that the violent and unex- 
pected Effects in this Cafe, arifing from the 
Extravafation that was. formed, and confined 
betwixt the Cranium and Dura Mater, and be- 
twixt the Dura Mater and Pia Mater, would 
have been prevented? There feems to be no 
doubt of the propriety of anfwering this Quef- 
tion in the Affirmative. Again; were not the 
Symptoms attendant upon the Accident fuch 
as. indicated a. Neceffity for, the immediate 
performance of this Operation? It_ is plain 
from. the Account I have given; I.did not 
then think fo; however the Event proved. my 
Miftake., Since.then, I have purfued dif- 
ferent Methods under the like Circumttances 
and upon the whole have been much more 


fuccefsful. At the, time the Operation was 


performed, would it not have been more ad- 
vifeable to have applied the Inftrument upon 


me part. of the Scull, where the Blow was 


given, 
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given, rather than upon the Part where the 
Pain was? It is certain it would have been 
fo; and Ican very truly fay, I was then of 
that Opinion; but in a Confultation it was 
otherwife determined, which is the true Rea- 
fon why it was not done upon the Spot 
where the Blow was received. The Re- 
moval of the bad Symptoms, the length of 
Time the Patient continued well after the 
difappearance of thefe Symptoms, and the 
fudden return of the original Symptom of 
Vomitings, preceded by a fevere Rigor, are fuch 
Circumftances as, I believe, will be thought 
uncommon. But before I conclude, I think I 
may with propriety draw the following Infer- 
ence from this Example: In all Injuries of 
the Head, attended with fimilar Circumftances, 
we cannot act with too great Caution and 
Circumfpection; and, I believe, it will in 
general be right to proceed as foon as may be 
to the Operation of Trepanning the’ Scull, 
for it is far more advifeable to perform this 
‘Operation in a dubious Cafe, than to rifque 
the Confequences of an omiflion of it in a 
_neceflary one; which Doctrine may be fup- 
ported by refleting upon the following aflu- 
} pet that the Danger in thefe Cafes does not 
| arife 
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atife from the Performance of the Operation, 
but entirely from the Injury which the Brain 
and its Membranes have -fuftained, and will 
full continue to fuftain, unlefs the immediate 
Caufe of that Injury be removed. 


Of a violent Concuffion of the Brain, and a 
“Contufion of the Scalp, attended with Lofs 
of Senfe, Delirium, and Rigors fuccefsfully 
treated. | 


THOUGH the following §4 common 
Obfervation. among{ft the experienced 


iin Phyfic, and Surgery, That when fixed and 


violent Pains of the Head, accompanyd with 
uncertain and repeated Rigors, followed® by 
an acute Fever, are the Confequences of any 
great Violence done to the Scull, the Brain, 
and its Membranes, there probably already is, 
or fhortly will be, a Formation, and Collection 
of Matter upon the Dura Mater, the Pza 
Mater, or in the Subftance of the Brain ittelf; 
and though it muft be admitted, that the truth 
of this Obfervation: has often been confirmed 


by 
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by. Experience (the effects of which Symptoms, 
when they do occur, are much to be dreaded, 
and ought with the greateft Care, and Expedi- 
tion, to. be guarded againft) yet there are In- 
ftances which fhew that this Remark is liable 
to exception : For it fometimes does moft cer- 
tainly happen, that fevere and repeated Convul- 
five Shiverings, &c. do arife from a Concuflion 
of the Brain, an affection of the Nerves in 
confequence of this Commotion, and an Inflam- 
mation and Tenfion of the Membranes of the 
Brain, without producing any vifible Appear- 
ance of a Suppuration or even an Extravafa- 
tion of Blood or Lymph within the Scull. An 
inftance of fuch a Cafe has lately occurred to 
my Experience, which on account of its Singu- 


larity, and the Utility this. Obfervation may 
poflibly be of to the younger Pr agave IT 


havens here nlewen: an Account of, 


“SW facil bees of age, on the fixteenth 


of ‘fune, of this prefent Year 1759, applied 
tome for Relief on account of a violent Blow 
which fhe had received on the fuperior and 
anterior Part of the left Parietal Bone, by falling 


_ down two pair of Stairs with.a Pail of Water 
in: her Hand, She remained fenfelefs upon the 
q Ground 
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Ground for fome Minutes after the Accident, 
before any one came to her affiftance. 

SOON after the recovery of her Senfes, fhe 
was feized with Reachings, this Symptom re- 
turned ‘two or three times every Day. till 
fhe made application to me (which was fix- 
teen Days after the Accident.) During this time 
fhe was likewife afflicted with exceffive Pain 
in the Head, and a Dimnefs of Sight, accom- 
panied with. fevere Rigors, which °were fol- 
lowed with an acute Fever: Thefe laft Symp- 
toms returned feveral times a Day, but at un- 
certain Periods; each Paroxifm continuing a 
confiderable Time: 


Sue had no Appetite from the Day of the 
Accident, nor could fhe get any Reft. At 
intervals fhe was delirious. She informed me, 
that about four Days before I faw her, a fmall 
Difcharge of bloody foetid ‘Mucus had iffued 
from her left Noftril; the Day after this Dif 
charge, fhe imagined her Head was in fome 
degree relieved: But the Pain foon returned 
with great violence; and continued with the 
other Symptoms, till fhe was ‘Trepanned. 
About a Week after the Accident fhe loft ten 
Ounces of Blood from the Arm; this fhe faid 

ne was 
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‘was the only Method that had been taken for 
her Relief, till fhe applied to me. 

» Upon examining the Head, I readily difco- 
vered a Contufion upon that part of the 
Scalp where fhe had received the Blow, with 
the remaining Marks of a {mall sec 
Wound of the Integuments. 

Upon preflure, fhe complained much of 
the Part that was contufed. The very Morning 
of the Day I faw her, fhe was attacked with 
io fevere a Shivering, as put her whole Body 
into an extraordinary agitation (as I was in- 
formed by the Nurfe and feveral others that 
were prefent, and were Witneffes of it.) 

For thefe feveral Reafons I caufed her Head 
to be immediately fhaved, and afterwards I 
proceeded to the Operation of the Trepan ; 
which was performed upon the left Parietal 
Bone, after having removd a Piece, of the 
Scalp of a circular form, and that fomewhat 
larger than a Crown-picce. 
.. Upon taking out the circular Bit of Bone, 
| the Dura Mater appeared tenfe, and elevated ; 
(but was very. flightly if at all difcoloured) 
at firft, this gave me reafon to  fufpect 

there -was an peak steven underneath this 

Membrane: But upon gently prefling the Dura 
I Mater 
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Mater with my Finger, it readily fubfid- 
ed, and did not rife up again: For which 
reafon I thought an Incifion through it was 
not only unneceflary, but improper: The 
Wound was drefied with dry Lint, (which | 
alone is generally fufficient for ftopping the 
bleeding of the Veflels of the Scalp, &c.) and 
the Patient was blooded in the Arm: to the 
quantity often Ounces. | 

. THERE was no Extravafation at all upon 
the Dura Mater. . 

- ArTeR the performance of the Operation 
of the Trepan, the Patient had no return of her 
Rigors, Reachings or any other of her bad 
Symptoms, except that fhe now and then 
complained of flight ‘Tremors. 

Durine the Cure of her Wound Stools 
were occafionally procured by Clyiters, and 
fhe was for feveral Weeks kept upon a very 
abftemious Diet. 

In confequence of this Treatment, fhe com- 
plained of a great Dejection of Spirits, attended 
with a low and languid Pulfe; but by the 
affiftance of Volatile Cordial Medicines, and 
the application of a Blifter to the Neck, with 
an allowance of more nourifhing Diet than 
fhe had hitherto been permitted to take fince 

the 
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the Operation, thefe Symptoms were gradually 
removed. | | 

TuHER® was nothing elfe worthy of com- 
munication that ocurred during the Cure, ex- 
‘cept it may be thought worth obferving, that 
asithe Dura Mater was very flightly bruifed or 
difcoloured, there was no Separation of its ex~ 


ternal Lamina: But the Exfoliation from the. 


expofed Bone was pretty large and thick. 
Query. In the preceding Cafe of S. W. p. 29. 
could the Operation of the Trepan be faid 
to be abfolutely neceflary, as there was no 
extravafation of Blood, nor any Suppuration 
found within the Scull? And is it not probable 
that the Scalping of the Patient without apply- 
ing the. Trepan would have been fufficient 
to have removed the AffeCtion of the Mem- 
branes, the Brain and Nerves? It is poflable it 
might have been fo; and had I been applyed 
to upon this occafion, when the Accident firft 
happened, I fhould at: firft only have removed 
the difeafed Scalp with the Pericranium, have 
largely evacuated by Bleedings, Clyfters, and 
Purges, which poflibly might have fucceeded, 
But as the Accident had been of fixteen Days 
ftanding, and the Symptoms remained with 
D great 


— eS 


a 


G: Av ScEsSa 4727 SU RoGite & Y3 


great violence, I think there could be no doubt 
of the propriety of applying the Trepan; and 
this is more ftrongly to be recommended in 
the like Inftance; when we confider- that the 
Danger is not in the Operation, but in the 
Difeafe. 


OR RS heel cia, 


Of a Depreffon and Fraéture of the Os 
Frontis, fuccefsfully treated. 


C. five Years old in the middle of Noz 

* vember, 1759, was kicked by a Horfe on 
the Forehead about an Inch above the external 
Angle of the right Orbit; he was brought 
into the Hofpital immediately -after the Ac- 
cident, with a Laceration of the Scalp, and 
an evident Depreflion of a, Part of the Frontal 


Bone; which upon the introduction of a Probe 


through the external Wound of the Integu- 
ments, very evidently appeared to be compli- 
cated with a Fracture. The Boy was droufy 
(Comatofe) and fenfelefs, but had no other Symp- 
tom attending the Accident. Upon a removal 
of the injured Scalp, I was enabled to tre- 

pan 
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pan the Patient; which was done by apply- 
ing the Inftrument in fuch a manner as to 
take in a Part of the fractured and deprefled 
Bone. The Boy was relieved from this 
inftant. 

Tue Wound was loofely covered with dry 
Lint; upon which was applyed a foft Pledgit of 
Tow fpread with Ceratum album. The Patient 
was put to bed, loft fix Ounces of Blood 
from the Arm, and was kept ftrictly upon a 
very {paring and innocent Diet; by means 
of this Management, he went fuccefsfully on 
without any alarming Symptoms till his Cure 
was compleated; which happened in about 
fix Weeks. During the Cure of this,-and the 
preceding Patient, there was not the leaft 
troublefome Fungus from the Wound. In 
both thefe Cafes there was an Exfoliation of 
a Part of the expofed Surface of the Cranium, 
and in the firft Cafe an Exfoliation not only 
happened to the Surface of the expofed Scull, 
but there was a circular Exfoliation formed 
quite through both Tables of the Circumference 
of that Opening that was firft made through 
the Scull; and there was likewife a feparation 
of the external Lamina of the Dura Mater 
from the internal Lamina. : 

D 2 R r- 
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Ir. is neceffary to recolleét that I did not 
incife the Dura Mater in either of thefe In- 
{tances, which from much Experience Iam 
perfectly convinced fhould never be done but 
in Cafes of abfolute neceflity: For though I 
very well know this Procefs of the Operation 
will give little or no Pain when executed with 
a tharp Inftrument, I am neverthelefs fatisfied, 
that when the Dura Mater is left entire, the 
frequent Inconveniences of a large Fungus, 
and a Part of the Brain itfelf’ pufhing out of 
the Scull through the Opening made in the 
Bone, will not only be prevented, but the 
Danger arifing from the expofure of the Pza 
Maier and Brain itfelfto the inclemency of 
the Air (efpecially in cold Weather) at the 
times of Dretling, will be happily avoided: 
For though it is ceftain, that confiderable 
Injuries of the Brain are fometimes known to 

admit. of a Cure, yet the Inftances are 
few when compared oie the Numbers that 
mifcarry under the like Circumftances; there- 
fore we cannot with Propriety make ufe of 
thefe Arguments as a reafon for running our 
Patients into thofe bie which may fo ‘ealily 


be 
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be avoided, by purfuing a different and more 
fafe Method of treatment. When the Cafe 
is fo circumftanced as to render the wounding 
the Dura Mater necefiary, it fhould be done 
by making a fingle Incifion through that 
Membrane with the point of a Lancet, which 
Opening will be found large enough to give 
vent, to any Extravafation that is formed and 
depofited underneath the Dura Mater; and 
in- general, will be found {ufficiently large 
too to admit of the eafy Extraction of a {mall 
piece of Bone, or any other extraneous body 
that may happen to be forced into the Brain ; 
but if in the Jatter Cafe, a fingle Incifion 
fhould not be found fufficient for that~ pur- 
pofe, a fecond muft be made, fo that the 
form of a Crofs may be defcribed by the two 
Incifions. 3 
Tue only Circumftances, in my Opinion, 
sander which an Incifion through the Dura 
Mater is advifeable, are thefe: Firft, in cafe 
of a Laceration of this Membrane, it will be 


right to enlarge the Wound, to take off the 


prefent Tenfion it labours under, and to pre- 
vent an encreafe of the Inflammation of that 
Part: Secondly, it will be advifeable to incife 
the Dura Mater, fappofing it to be elevated 
: Ee” oe: by 
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by any fubjacent Fluid depofited betwixt that 
Membrane and the Pia Mater, to give iffue 
to the Extravafation; and thirdly, it will be 
right to divide the Dura Mater, to extra any 
foreign body that is forcibly driven through 
jt into the Brain. The Ancients were very 
careful in preventing Injuries from happening 
to this Membrane, and it muft be allowed too 
with very good reafon, if we confider its fitua- 
tion, as well as the feveral material purpofes 
for which the Author of Nature has probably 
defigned’ it. It will be generally advifeable 
for the Patient to wear. fomething upon his 
Head after the Wound is healed, to defend 
the Part from external Accidents: For 1 be- 
lieve. it never happens that the Part from 
whence the piece, or pieces of Scull have been 
removed by the Operation, or otherwife, Dbe- 
comes fo fupplyed with Callus, as effectually 
to'defend the Brain and its Membranes from 
the bad Confequences of fuch an accidental 
Blow, or rude Preflure, as may poflibly 


happen. 


CASE 
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Of a fractured Scull with a Wound of the Brain 
and a Paralyfis of the left Side, which af- 
ter a variety of Incidents terminated in Death 


on the twenty-e1g ghth Day after the can Opera- 


t10M. 


W. aged 14 Years, was recommended to 
my Care in the beginning of November 
1756, with a Palfy of her left Side: I was 
informed by the Parent of the Girl that about 
ten Days before fhe applied to me, fhe had 
received 'a Blow upon her Head with a pointed 
Inftrument, -which was almoft immediately 
fucceeded by this Symptom (Hemplegza: ) Upon 
ixamination I difcovered a very fmall lacerated 
Wound of the Scalp ;_ its Situation was fo near 
to the Conjunction of the Sagittal with the. Co- 
ronal Suture, that I was apprehenfive of its being 


circumftanced lke that of R. ‘f. p. 10. already 


defcribed: The Wound of the Scalp was large 
enough to admit of the end of a Probe, with 
which I difcovered a ragged Orifice that pene- 
trated quite through the Scull; this determined 
) ee ar? me 
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me to proceed immediately to the Scalping 
of the Patient. Upon.a removal of the Scalp, 
Y obferved a fmall Portion of the cortical Part 
of the Brain. pufhing outwards above the ex-. 
ternal Surface of the Parietal Bone, occafioned 
by the bit of Bone that had forcibly been beat 
inwards. After' the Scalp was removed { 
proceeded to. the farther. Proceffes of the 
Operation: When I had fawed through the 
outer Table of the Cranium, I went on with 
caution till the Bone became quite loofe, when 


it was locle, Iremoved it with the Forceps: 
.The piece of. Bone. that..was forced into” the 


Subfiance of the. Brain, appeared fo” firmly 
fixed in this Situation as not eafily to admit of 
extraction; for which reafen. 1. dilated the 
Wound of the Dura Mater; with the point 
of a Lancet, this rendered the extraétion of 


the Bone. eafy,. After the Operation was 
.finifhed, the Part was drefied in.a_ fuperficial 
-manner. with dry Lint, covered with a foft 


Plecit of ‘Tow that was {pread with white 
Cerate. ‘Iheie Applications were kept on with 
a double headed Roller. In twenty-four Hours 


after the Operation the ufe of the Patient's 
tight Side began to return, and in four Days 
alter, {he perfely recovered of the Palfy. F 


rom 
this 
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this time, fhe continued in a very promufing 
way till the end of the fixteenth Day, when 
the Paralyfis returned; fhe then complained of 
confiderable Pain a little below the Part where 
the Operation had been performed; upon pref- 
{ure the Pain encreafed; for thefe Reafons, as 
well as on account of the Difcharge being con- 
fiderable in quantity, I proceeded to the perfor- 
mance of a fecond Operation, about an Inch 
and half below the Edge of the former 
Wound. After the piece of Bone was removed, 
] examined whether there was any Lodgment of 
Blood or Matter betwixt the internal sider of 
the Scull, andthe Dura Mater; but as there was 
no fuch appearance, I divided the Dura Mater 
with the point of a Lancet, upon a fuppofi- 
tion that there might poflibly be fomething of 
that kind under this Membrane, or if there 
was no Extravafation I judged that a more 
ready Iffue would by thefe means be allowed of 
to the Impofthumation above,but no Difcharge 
followed this Incifion; however, the Paient 
was confiderably eafed by the fecond Opera- 
tion, and continued fo for two or three Days, 
when fhe relapfed into her former Pain ; the 
Pain remained with very little alesis till 


) ioe twenty- -fourth Dey after the firtt Opera- 


tion, 
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tion; on that Day, fhe was feized with a Dz- 
arrbea, attended with Delirium, and in four 
Days after this Attack fhe expired. A few 
Days before her Death, the Difcharge became 
extremely fcetid, it appeared black, and gra- 
dually diminifhed. 

I was. not permitted to infeee the Brain 
after her Deceafe, which I fhould have been 
glad of doing, that this Account might have 
been rendered more complete. 


~ N. B. During the courfle of my Attendance 
upon this Patient, I obferved that a confider- 
able Fungus, or rather, that a part of the 
Brain had protruded through the firft Open- 
ing that was made in the Scull: This Emi- 
nence continued till the performance of the 
fecond Operation: Soon after which, it totally 
fubfided at the place where the firft Operation 
was performed, and appeared in as great a 
degree at the fecond Opening that was made 
through the Scull, which continued till the 
Patient’s Death. . 


CASE 


-vifible Depreffion of it, the Fracture extended 
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Of a Fraiture of the left Parietal Bone of the 

Scull, attended with a feparation of the Coronal 
Suture, and a flight Depreffion of the Os 
Frontis, fucce/sfully treated. | 


N the firft of November, 1757, M. F. 

#/ aged fifty-three Years, being engaged in 
his ufual Bufinefs at a Sugar Ware-houfe, and 
immediately affifting in conveying an Hogf- 
head of Sugar by means of Ropes and Pulleys, 
into an upper Loft, the Ropes accidentally gave 


way; the Cafk fell down, and ftruck the 


poor Man on the upper and fore part of his 
Head ; he immediately dropped down, deprived 


of all Senfe and Motion. Upon his admiffion 
into the Hofpital, which was. in afew Hours 


after the Accident, the ftate of the Cafe ap= 


peared as is hereafter related. The Scalp 


was confiderably contufed, and lacerated; the 
anterior and lateral Part of the Icft Parietal] 
Bone appeared to be broke, but without any 


to 
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to the Sagittal, juft above its conjunction with 
the Coronal Suture: Seeing this, a large Piece 
of the Scalp was removed (by Incifion) and the 
Bone being carefully divefted of its immediate 
covering (the Pericranium) the Operation of 
the Trepan was performed upon the fractured 
Part, which being finifhed, gave iffue to a {mall 
quantity of extravafated Blood that lay upon 
the Dura Mater: Immediately after the 
Operation the Patient was removed to bed; 
and fixteen Ounces of Blood were taken from 
his Arm. In a few Hours afterwards, the 
poor Man recovered bis Senfes, and continued 
tolerably well till the third Day following, 
when he began to complain of confiderable 
Pain in the fore part of his Head; of a dim- 
nefs.in his Sight, and at’ the fame time he 
obferved, that Obje€ts appeared multiplied to 
him: His Pulfe was quick, and full; and by 
prefling upon the right, and fuperior part’ of 
the Scalp, near the Edges of the Wound, 
the violence of the Symptoms was encreafed, 
This I confidered as a fufficient reafon for the 
removal of a greater part of the Scalp than 
had hitherto been done; in confeauence of 
which, I was enabled to difcover the Source of 
his Complaints, which arofe from a {eparation 


of 


Crarstns; 7725 Sao ROGIEORAYs 


of the Coronal Suture, and a flight Depreflion 
of the upper Part of the Frontal Bone at its 
connection with the, right Parietal Bone: To 
remove thefe Symptoms, I applied the Trepan, 
fo as to fecure the deprefied Part of the Os 


Frontis within the compafs. of the Crown. of 


the Saw; by thefe means I neceflarily included 


a {mall Portion of the Sagittal Suture, and of 


the Coronal Suture. Upon a removal of the 
piece of Bone, I difcovered a {mall Quantity 
of coagulated Blood lying loofely upon the 


Dura Marter, which being wathed away with. 


a foft Spunge dipt in warm Water, I covered 
the Wound with Doffils of dry Lint, and put 
the Patient to Bed. In a very few Hours after 
the Operation, his Complaints were greatly 
abated; and from this time he continued to 
mend till the finifhing of his Cure, which 
was in about ten Weeks after the perfor- 
mance of the firft, Operation. During the 
 courfe of his Ilnefs, he was occafionally let 
~ Blood, purgative Clyfters were adminiftered, 


‘and he was very ftrictly confined to the mott 


innocent. Diet for near fix Weeks, fuch as 
‘thin Milk-pottage, Panado, Barley-water, and 
Sago: tthe end of that time, I pany 


allowed (uch Solids as were of the innoc ent 
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BALE ‘ d, 


CASES #2 SURGERY. 


kind, to wit, Puddings, Chicken, boil’d Veal 
and Mutton. 


OA As ae Vea 


Of a Deprefion of the Os Frontis and Con- 
cuffion of the Brain, in which the Operation 


of the Trepan was fuccefsfully apply d. 


& S. a young Gentleman betwixt 6 and 7 

* Years of age, in Yu/y 1758, accidentally 
fell from a Horfe, and pitched upon the upper 
part of the Forehead; he was taken up and 
carried home in a fenfelefs Condition. I was 


called to his Affiftance in lefs than an Hour 


after the Accident had befallen him. I found 
him in a deep Sleep, attended with loud Snort- 
ings, juft as though he had been in a Fit of 
Apoplexy. By prefling upon the fore part of 
the Head the Integuments on the right Side 
felt very loofe and flabby, and the Impreffion 
of my Fingers remained for fome time; there 
was no Laceration of the Scalp, but it was not 
difficult to perceive there was a Depreffion of 
the Scull. I advifed the immediate Application: 


of 
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of the Trepan, the Parents confented, and the 
Operation was accordingly performed upon the 
depreffed Bone. Betwixt the Cranium and Dura 
Mater there was a fmall Quantity of extrava- 
fated Blood, which I wiped away with a 
Spunge; the Wound was dreffed fuperficially 
with dry Lint, and the Boy was immediately 
let Blood to feven Ounces from the Arm; 
foon after this Treatment he gradually recover'd, 
and on the next Day was perfe€lly reftored to 
his Senfes; there were no Difficulties attended 
the Cure, but fuch as were removed by.one 
or two occafional Bleedings and laxative Clyf 
ters. The Dura Mater was not fo afteed 
as to render it advifeable to divide it, nor 
was there any fprouting Funeus from the 
Wound during the Procefs of the Cure, that 
was at all troublefome. A piece of the Scalp, 
the fize of a Crown-piece, was cut away to 
admit of a free ufe of the Trepan, and almoft 
as much of the Surface of the Scull was de- 
prived of the Pericranium,; there was not the 
leaft Exfoliation of the Bone, or Surface of the 
Dura Mater. In fix Weeks the Wound was 
quite healed, andthe Boy has been exceeding 
well ever fince. 


CASE 
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Of the Operation of the Trepan. 


HE manner of performing the Opera- 
A tion is this; The Patient being feated 
upright in his Bed, on a Stool, Table, or Chair 


of a convenient height, and properly fecured 
by two or three Affiftants, fo that his Head, 
“Arms, Legs, and Body may be kept as fteady 


as poffible, the Surgeon with a round edged 
Knife (fuch as is made ufe of in cutting for the 
Stone, and on many other occafions) muft make 
a circular Incifion, at leaft as large as a Crown- 
piece, through the Scalp, which is to be diflected 
up from the fubjacent Bone: When the Scalp 
is removed, which can feldom be fo effectually 
done as to clear away the Tendinous Expanfion 
of the Occipito Frontalis Mufcle, and the Pe- 
ricranium at the fame time, the Surgeon mutt 
proceed to a farther removal of thefe Parts, 
till the Bone becomes quite bare: This being 
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effected, he muft apply the Perforator to the 
Cranium, and bore a Hole fufficiently deep for 
the point of that Pin which is fixed in the 
Center of the circular Saw, the ufe of which 
Pin is to keep the trepanning Inftrument fteady 
till the Teeth of it have made themfelves a 
Groove fufficiently deep for preferving it in a 
proper Direétion, during the farther execution 
of this Procefs of the Operation; when the 
central Pin muft be taken away, that the Mem- 
branes and Brain may not be wounded in con- 
fequence of its Projection: The Inftrument 
muft now with care be moved equally on every 
fide in‘a circular manner, till we arrive at the 


Diploe, which is a cellular Body containing a | 
greater or leffer Quantity of bloody Marrow | 


according to the Patient’s age, and is fituated 
etwixt the two Tables of the Scull: This Diplee, 
or Meditullium, has never once been wanting, (as 
J have yet obferved) in the many Operations I 
have performed in living or dead Subjects, but 
in dried Sculls of old People I have now and 
then obferved it to be quite obliterated in fome 
parts of the Parietal and Frontal Bones, though 
feldom in Spaces fo large as to equal the fize 
of the Crown of the trepanning Inftrument. 
E When 
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When we arrive at the Dzple, it is neceflary 
to proceed with great Caution, Ieft we inad- 
vettently wound the Dura Mater with the 
Teeth of the Saw: Upon a removal of the 
piece of Eone (which fometimes happens by 
its {ticking in the Cavity of the Inftrument, 
and is at other ‘Times neceflary to be done with 
a pair of Forceps,) we are to proceed to the 
Elevation of the Scull in cafe of a Depreffion 
of it: After having firft made fmooth the Cir- 
cumference of the Bone with the Lenticular, if 
neceflary: The raifing up of the deprefied part 
of the Bone may conveniently be done by one of 
the extremities of the Handle of the trepanning 
Inftrument being carefully introduced betwixt 
the deprefied Part of the Cranium and the Dura 
Mater, at the fame time, obferving to exert 
fuch a degree of Force with the Elevator as is 
capable of raifing the Depreffion fo effeCtually 
as to render the external Surface of the Scull 
uniformly even. If a fingle Operation be in- 
fafficient to effect this (as I have often known ° 
it to be) a fecond or third muft be performed, 
that the Surgeon may be enabled to raife up 
every part of the deprefled Bone; which Rule 
mutt RriGtly be obferved, otherwife the Opera- 
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ration cannot be expected to be attended with 


fuccefs, as the bad Effects of an opprefs'd_ 


Brain muft in part remain. The place where 
the Inftrament fhould be applied muft be upon 
that part of the Scull which will admit of the 
ufe of the Elevator to the greateft Advantage. 


During. the ufe of the Saw, the bony Dutt 


muft be removed by blowing on the Part, 
afterwards making ufe of a fmall Pencil Bruth 
to {weep away more effectually that which 
remains behind in the bottom of the Groove: 
or if neceffary he may’ employ the Point of a 
Tooth-pick for this purpofe. The Teeth of the 
Saw are to be cleanfed by a fmall Bruth (which 


is to be met with in every Cafe of Inftruments 


defigned for this Operation) or by wiping them 


- with a Cloth: If the Injury of the Scull be a 


Fracture with Depreffion, the Inftrament mutt 


be fixed upon the firm part of the Bone on. 


one fide of the Part broken, fo as to include 
the Fracture, and a {mall part of the deprefied 


Bone within its Circle ; but if the FraGure be 
_ not complicated with a Depreffion of the Bone, 


the Center of the Inftrament muft be -applied 


as near as may be to the Crack; becaufe in 
the firt Inftance the depreffed Bone being 


moveable, on account of its feparation from 
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the neighbouring immoveable part of the Scull, 
is incapable of fupporting the Prefiure that is 
neceflary to be made upon the Part with the 
Inftrument in the performance of this Opera- 


tion; in Confequence of which, the Mem- 


branes and Brain itfelf muft be in danger of 
fuffering confiderably before the Operation can 
be finifhed, if that Method be not followed. 
But this can by no means be the Cafe in the 
fecond Inftance where the parts of the Bone 
remain fixed, and upon an equality with one 
another. It may be obferved that I have di- 
rected a Piece of the Scalp, as big as a Crown- 
piece, to be cut away, previous to the ufe of 
the trepanning Saw; but in fome Inftances it 
will be found neceflary to differ from this Rule, 
and: to take away a Piece of the Scalp at leat 
three Times as large, fince Fractures are fome- 
times found to extend quite crofs the Scull, 
even from one temporal Bone to the other; 
an Inftance of which I was fometime fince 
confulted in, where both the Parietal Bones, 
one of the temporal Bones, and the Os Frontis 
were confiderably broke; in this Cafe I tre- 
pan’d the Patient in two Places, and took away 
a large piece of Bone befides, which being fe- 
Parated from its neighbouring Parts lay loofe, 

and 
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and preffed upon the Dura Mater. ‘This was 
by much the moft general Fracture of the 
Scull I ever faw, and I muft acknowledge 
(from the great Degree of Preflure which the 
Membranes and Brain had fuffered, as well as 


from the State of Stupidity I found the Patient 
in) I had very little hopes of his Recovery, but 


he neverthelefs did well, and has ever fince 
enjoyed his perfect Senfes. It is now feve- 
ral Years fince this Operation was performed. 
The manner of treating the Wound or 
Wounds, immediately after the Operation of 
the Trepan, mutt firft be by ftopping the 
Hemorrhage, this may in general be done with- 


out tying the Veflels; the next thing to be 


done is to wipe clean the Surface of the Dura 


Mater with a bit of foft Spunge dipt in warm 


Water, or with a piece of Lint fecured upon the 
End of a Probe, and dipt in warm Oil, after 
this; dry Lint is to be laid loofely upon the 
whole Surface of the Wound. The Lint may 
be covered with a Pledgit of Tow {pread with 
Ceratum album, or any other cooling Ointment 
that has neither Turpentine nor Refin in it, 
which Ingredicnts very often prove too ftimu- 
lating to the Skin when long continued, and 
occation troublefome Itchings, attended with 
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‘Inflammation. The firft Applications fhould 


not be removed till three Days after the Ope- 
ration, unlefs the Difcharge from the Wound 
be fo great as to make it neceflary to do fo; or 
the Patient fhould complain of any uneafinefs 
arifing from the fmell or ftfinefs of the Drefi- 
ings. ‘This Method of treating the Wound 
fhould be continued during the whole Pro- 
grefs of the Cure, fo far as relates to the Dura 
Mater, unlefs that Membrane has been con- 
tufed, or it has been found neceflary to di- 
vide it, under which Circumftances it thould 
be drefied with fuch Applications as are gently 
deterfive and moderately ftimulating, till a Se- 
paration of the loofe and contufed Part is 
form’d; fuch for Inftanceas the Honcy of Rofes 
alone made warm, in which Doffils of Lint 
muft be dipt and applied to the Surface of the 
Dura Mater, or with the addition of an eighth 
Part of Brandy, or Tin@ure of Myrrh, added to 
the Honey of Rofes. Thefe Dreflings are ne- 
ceflary when the Difcharge is feetid, and the 
Membrane looks loofe and difcoloured ; they 
muft be continued till the Parts are quite © 
clean, and Granulations begin to appear, when 
the ufe of dry Lint is to be preferred to all 
other Applications, at the fame time obferving 

: to 
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to keep a moderate Preffure early upon the Part, 
to prevent, if poflible, a luxuriancy of Fleth; but 
if thefe Methods fhould be found unequal to 
the Tafk, and the Fungus fhoots up a confider- 


able height above the Surface of the Scull, it. 


muft be removed by the Knife rather than by 
Ligature, efpecially if Efcharoticks, affitted by 
{trict Comprefs and Bandage, have been in- 
 effetually tryed. Every time the Patient is 
drefled the Wound fhould be expofed as little 
as may be to the Air, particularly in cold 
Weather. The frequency of drefling the 
Wound muft depend upon the Quantity of the 
Difcharge, but ‘in general once in twenty-four 
Hours will be found fufficient. As to Fomen- 
tations, emollient ones may be ufed for the firft 
ten Days or Fortnight, after that, a foft 
Spunge dipt in hot Water, and ufed in fuch a 
manner as to cleanfe the Wound, will generally 
be fufficient for the purpofe. I have taken 
Notice that it is fometimes necefiary to divide 


the Dura Mater with a Lancet, but for the 


propriety of this part of the Operation I re- 


- fer to the Remarks upon the Cafes of Ff. C. . 
p. 34, and M. F. p. 43. as well as for the ge- 


neral ‘Treatment of the Patient {fo far as relates 
to Evacuations and Diet ; but it is neceflary to 
EK 4 ob- 
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obferve, that during the Progrefs of the Cure, 
it will fometimes be found advifeable to give 
Cordial Medicines, and to apply Blifters when 
the Patient is too much reduced by Evacuations 
and athin fpare Diet. 


Cet A> kp eueitite 


Of the Cataract. 


HAT Difeafe of the Globe of the Eye 
dL which is diftinguithed from other Dif. 
eafes of this Part by the term Cataraé, is fuffici- 
ently known to the Experienced to be. an aftec- 
tion of the Chryffalline, or middle Humour of 
the Eye. 

Wuen the Malady is arrived at its utmoft 
Period it is accompanied with fuch an Opacity 
of this convex Lens as totally obftructs the 
Rays of Light in their Paflage, and confe- 
quently prevents them from producing fuch 
Effets upon the bottom of the Eye, as are 
brought about ina tranfparent or undifeafed 
State of it, provided the Refiza and Vitreous 
Humour be perfe&t, and the Cataraé? not com- 
plicated with any other Affection of the Eye: 
But though the Cataraé? be impervious to the 
ertetn Rays 
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Rays of Light, it muft be remembered that 
fome of the Rays fall obliquely betwixt the 
Iris and Cataraé, and the Eye can diftinguith 
Light and glaring Colours. ‘To have a com- 
petent Knowledge of this Difeafe, and to be 

enabled to diftinguifh. it from any other Defect | 
of the Eye, it is previoufly neceffary to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the Situation of 
the Chry/falline Humour, with the changes of 
Colour this Humour naturally undergoes in 
fome Subjects at different times of Life; and 
likewife to know that when the Cafaraécé is 
complicated with any of the following Cir- 
cumftances, to wit, a confiderable change of 
the fhape of the Globe of the Eye; a thicken- 
ing and cloudinefs of the Cornea; an infen- 
fibility of the Optic Nerve (Gutta Serena) 
which is expanded upon the whole of the bot- 
tom of the Eye, and forms that Coat known 
by the Name of the Retina, it is abfolutely 
wrong to attempt the Operation of Couching, 
It is likewife neceflary to be affured that the 

 fuccefs of this Operation, which at beft is pre-_ 
carious, is much more fo when there is an 
Adhefion of any part of the difeafed Chry/fal- 
line to the Tunica Iris: For in this Diforder 
* of the Eye it is not only proper to be ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the manner of performing the 
Operation, ®but to be able to diftinguifh whe- 
ther the Cafe be not attended with fuch Cir- 
cumftances as may render the Attempt of ‘it 
more than ufually uncertain, if not abfolutely 
improper. To determine whether the Globe 
of the Eye be or be not changed from its na- 
tural Size or Shape, is a very eafy matter, by 
comparing it with a found Eye, or by merely 
reflecting upon the natural Form of this Body. 
If the Cornea be thickened, (as often happens 
after the Small Pox and in fcrophulous habits 
of Body) that defect of the Eye may be readily 
known, by remembring that the Cornea is the 
anterior Coat of the Eye, and therefore cannot 
eafily be miftaken for the Cataract, which is © 
an Opacity of that internal Part of the Globe 
whofe fituation is oppofite to, and a little way 
behind the Pupil, vulgarly called the Sight 
of the Eye, by looking through which the 
Difeafe will difcover itfelf by the Chryfaline 


being changed into a cream colour, a dei 


colour, or a darkith grey, Fe. i 

~ Ir there be fuch a defect in the Expanfion 
of the Optic Nerve (which is the immediate _ 
feat of Vifion) as renders it infenfible, and 


this be the only Difeafe pf the part, the Pa- 


tient’s 


Bases wh Sure we xvi 
tient’s Eye cannot be affected by the ftrongeft 
Light, the Eye will be perfectly tranfparent, 
the Pupil will be extremely dilated, and there 
will, in moft Inftances, be no Motion at all of 
the Iris, at leaft the Motion of the Pupil will 
be fo fimall as to be difficultly diftinguifhed. 

From thefe feveral Circumftances being 
compared with thofe Particulars relating to the 
Cataract, it will be eafy to underftand the 
difference betwixt the few Difeafes of the Eye 
I have here taken notice of. However, Iam 
convinced the beft Method that can be taken 
to inform thofe who have but a fuperficial Idea 
of the Structure and Dileafes of the Eye, is to 
exhibit three Eyes; the firft with a thicknefs 
and opacity of the Cornea, the fecond with a 
Gutta Serena, the third with a Cataraé; which 
I have often done for the Information of fuch 
whofe Education have not entitled them to a 
knowledge of thefe Difeafes, by which means 
they have received more immediate and per- 
manent Inftructions than they could otherwife 
have fo fpeediiy acquired. 

To explain what is meant by an Adhefion 
of the Catarad to the Iris, and to convey fuch 
an Idea of this Circumftance to thofe who have 
not a previous knowledge of the Parts, I am 

apprized 
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apprized is a Tafk attended with fome diffi- 
culty, becaufe it is firft of all neceflary to know 
that the Chry/talline Lens is at a {mall diftance 
from the Iris in its natural flate, and by this 
means forms that Space which Anatomutts call 
the pofterior Chamber of the Eye: However, 
I may pronounce, that under thefe Circum- 
ftances of the Difeafe, the Chry/ftalline Lens is 
either mov d forwards, or the Iris is moved 
backwards to produce this Effect, and that if 
there be a complete Adhefion of thefe two 
Parts, the original Space betwixt the anterior 
Part of the Chry/fa/iine Humour, and pofterior 
Part of the Iris, in courfe becomes loft, the 
action of the Pupil ceafes, and the Rays of 
Light are incapable of being tranfmitted be- 
yond the Iris and Cateraé, on which account 


there remains no degree of Sight in that Eye; 


fo that the ftate of the Retzya and Vitreous 
Humour confequently cannot be judged of, 
which are fufficient Reafons for forbidding the 
Operation of Couching. 

Ir it be urged, that under thefe. Circum- 
ftances it may be advifeable to perform the 
Operation of dividing the Iris above or below 
the Cataract, Lanfwer, that the fame Objections 
are to be made to this Attempt. In fhort, to 

| {peak 
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fpeak plainly and fairly, however ingenious 
that Operation of dividing the Iris may be 
thought (in cafe of an abfolute Contraction 
of the Pupil, or of a perfect Adhefion of the 
Cataraé to the Iris) which was invented. and 
recommended by that great Operator Mr. Che- 
felden ; I muft confefs I never yet faw a fingle 
Inftance of any good Effe& arifing from it, 
and therefore cannot recommend it as an 
advifeable Operation under any Circumftance 
whatfoever. 

Ir the Adhefion of the Cataraé# to the 
Iris be in part only, and the Retina be perfect, 
there will be a fufficient Quantity of the Rays 
of Light tranfmitted obliquely betwixt the 
Iris and Cataract to the lateral parts of the 
Retina, to enable the Patient to diftinguifh 
Light, and fometimes too fuch Bodies as are 
white, or red. Under thefe Circumftances of 
the Difeafe, the Operation is advifeable in 
expectation of affording that Relief to the 
Blind, which they by any other means have 
very little Chance of attaining to: The pro< 
bability of which may be learned from the 
following Cafe of W. L. But before I pro- 
eeed to relate it, I mutt obterve, that if one. 
Eye only be affected with a Cataraé?, and the 

| other 
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other be perfectly found, or in a‘confiderable 
degree ufeful, the Operation fhould never be 
undertaken, even fuppofing the Difeafe to be 
of the moft favourable kind: For let the Suc- 
cefs of the Operation be ever fo happy, the 
Eye from which the Chryffalline Lens is re- 
moved cannot be reftored to a Degree of per- 
fection at all equal to that of the found Eye, 
without the conftant ufe of a very Convex 
Glafs. 


CoA S'E  X: 


A flort Account of fome. extraordinary Faéls 
_ attending the Operation of Couching, &c. 


WV L. aged 26, about nine Years ago was 

~  “ fuddenly attacked with a Dimnefs in 
both his Eyes, which happened without any 
previous Accident or Pain in the Head; the 
Diforder continued for three Years in much 
the fame State, when it began to -increafe, 
and fo continued till he became incapable of 
diftinguifhing Objeéts. He remained under 
thefe Circumftances till March, 1748, when he 


came to London, and put himfelf under my Care- 
| THE 
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Tue Difeafe was a Catarat?, or Opakenefs 
in each of the Chry/lalline Humours; that in 
the right Eye appeared to adhere to the 
inferior Part of the Iris, but without any De- 
fect or Alteration in the fhape of the Pupil. 
He was capable of diftinguifhing Light, and 
Colours. In the left Eye, the Chry/talline 
Humour. was adherent to the greateft Part of 


the Iris. The Pupil extended beneath the 


Catarad#, and had changed its Shape from a 
Circle, to an oblong; through the lower Part 
of which, a fmall Share of Light was admitted 
to the bottom of the Eye. 

From thefe Circumftances, I judged it 
improper to meddle with the left Eye, and at 
the fame time confidered the Event of the 


Operation as precarious in the Right. How- 


ever, I undertook it upon a probability of 
Succefs, and couched the right Eye on* the 
third of Apri/ following. 

Upon endeavouring to deprefs the Cataraé 
I perceived it to make a confiderable Refiftance 


tothe Inftrument, which ‘was occafioned by 


its adhefion to the inferior Part of the Iris: 


- So that I was obliged to direct my Needle 


underneath the Cataraé, and lift it up, be- 
fore I could difengage it from the Iris; which 
I 
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I effected with fome difficulty, and at length 
deprefied it. | 

Tue Patient fuffered very little Pain from 
the Operation. In fix Days after, I examined 
the Eye, when the Cataraé# appeared to have 
re{umed its former Situation. — 

Own the third of May following, I couched 
the Eye a fecond Time; the Cataraéd# fub- 
fided much more eafily than before; this 
Operation was attended with as little Pain 
as the preceding: Upon examining the Eye a 
Week after, I perceived the Catarad to have 
rifen a fecond Time, but fo imperfedtly, as 
to cover the lower Half of the Pupil only. 
The upper Half of it appeared clear, and he 
could diftinguifh Letters through it, by the 
help of a Convex Glafs. 

I was in hopes from this Appearance, that 
the Cataracé might in time have fubfided (as 
I have frequently known it do under the hke 
Circumftances) without any farther Trial. But 
on account of the little Pain the Patient had 
faffered from thefe Operations, he infifted 
upon a Third, which I performed upon the 
twenty-third of the fame Month, and the 
Chryflalline was eafily deprefled. But fuch 
was the Difpofition of the Cataraé, that it 

“role 
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-tofe up a third time, but in fo fhaking and 
wafted a Condition, as to promife a fpeedy 
Difappearance. However, the Patient remain- 
ing diflatisfied, and unwilling to return Home 
upon a bare Probability.of its wafting away, 
I was prevailed upon to perform the Opera- 
tion a fourth Time. 

Tue Catarad immediately fubfided upon 
the flighteft Touch of the Needle, and did not 
appear again, 

Tue Patient, in a Fortnight after the Clear 
tion, was capable of reading and writing, with 
the Afiiftance of a Convex Glafs, and now 
fees well enough to follow his Profeffion of 
Surgery and Pharmacy. It is remarkable that 
there was hardly any Inflammation or Pain; 
in confequence of either of thefe Opera- 
tions. 

WueEN he firft began to look at a Candle, 
or any other fingle Object, it appeared to 
him multiplied; and when he firft read, he 


conceived of Letters as remaining imprinted ; 


upon the Bottom of the Eye for fome Hours 
afterwards, but by alittle ufe thefe Phencmena 
were quite removed, 


65 


66 


CASES: 72°S U R-GEPR YY. 


Ron Mi A Rae. 


From this Example it appears, -how diffi- 
cult it is to remove the Cataract effectually, 


“when complicated with an adhefion of it to 
the Iris: and again, how warrantable it is 


to repeat the Operation with a Probability of 
Succefs, in fuch Cafes as are attended with 


‘the like favourable Circumftances. 


Ir the Chry/falline had been totally removed 
by Extraction, thefe Returns of the Difeafe 
could not have happened. But I am inclined 


to think, that 1f it had been attempted by 


opening the Cornea, the Operation would 
not probably have terminated fo happily; fince 
the Vitreous Humour muft in all likelihood 
have been wholly, or in a great part difcharged, 
in endeavouring at a Removal of the Cory fal 
fine: Inftances of which I have known to 
occur, attended with fuch Circumftances, as to 
render a fecond Operation impracticable. So 


that however fuccefsful this Method of Ope-) 


rating may have proved in Cafaraés that are 
quite free from Adhefion;. yet I -think the? 


Operation is not likely to be attended with 


equal benefit, when they are otherwife circum-., 
{tanced. ) 
Mo N- 
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MownsreuR Daviel’s own Accounts of the 
Succefg attending his method of opening the 
Cornea, and extracting the Cdry/faline, are 


fo very extraordinary, as almoft to exceed - 


probability; and+I + cannot help confidering 
them as partial, when I reflect upon the Ac- 
counts given ‘us of the very different Succes 
attending this Operation, when performed by 
others in nearly the fame manner, as well as 
from my own Experince. 

From the refult of thofe Px perinentss 


which- were made upon nineteen Eyes by 


M. Morand, M. Poyet, and by M. De la Faye, 
of which there is a particular Account given 
in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sur- 
gery at Paris, printed in the Year 1753, it 
appears that the Benefit attending both methods 
of Operating is fo nearly equal, as to make 
it uncertain which of the two is attended with 
the greateft Succefs: So that, in all probabi- 
lity, both methods of Operating may be found 
to have their Advantages in particular Cafes. 

_. Since [have taken the Liberty of making 
fome Remarks upon M. Daviel’s own Ac- 


count, of the great Succefs attending his — 


method of the Removal of Cataradts, by 
extracting the Chry/falhne Humours ; perhaps 
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it will not be unacceptable, fhould I make 
fuch an Abftract from his own Memoir as 
immediately relates to this particular, and the 
manner of his performing thefe Operations ; 
upon prefumption of mecting with this 
Indulgence, I have added a fecond Abftract 
relating to the Event of thofe feveral Opera- 
tions which were performed by M. Morand, 
M. Poyet, and M. De la Faye. 


One AGP ome 


The Manner of Couching. 


HE Method which IJ take for perform- 
ing the Operation is this; the Patient 


is feated upon a Stool of a convenient height ; 


immediately behind the Patient is placed an 


_Affiftant, who fupports the Head, and in- 


clines it a little forwards, by prefling gently 


with his Breaft alone, or by the affiftance of 
a Pillow placed betwixt the Affiftant and the 


Patient if neceffary; the fame Affifant muft © 
~ carefully lift up the fuperior Eye-lid, and pre- — 
ferve it in this Situation by gently freffing it 


againtt 


againft the back part of the Patient’s Head, 
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again{ft the upper partof the Oréit: At the 
fame time, the Operator muft gently deprefs 
the inferior Eye-lid with the Finger of his left 
Hand; fuppofing the Operation be performed 
upon the left Eye; taking care that the Globe 
of the Eye be not fqueezed. Two Affittants, 
-oneon each Side, muft fecure the Patient’s 
Hands; thefe things being done, and the other 
Eye covered with a filk Handkerchief, or any 
thing elfe that is light and pliable; the Pa- 
tient muft be directed to look ftraight forwards, 
or with the Eye a little inclined towards the 
Nofe ; the Operator then muft fuddenly pene- 
trate the Globe of the Eye with the couching 
Needle (which has firft been made warm by 
dlipping the Blade of the Inftrument in hot 
Water) through the Lunca Albuginea, at a 
very {mall diftance beyond the Circumference 
of the Tunica Cornea, and as exactly as pof- 
fible in a line with the moft External part of 
_ the Circle of the Pupil; the Inftrument muft 
be cautioufly pufhed forwards, till it appears 


69 


, behind the Pupil, which it will always do 


4 ‘when the Eye remains tranfparent, and. the 
_ Eye-lids are kept open: The Operator, muft 
now take care to prefs the Cafarad gently 
downwards, and a little outwards, with the 

| V3 flat 
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flat Surface of the Inftrument, which will 
fometimes be immediately and happily effect- 
ed; but if the Cataraé# fhould not readily 
fubmit, the Needle muft be carefully moved 


~. underneath the Cataraé?, and gently raifed up; 


by which means the Caaracé may be feparated 
from the Proceffus Ciliares and Aranea below, 
and may at the fame time be difengaged 
from the inferior Portion of the Tunica Iris, 
(fuppofing it to be flightly connected with 
that Membrane) which cannot always be fore- 
feen: After the Cataraé is thus lifted. up, 
fuppofing it not to fall below the Pupil by its 
own weight, the Dire€tion of the couching 
Needle muft be altered and conveyed a little 
above the upper portion of the Circle of the 


Pupil, afterwards inclining the Infument 
~<downwards, and obliquely outwards; by thefe 


means the Catarad will be {fo effectually dit 


lodged from the Bed of the Vitreous Humour, 
and its nutrient Veflels probably be fo much 


deftroyed, as to bring on a gradual Decay of 
it. In introducing the Needle through the Coats 
of the Eye, to wit, the Tunica Conjunchiva, 


« bd Oo. e 
-Albuginea, Sclerotica, Cherides and Tunica Re- 
fina, it will. be right to do it with the flat 
‘Surfaces of the Inftrument, looking upwards 


and 
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‘and downwards; fince by this method, the 
wound through the Coats of the Eye will be 
made with the direction of the Fibres, and 
confequently lefs Violence be done in the Opera- 
tion than if the Blade of that Inftrument had 


penetrated the Eye in a different direction.. 
When the Operation is finifhed, the Patient’s 


Eye muft be immediately covered with fome 
repellent and cooling Ointment fpread upon 
Rag, fuch as the Unguentum Tripbarmacum, 
Saturninum, or the Coagulum Aluminofum. THe 
muit be let blood, and kept in a dark place 
fo long as the Pain and Inflammation remain. 
After the Operation, the Patient muft fit up- 
right for fome Hours, as this will’ be the 
smott favourable Pofture for preventing .the 
rifing gp of the Cataract. To render the Ca- 
taract (ill the lefs liable to. refume its natural 
Situation, as well as to prevent a Fever, the 
Patient mutt live abftemioufly for fome Days, 
and take fuch Food as requires little or no 
chewing. It now and then happens, that 

vomiting follows this Operation; but that 
Symptom feldom remains long; when it has 
proved more ftubborn than ufual, Ihave 
known a Grain of Opium, or an Ounce of 
Syrup of Diacodium, remove it. Fomentations 
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of warm Milk applyed to the Eye-lids twice 
or thrice a Day, and. continued for five or: 
fix Minutes each time by the help of a’ warm 
Sponge or a bit of fine Rag, are neceflary 
fo long as any Inflammation, Pain or Stiffnefs 
of the Eye remains. If the Eye fhould con- 
tinue weak, and be attended with a more than 
common Secretion of the Tears, after the 
Inflammation and Pain are removed, I have, 
in fuch inftances, made ufe of cold Spring- 
water with a third part of Brandy, to advantage: 
At other times, I have ufed the Agua Sapphi- 
rina, lowered with common Water, with 
which the Eyes have been wafhed Morning 
and Evening; obferving at the fame time, not 
on a fudden to expofe the Eyes to much light, 
but to ufe them to it gradually. The length 
of time neceflary for confining the Patient’s 
Eyes from the Light is quite uncertain; in 
fome, there is very little Inflammation or 
Pain after the Operation; in others, there 
is 2 great deal of both, attended with very 
fevere Head-Aches; when thefe Symptoms 
occur the Patient muft take fome cooling 
Purges, and if neceflary perpetual Blifters: 
fhould ‘be applyed behind the Ears, or to'the 
nape of the Neck, | 

cae Se In 


Castes m‘ SURGERY. 

In one Inftance of a Boy born with Ca- 
taraéts in both Eyes, which I at two feveral 
times endeavoured to deprefs with the couch- 
ing Needle, I found them fo uniformly foft 
that they made no refiftance at ail to the 
Inftrument, but admitted of its pafling through 
and through them juft as it is known to do 
through the Aqueous Humour of the Eye; 
The Boy received no benefit from the Opera- 
tions. This is. not that fpecies of Cataract 
diftinguifhed by the name of the Bag Cataraéf, 
which is of the confiftence of Cream, is con- 
tained loofely in the Coat of the Chry/alline Lens 
called by Anatomifts the dranea, and which 
upon being wounded evacuates its Contents, 
and diffufes them in the anterior and pofterior 
Chamber of the Eye, mixing with the Aqueous 
Humour, and rendering the Eye ‘turbid for 
fometime; but it is a fpecies of Cataradt fu; 


generis, which is rarely met with; and which, 


from any Appearance it has before the Opera- 
tion is performed, I believe cannot be afcer- 


tained. The fpecies of Cataraé I have jutt 


now defcribed may probably be more free’ 
quently met with in young than old People, 
as the Chry/ftaline Lens, in its natural State, 


is known to Anatomifts to be more foft in 


Infants 
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Infants thanin Adults. Since this particular 


Cafe has occurred to me I have couched a 


young Lady of thirteen Years of age, who was: | 


born with Cataraés, but there was no. ap- 


pearance of this liquid State of the Difeafe- 


The Operation was performed cn. both Eyes, 
one of which fucceeded very well: However it 
happened. in this Cafe that the Cataracts. were 
more foft and gave lefs refiftance to the In- 
{trument than could be wifhed, which’ indeed 
fometimes happens in the moft advanced times 
of Life. 

. Fut couching Needle fhould be made at 

“Jeaft a third part larger than thofe generally 

_ ufed upon this Occafion, as great advantages 
will be found in the depreffion of the Cataraé?, 

by the increafed Breadth of the Blade of that 
Inftrument. 
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A foort Abftrait from the Memoirs of the Royal 
Academy of Surgery at Paris, of an Account 
of the Operations of the Cataract, for the 
Extraction of the Chryftalline, done by Mon- 
fieur Poyet, before the Commiffaries of the 
Academy, as drawn up by Mefieurs Morand, 
and Verdier. 


HE Academy has obferved with plea- 

fure, the Eagernefs which has been 
fhewn to make the Operation for the Cataract 
more fimple and perfect, by extracting the 
Chryflalline, which has been fuccefsfully prac- 
tisd by M. Daviel, who has himfelf given an 
Account of this Method, Page 337. See 
| Acad. Royal of Surg. at Parts, printed Anno 
1753. Several Perfons have invented an In- 
ftrument, and almoft at the fame Time, with 
which the Cornea might be-divided in fuch a 
manner as to make one Tnftrument only ne- 
ceflary. 

Monsieur Poyet, formerly Surgeon of 
the Hérel Dieu, and lately appointed Surgeon 
of La Charité, hath prefented one of his own 
Invention. A little time afterwards, Mr. Sharp 
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of London, fent to M. Morand the Defign of 
another Inftrument, which he had exhibited 
to the Royal Society. 

MoNstEuR Poyet has already made fome 
Experiments upon dead Bodies with his In- 
ftrument, before the Commifiaries .named- by 
the Academy for that purpofe: They report that 
it appeard to them to have fucceeded parti- 


_cularly well. M. Aforend, from that time, en- 


gased to afk leave of the Governors of the 
Hofpital of Invalids, for M. Poyet and M. La 
Faye, to operate, which they confented to, 
out of regard to the, great zeal which the 
Surgeons, of Paris {hew for their Art. 
Monsitur Morand afiembled nineteen 


People difeas’d with proper Cataraé/s, who were 
prepard for the Operation; and on ‘fume the 


yith, 1753, they were all operated upon, one 
after another, Six of the Operations were per- 
formd by M. Morand, fix by M. La Faye, 
and jeven by M. Poyet; of which take the 
following Account. M. Morand endeavour’d 


_ to deprefs the Cataract of M. Vallot, an Officer 


aged 65 Years, but from fome unaccountable 


, Accident it efcaped from its Bed,, upon being 


touch’d with the Needle, and was ready. to 
pafs into the anterior Chamber’ of the Eye. 
Upon 


Cases # SuRrdgtaew 
Upon which M. Morand recommended the 
Patient to M. Poyet, as a favourable Opportu- 
nity of trying his Operation, which M. Poyeg 
accepted of. When the Cornea was {ufficiently 


divided, the Chry/alline immediately follow’d 


without any prefiure at all, and no Accident 
happened. The Cicatrix of the Cornea ap- 
pear'd firm on the eighth Day. ‘The Patient 
was vifited by the Commiffaries on ‘Yuly 11, 
and 25, when he declar’d he could not dif- 
tineuifh Objects. Upon Examination, it was 
‘found he had a Gutta Serena; and befides this, 
a fecond Cataraé was form’d by a thickening 
of the Membrane which invefts the Bed of 
the vitreous Humour. | 

Soba Baptiff Roux, aged 65, was operated 
upon next by M. Poyer ; after the Cormea was 
divided, the Chry/flaliine fell out upon the Eye 
being gently prefs’d; the Patient had only a 
fhght Inflammation of the Conjunéfiva; he 
was vilited by the Commiffaries on Fuly the 
“arith, and could diftinguith Objects. He was 


-vifited again on uly 25, and could only fee 


~Day-light; his Eye was attacked with an 
Inflammation ; upon the whole, he fees but 
little. | | 
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Peter Mercier, aged 64, was next operated 
upon, by M. Poyet, he had no bad Symptoms 
after the Operation: he fees very well. The 


Pupil has chang’d its Figure, and is not quite 


round. 

Francis Riviere, aged 56, was operated 
upon next, the Cornea of his right Eye was 
opened by M. Poyet; the Cornea of his left 
was opened by M. La Faye; he has had no 
Accident in the right, but has fuffered greatly 
in the left Eye; he can fee Light, but cannot 
diftinguifh Objects. 

Fulien Le Gendre, aged 70, had his Cornea 


opened by M. Poyet; he has had no Accident ; 


the Pupil has chang’d its fhape, and he can 
diftinguifh Colours. 
Claude Boucher, aged 72, had both his Eyes 


ery much funk, aia his Eye-lids a little cleft: 


The Section of the Cornea of the right Eye 
was alittle too {mall, by which means M. Poyet 


was obliged to preis the Eye a little more than - 


ufual, to {queeze out the Chry/falline. A con- 


fiderable Inflammation fucceeded this Opera-’ 
tion, which was followed with a .Suppuration ° 


‘of the whole Globe of the Eye, and the Pa- 


tient loft the Sight of it. The left Eye had 
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no Accident; the Patient with that fees indif- 
ferently well. 

Sucu was the State of M. Poyer’s Patients 
on Yuly the 25th, which was fix Weeks after 
the Operations. 

IT now remains for us to tell his Opinion 
upon fome Points, and compare his Operations 
with the others. M. Poyet thinks the Inftru- 
ment for cutting the Cornea, ought to be 
ftraight like his own; he pretends that the Iris 
is by that means lefs liable to be wounded, 
and that the SeCtion of the: Cornea made sith 
an Inftrument a little convex, becomes more 
difficult. 

Mr. Sharp’s Inftrument is_alfo fhenityt M. 
La Fay’s Inftrument is a little curv’d on the 
fore part of its Blade. But we have not been 
able to diftinguifh any difference in their ad- 
vantages. They each of them had one Patient 
whofe Iris was a little wounded. 

Monsieur Poyet attributes the Inflammation 
which befel the Eye of one of his Patients, 
to the Conjunctiva being wounded; but we 
do not think this a fufficient Reafon to ac- 
count for it. However, we agree with M. 
Poyet, that the Cornea fhould be divided’ two 
thirds of its Circumference to facilitate the 
: Exit 
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Exit of the Chry/alline, if it prefents itfelf readily ; 
or to be able by this means to cut with eafethe 


Capfula of the Chryftalline, if it adheres . too 


much to its Bed. We do not think that. the 
Impofthumations which happened to the Eye, 


operated upon by M. La Faye, and to that 
operated upon by M. Payer, are to be attributed 


to their Inftruments. Thefe Accidents have 
happened to M. Daviel; nor do we think 
thefe Accidents peculiar to the Operation of 
the Catarad by extraction of the Chrifaliine, 
fince we have feen them happen in the com- 
mon method of Couching. : 

In fine, we will give a fhort Account of the 


- Succefs of thefe nineteen Operations which have 


been fucceffively perform’d. 

Or the fix Cataraéts couch’d by M. Morand, 
in the common Method, three have fucceeded, 
and the Patients fee’ very well; three of the 
Cataracts are rifen again. | 

Or the fix which M. La Faye has operated 
upon by extracting the Catarad, there are 
two that ice well, two who ice not fo well, 
and two who do not fee at all. 

Or the feven operated upon by M. Payes, 
two of them {ce well, two not fo well, one 
fees Day-light, two do not.fee at all, 
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Tuts is a true Account of the Proceedings 
and Succefs of the Operations; but we are 
not anfwerable for any Accidents which may 
have happened fince our laft Examination, as 
they would be foreign to the Operation. 


ckokohookorkotorkorkoutsvtorockotookoekokeknckoatoatoctocty. 
Seep a ee ee 
Abjiratt from the Memoirs of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Surgery at Paris, publijh’d Anno 
1753: 
N Page 338, M. Daviel diftinguithes Ca- 
Hi. taracts into two Species only ; one he calls 
the true Cataract, or that of a good kind; 


the other he calls the falfe Cataraé, or that of — 


a bad kind, when it is accompanied with other 
Difeafes. He fays, it is not the Colour of 
the Cataraé? which determines the good Spe- 
cies, but other Circumftances, fuch as the 
Motion of the Pupil of the Eye, and the Abi- 
lity of diftinguifhing Day from Night. 


Monsieur Daviel fays, he receiv’d the firft | 


hint of this Operation from an Accident 
which happened to him in couching the com- 
mon way; the Cbry/lalline was broke into 
Pieces, and efcaped into the anterior Chamber 
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of the Eye.) This determin’d him, to open 
the Cornea tranfparens to empty the anterioz 
Chamber, after which, the Pupil -appear’d 
clear, and he could diftinguith, ObjeGts; but 
in ten\)Days after the Operation, there en- 
fued an Inflammation and Suppuration of the 
Eye, which he attributed entirely to the Vio- 


Jence done to the vitreous Humour, and to 


the inner Membranes of the Eye in his firft 
Attempt; this made him determine not to pro- 
ceed for the future in the fame Method, but 
to begin with opening the Cornea, and after- 
wards to introduce a. {mall Spatula into the 
anterior Chamber of the Eye, and to. diflodge 
the Chry/falline from its Bed; which he did 


upon a. Woman, and fhe was el in. fifteen 


Days. , 


Tur event of. this Operation. induced fas 


to try it. upon four more, which he did with 


Succels. But,fays he, there appeared to 
me to be ftill many things wanting to perfect 
this. Method. After thefe four, he tried the 
fame Method upon feveral others, but not with 
equal, beneht. From .this time he thought 
proper to try a new Method of eee 
‘The preceding Operations had been performed 
by three Inftruments, vz, a curved Needle, a 


4. pair 
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pair of crooked Sciflars, and a fmall Spatula. 
But he now undertook the Operation with two 
Inftruments only, one like a {mall Biftory, 
with which he opened the Sclerotica: After= 
wards he introduced a fmall Spatula through 
the fame opening into the Eye, betwixt the 
pofterior part of the Iris, and the Cdry/lalline 
Humour, and by this means eafily deprefs’d 
the Cataraé. 

A GREAT many Operations of this kind 
being attended with fuccefs, as many emi- 
nent Surgeons, he fays, can teftify, he thought 
for fome time this Method preferable to any 
other. He put in practice all the different 
Methods of Operating, and with all the 
different Inftruments: But he found upon the 
whole, that when the vitreous Humour, and 


the feveral Membranes that are fituated behind — 


the Iris, are difturbed by the Needle, there 
very often fucceeded Inflammations and Sup- 
purations. of the Eye, and fometimes an 
Atrophy of the Globe, with other Accidents. 


On which account he at length dropped this _ 


Method, and determined for the future to 
operate by opening the Cormea, as he had 
git at firft. 
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In the following Manner, he fays, he has 
performed two hundred and fix Operations, 
out of which, one hundred and eighty two 
have fucceeded. 

Iris of no Confequence (he. obferves) ob 
what kind the Cataraéts are, whether {ofs, 
hard, of long flanding, or of different Colours- 


. The Operation will fucceed equally well, if 


the Eyes be found in other refpects, becaufe 
the principal Intention of his Operation is the 
Extraction of the Chry/falline, which is eafily 
effected by thefe means. The Inftruments 
he employs are a curv’d Needle with a fharp 
Point, and fides like a Lancet; a blunt pointed 
curv’d Needle, with fharp fides; a pair of 
crooked convex Sciffars; a fimall Spatula of 
Gold, Silver, or Steel, a little curv’d, to lift 
up the Cornea with; another finall pointed 
Needle, which cuts on both fides to open the 
Capfula of the Chryflaline Humour; a {malt 
golden, filver, or fteel Curette to facilitate’ 
the Hiue of the Chry/falline, or to draw out 
the remaining Fragments when they ftick to: 
the edge of the Pupil; and befides thefe, 2 
{mall pair of Pincers to take out any pieces’ 
of the Cap/ula of the Chry/falhne. ‘The Me-" 
thod of his Operating is this; he places the: 

Patient 


Casts ia SuRGERY. 85 
Patient oppofite to him, upon a feat of a con- 
venient height, and covering one Eye’ with a 
“Bandage, the upper Eye-lid of the other’ is 
held up by an Affiftant placed behind the Pa- 
tient, and the under Eye-lid is held down by 
the Operator, who places his Elbow upon his 
Knee by way of {fupport to his Arm; then 
he plunges the firft Inftrument like a Lancet 
mto the bottom of the Cornea, near the Sc/e- 
rotica, and thrufts it a little above the Pupil, 
taking care not to wound the Iris; this being 
done, he withdraws this Inftruament; then in- 
troduces the blunt pointed Needle, with which 
he enlarges the Inciflion by cutting on each 
fide {till more; as the Cornea is now grown 
flaccid, he makes ufe of a pair of curved con- 
vex Sciflars, with which he enlarges the 
Wound on each fide ftill more, till the Cor 
nea is divided near three parts round; then 
he introduces a {mall Spatula into the Wound, 
with which he lifts up the Corzea, and after- 
wards proceeds to wound the Capfu/a of the 
Chriftalline. witha fharp  fmall couching 
Needle. Sometimes, fays he, this Membrane 
mut be cut all round in order to bring it in- 
tirely out, if it is thickened and wrinkled, 

for fear it fhould obftru& the Pupil ; when it 
Ae 3 3 is 
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is fo cut, it may be extracted with a pair’ of 
Pincers: after having cut the Capfu/a in this 
manner, the Spatula may be introduced be-* 
twixt the Iris and Chry/falline to detach it from | 
its Bed, and facilitate its Exit. | 

Tue Cornea is then to be put in its proper 
fituation again, and at the fame time the in- 
ferior part of the Globe of the Eye muft be 
gently preffled, by which means the Chrifalline 
may be fqueez’d out without breaking the 
pofterior part of the Cap/ula, which keeps the 
vitreous Humour in its proper Place. M. Da- 
viel fays, he thinks there are no inconveniencies 
attending this Method of Operating, but what 
may with care be avoided; and it has this 
great Advantage over others, that the Cataract 
can never rife again. 
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The Manner of performing the Operation of ex- 
tratting the Cataract with one Inftrument 
only, by Mr. WARNER. 


“< HE Manner in which I perforin the 
' Operation is this: The Patient being 


feated in a Chair with a low back, I feat my- 
felf exactly oppofite to him in another Chair 
of aconvenient height, and in a Room where 
the Light is not too great, that the Pupil may 
have the power of dilating itfelf as much as 
poffible to facilitate the Expulfion of the Ca- 
taraé?. ‘This being done, an Afiiftant ftands_ 
behind the Patient, who places his right 
Hand under the Chin, after having firft covered 
the right Eye with an Handkerchief, and 
pulling his Head back againft his Breaft, he 
directs his Face upwards to prevent the dif- 
charge of the vitreous Humour, and to keep 
him fteady. The fame Affiftant lifts up the 
fuperior Eye-lid with the fore and middle Fin- 
ger of his left Hand, taking great care not to 
prefs the Globe of the Eye above. I then 
_depre{s the inferior Eye-lid with the fore and 
G 4 ' middle 
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middle: Fi ingentio of my left Hand; at the fame 
time taking notiee not to prefs sts Globe of the 

Bye below. 

Tue Patient is directed to keep his Eye as 
{teady as poffible, looking with it ftraight for- 
wards, and a little upwards, 1 then plunge 
the Knife fuddenly into the Globe of the 
Eye on its external, part near the Circumfe- 
rence of the Cornea, and oppofite to the Cen- 
ter of the Pupil, directing it forwards betwixt 
the Iris and the Cornea, till its Point comes 
out on the oppofite fide if poflible; by this 
means, the Cornea becomes at leaft half di- 
vided. in its Circumference. The Knife being 
kept in the Eye the whole time, muft be 
gently drawn backwards, and its Point. care- 
fully introduced through the Pupil, with which 
the Capfula of the Chry/falline Humour is die 
vided. Immediately after the Divifion of this 
Membrane, I prefs the Globe of the Eye 
gently upwards with the fore and middle 
Finger, which have been hitherto kept upon 
the inferior Bye-lid, and by this means. en- 
deavour to fqueeze out the Chry/alline Hu-, 
mour through the Wound; the Knife being 
ftill retained in the anterior Chamber of the 
Eye, the Cornea becomes a little elevated, and 

| the 
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the Exit of the Cutaraé is on this: account 
facilitated. 

I rook upon the Divifion of the Capfula 
of the Cataract to be of great confequence in 
many Inftances, fince this Membrane becomes 


-fometimes fo tough and thickened, as to make 


a very confiderable refiftance to the Preffure ; 


in which cafe, a great part, or the whole of 


the vitreous Humour is difchare’d, and the 
Cataract fometimes remains behind, which 


will not admit of a fecond Attempt to an 


Operation. | 
Bur it fometimes happens, that the Cata- 


vac? immediately follows the Divifion of the 


Cornea, without making any external Preffure 
upon the Globe, owing probably to the invo- 
luntary Contraction of the Mufcles of the 


Globe, which draw the Eye inwards, and 


comprefs it on every fide. 
~T'uis Operation cannot be properly per- 


formed but upon fuch as have the power of 


keeping their Eyes from rolling about; and 
therefore it muft not be undertaken in thofe 
Subjects who were born with Cataraé/s, as their 
| Eyes are always in Motion, where the Difeafe 
is not complicated with the Gurta Serena. 
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Tat Speculum Oculi muft never be cae 


.” ufe of in this Operation, fince the Compref- 


fion from the Inftrument will be found to be 
fo great as to f{queeze out the whole of the 
vitreous Humour, even before the Operator 
can make the Wound fufliciently large through 
the Cornea, for the Expulfion of the pride 
Humour. 

Ir very often happens that a part of the 
vitreous Humour is difcharged in the moft fuc- 
cefsful Operation ; but I have feldom known 
it happen otherwife in fuch Cafes than to be 


foon reftor’'d, and the Eye to refume its na- 


tural Figure, by being replenifhed either with 


a frefh fupply of the vitreous or aqueous Hu- 
mour, or both. 

Tue Inflammation fucceeding this Operation 
is generally very confiderable ; but neither that, 


_ nor the Operation, feems to be very painful. 


It is frequently feveral Weeks after the Ope- 


, tafion, before the Inflammation of the Eye is 


difperfed. 

Durinc this State it fhould be treated with 
emollient Fomentations, and cooling Oint- 
ments, and the Patient’s Body kept open. 

Ir the Cornea of the right Eye is to be di- 
vided, the Operator places eee in the fame 

x fituation 
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fituation as has been already directed, fup- 
pofing he has a power of ufing his left Hand 
to advantage; but if he has not a fufficient 
command of his left Hand, he muit ftand be- 
hind the Patient, and, after having lifted up 
the fuperior Eye-lid, ufe his right Hand; his 
Affiftant at the fame time ftanding before the 
Patient, and holding down the under Eye-lid 
with the fame precautions already given. 

WueEn the Cornea is divided, and the Capfula 
of the Cataraé wounded, the Affiftant mutt 
prefs gently upon the inferior part of the Globe 
of the Eye, and fqueeze out the Cataraét. 

Tue Knife to be made ufe of in this cafe 
is exactly like that. which is ufed in the per- 
formance of the Operation of cutting the Iris, 
only that it muft be about three times as broad 
and about twice as thick. 
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Remarks upon the different Operations of Couch- 
ing, and of opening the Cornea, and extract- 

ing the difeafed Chryftalline Humour, or Ca- 


| taract. 


PON the whole I muft. profefs from 

J the frit Attention I have payed to the 
Succefs arifing. from the Method of: deprefling 
the Cataract with the couching Needle, and 
to the Succefs accruing from the Method of 
opening the Cornea, and: extracting the Cz- 


taraé?, my Opinion is. clearly in favour of. 


the former Operation; unlefs the Chryhalline 
fhould have pafled through the Pupil) and be 
lodged in the anterior Chamber of the Eye, 
There are certainly many inconveniences, to 
which the practice of opening the Cornea, Se- 


is liable, that do not happen to Couching: . 


The moft remarkable of which are thefe; 


In opening the Cornea, the Patient feldom 
‘has Refolution enough to keep the Eye futici- , 
ently fteady to admit of the Incifion being made ; 
large enough through that Coat without wound- } 
ing the Iris: Under which Circumftances, the ; 
Opera- 
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Operator is greatly embarrafled: And even, 
when the Incifion through the Cornea is made 
fufficiently large without injuring the Ins, it is 
often with great Difficulty that the Cataraé? is 
extracted: Nay fometimes the Extraction of it 
1S impracticable ; owing principally to the {mall- 
nefs of the Pupil, (if the Operation be per- 
formed on a bright Day, and ina light Place, 
which is improper.) When that unhappily 
proves to be the Cafe, the Operation is not 
only unfuccefsful, but the Eye generally 
fuffers fo much from the Attempt, as renders 
any farther chance for Relief improbable. 

SomETIMEs the Globe of the Eye fuppurates 
and waftes ia confequence of the fubfequent 
Inflammation, which is almoft always very 
great and of long continuance. | 

WHEN the Operation proves the moft fuc- 
cefsful, fo far as relates to the Size of the 
Aperture of the Cornea, and expulfion of the 
Cataraé, the Cicatrix of the Cornea, confequent 
upon the healing of the Incifion, is fometimes 
oppofite to the inferior Portion of the Pupil, 
(occafioned by the Wound not being made 


low enough) by which means, the Rays of | ec 
Light are rendered incapable of paffing y ot Soe 


direct Courfe to the bottom of the Eye. Some~ 
times 
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times the Light is almoft totally obfiru@ted in 
its paflage from the general Thicknefs and 
Cloudineis of the Cornea, arifing from the 
egreatnefs of the Inflammation, and the length 
of time it has continued. Sometimes the 
Pupil lofes its circular form, and at other. 
times it becomes totally contracted from the 
Violence done to the Tunica Iris: The latt 
Circumftance of a Contraction of the Pupils T 
faw happen in both Eyes of a Woman which 
underwent ‘this Operation. 

* For thefe feveral Reafons, as well'as becaufe 
the Operation is more difficultly executed than’ - 
that of Couching, (even when’ the Eye is 
preferved in the moft immoveable pofition) 1 
am inclined to believe that the Operation of 
Couching will fill prevail: | 

From the refult of my own Experience, 
I 4m convinced the Operation of Couching is 
attended with greater fuccefs than the other 
Metkod of practice ; and therefore I recommend 
it as the moft advifeable Operation of the two 

‘In Couching, the only Obes ons f know 
of to the Operation are thefe ; : 

Tuer Catarad is liable to rife again after 
it has been deprefled; and fometimes it is im- 
pollible to effect the Depreffion of it at the: 

| fut 
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firft Attempt, without ufing too much Violence 
in the Operation. 

AGAIN, the Inftrument in Couching is 
pafled through all the Coats that compofe the 
Globe of. the Eye, except the Cornea; to wit, 
the Tunica Conjunétiva, Tunca Albuginea, Tu- 
nica Sclerotica, Funica Chorotdes, and Tumca 


Retina, from piercing the laft.of which thofe 


Head-aches and fhooting Pains in the Globe 
of the Eye, which are fometimes. known to 
follow this Operation, may reafonably be fup- 
pofed principally to proceed; whereas in the 


other Operation, the Tunica Cornea, and the . 


thin Expanfion it receives from the Tunica 
Conjunétiva, are the only Parts concerned in 
the Compofition of the Globe of the Eye 


that are, or at leaft ought to be, wounded,. 


except the 4ranea or Capfula of the Chry/tat lline 


Humour: But as many Patients that _ are 


couched, although they undergo this Opera- 
tion two or three feveral times, have no fub- 
fequent Pain in the Head, and very little In- 
flammation of the Eye; thefe Symptoms mutt 
‘not be expected as certain Confequences of the 
Operation ; and when they do happen, it mutt 


be remembered that they are in general only 


temporar y Afflictions.. | 
As 
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As to the inconvenience of the Cataraé? 
rifing again, though this may truly be looked 
upon as an unlucky Circumftance, and fuch 
an Incident as one would with could be pro- 
vided againft; yet there is this confolation 


‘attending gig that the Operation may very 


{afely be repeated, and with a good profpedt of 
Succefs; unlefs fome uncommon Phcoenome- 
non fhould occur to forbid it: And notwith- 
{landing it fome times happens that the 
Cataract cannot be depreffed with the Needle in 
the Operation; it muft not be concluded from 
thence that the Operation will certainly be 
unfuccefsful: For it does fome times turn out, 
contrary to expectation, that the coveatal 
eradually fubfides in confequence of the Vio- 
lence done to the Cap/u/a of the Chry/falline — 
Humour and its nutrient Veflels, as well as on 
account of its removal from its bed in the 
Vitreous Humour ; and the Patient is happily 
reftored to his Sight: An inftance of which 
has occurred to me in a Patient whofe Eyes 
I lately couched. In the Operations neither 
of the Cataraés were deprefied, but only 
loofened, by being moved about with the 
Needle, and their Veflels deftroyed thereby : 
However, in fome time after the Operations, 

the 
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the Cataraéts began to fubfide, and at length 
by their falling down below the Pupils, the 
Patient was reftored to Sight: This inftance, 
I own, is an uncommon one; but it is far 
from being fingular: And I doubt not but 
fomewhat of the like kind muft have happened 
to. Men of experience in this Operation; and 
that fuch an Event is not only poflible, but 
probable, we may learn from its having been 
obferved that Cataracts in the Eyes of Men, 
as well as in Animals, do fometimes fubfide 
of themfelves without any Art; owing with- 
out doubt to a natural Decay, or Rupture of the 
Veffels and Capfula of the Chry/falline Humour. 

Ir the firft Operation that was performed. 
upon thefe Eyes had not proved fuccefsful, it 
is very probable a fecond might have been {o:. 
Which would have been advifeable for the 
Patient to have fubmitted to; as a Repetition 
of the Operation is reafonable, and frequently 
practifed with Succefs, when the Hye is free 
from Inflammation, and the Catarad pofteffes 
its original Situation: Unlefs, as has already 
been obferved, there fhould be any particular 
Reafon to object to it. 7 
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OF an extraordinary Tumour in the right. 
Orbit of the Eye. 


R. S. aged 42, had a large fchirrous Tumour 
~~ formed in the fi petior part of the Orbit, 
which had been growing feven Years, and... 
had at length acquired fo great a Size as to 
puth the Globe of the Eye confiderably down- 
wards, and out of its Socket. It appeared at 
firft in the fhape of a {mall moveable Swelling, - 

which took its rife under the upper Eye-lid. 
“Tur Tumour increafed gradually, and,, 
without Pain for the four firft Years. For the - 
three jaft Years it became very troublefome, 3 
‘and fall of Pain, which extended to the whole 
of that ‘fide of the Head. =O 
ait HE Sight of the Eye became impaired in, 
proportion to the Increafe of the Tumour. 

On the 30th of March 1749, he wasod 
admitted in the Hofpital, and in_ ten Daye QO 
afterwards it was cut out. 

Tue Tumour was found to extend le 
from the. outer Corner to. within a very, little 
eS | of 
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of the inner Corner of the Eye, and quite to 
the bottom of the Socket. ‘The Operation 
was difficult, and attended with confiderable 
Pain, which continued for feveral Days; after 
which, he became perfectly eafy. During the 
Cure, there was a large Difcharge from the 
Wound; in about eight Weeks the Wound 
was healed, and he continued perfeclly eafy. 


His Sight was much the fame as before 


the Operation. 


REMARK. ft 


WueEn the Eye is thruft out of the Orbit 


by a fubjacent Tumour, the Tumour fre- 
quently takes its rife from the Brain | itfelf; 
which Circumftance renders the Operation i im- 
practicable. Sometimes the Tumour, though 


it arifes within the Orbit, is of a cancerous — 


nature, and affecting all the Contents of the 
Orbit, renders the abfolute Removal of it im- 
poflible. Thefe Circumftances have brought 
the Operation into Difrepute. But there may 
be a Species of {chirrhous Tumour within the 
Orbit, where the Operation may be attended 
with Succefs. 

Notwirustanpinc, that after thie Cure 
in the preceding Inftance, the Eye remained 
H p: In 
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in the Pofition it was before the Operation, 
and. with the fame Imperfection of Sight (from 
probably the Compreffion which. the optic 
Nerve had fuftained) yet the Patient being free 
from Pain, and in every other refpect perfecily 
well, was fufficiently recompenfed for the Pain 
of the Operation. 
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The Manner of performing the Operation. 


HE Method I took for the performance 
of the Operation was this: I placed the 


Patient in a Chair with the back part of his 
Head leaning upon a Pillow, which was laid 


upon an adjoining Table of about three Feet 
high. In this Situation his Head was firmly 
fupported by means of a proper Affiftant, whilft 
I. proceeded to make an Incifion upon the 
Tumour with a round pointed Knife. The 
firft Incifion was fo contrived as to extend a 
little beyond each extremity of the Swelling, 
and to incline with its Horns towards the Globe 
of the Eye. 

IMMEDIATELY oppofite to the firt Incifion 
I made a fecond, equally long, and in fach a 
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Direction that its horned Extremities might 
correfpond and join with thofe of the firft 
Incifion. cabey 

THE Incifions were at once made through 
the Integuments, and that portion of the 
Orbicular Mufcle which forms a part of the 
upper Eye-lid. When I had thus far pro- 
ceeded, I carefully diffeted out the Tumour 
from its bottom with the piece of Integuments, 
and Orbicular Mutfcle of the Eye-lid annexed 
to it. 

THERE was no Application required for 
reftraining the Bleeding of the Wound, but 


Lint and Flower affifted by moderate preflure. 


‘In this, and every other Operation, where 
the Knife is made ufe of, it is neceflary to 
have an Affiftant at hand with a Bafon of 
warm Water, and a bit of foft Spunge, to wipe 
‘away the Blood occafionally, that the Operator 
may not be embarraffed in his Purfuits.. 


ee 


we 


H 3 CASE 


rot 


102 


> 


CASES. GUBRGER TY 


reid ses aera renee ace eet et 
SRB is BURCH HR Bat BCE BE PRG Be SBS oe Hi os Ht Hee BE PH 


A Ds LL 


Of « an uncommon Tumour wuton the Roof of 
the Mouth. 


<B. aged 40, had a ‘Tumour formed upon 
* the Roof of his Mouth, which at length 


had arrived to fo great a Size, as to prevent 
his feeding upon any thing but Liquids. The 


Tumour had been growing about feven Years, 
and at length poffefied the whole Roof of the 
Mouth. He came to London. in June 1747, 
and was admitted into the Hofpital under my 


‘Care... In confideration of the foregoing Cu- 


cumftances, and the Improbability of pre- 
curing Relief by any other Methods,. it was 
recommended to him to have it. cut out; but 
at the fame time the Operation was judged 
hazardous from the Hemorrhage that. might 
probably arife from it, and Te Difficulty of 
ftopping it, as had happened fometime ago 
in a fimilar Cafe; but as no other Methods 
could be thought on for his Relief, I under- 


took the Operation, and performed it in. the 
-following manner. 


THE 
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© Tur Patient being properly feated, and 
fecured, a piece of Wood was placed ‘betwixt 


the Teeth on the left fide of his Mouth; 


and acurved Knife, fuch as Gardeners make 


ule of in: pruning . Trees, was conveyed, to 
the pofterior part of the Tumour, with which 
I effectually feparated the Tumour from its 
Batis. The Hemorrhage that enfued upon the 
‘Operation was fo trifling, as to require no pains 
in {topping it. But ina few Hours afterwards, 
a confiderable Artery burft out, which’ bled 


freely, and could not be reftrained by Pref- 


‘fure, or other gentle means. Seeing this, and 
contidering the Impoflibility of ufing the 
‘Needle and Ligature to advantage, I had re- 
courfe to the actual Cautery, which anf{wered 
the End, and the Patient was perfectly cured 
“$n three Weeks, without farther trouble. — 
Upon opening the Tumour it was‘found to 
confit of a firm cartilaginous: Subftarice thtxed 
‘with long boney Particles. | = 
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‘Tue adtual Cautery is hardly ever made ufe 
of in England by Surgeons of the prefent Age, 
“to ftop bleedings. The crooked Needle and 
Ligature are for many Reafons juftly preferr’d 
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to it. But neverthelefs; there are fome In- 
{tances where the actual Cautery will be found 


neceflary, as the preceding Cafe undoubtedly 
proved. 


CoA Silt s exebe 


Of two Operations performed upon the Tonjils. 
| ‘HE Tonfils, vulgarly called the Al- 


E monds of the Ears, are two remarkable 
Glands of the Saviary kind, of a reddith 
Colour, fituated on each fide of the Bafis of 
the Tongue. The Tonfils are fubje@ to a 
variety of Difeafes preceeding from a variety of 
Caufes, which Difeafes, according to their dif- 
ferent Circumftances, are known to require 
different Methods of treatment. An Inflam- 
mation of thefe parts arifing from flight Fe- 
vers is a very commc«id Complaint; in confe- 
quence of which it fometimes happens that 
oneor both of thefe Glands become {o enlarged 
(notwithftanding the Attempts to relieve the 
Patient by repeated Bleedings, Purgings, Clyf- 
ters, and Blifters, affited with the moft power- 
ful Gargarifms) as to bring on a difficulty of 

Breathing, 
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Breathing, frequent Wretchings, and mability 
of Swallowing, even the thinneft Liquids, but 
with the greateft Difficulty; in fuch Inftances 
I have oftentimes found the practice of Scarify4 
ing the Tumour or Tumours has given almoft 
immediate Relief, by evacuating a Quantity 
of Matter which has been deeply lodged in 
their Subftances; and at other times, when 
no Impofthumation has yet beeg formed, 
(though the Swelling has been very great and 
alarming) the Incifions, by dividing the in- 
velting Membrane, and difcharging a Quantity 
of Blood from the Bodies of the Tonfils, have 
gradually removed the Tenfion, and diminithed 
the Sizes of thefe enlarged Bodies to the great 
eafe and fafety of the Patient, who was before 
in continual Apprehenfions, and fome Danger 
of Suffocation. The manner of performing 
this Operation is, by gently prefling down the 
Tongue with a Spatula, or the handle of a 
common filver Table-fpoon held in the left 
Hand, whilft with the right Hand fuch an 
Inftrument as is generally made ufe of for 
lancing the Gums of Children may be con- 
veyed down to the difeafed Part, with which 
two or three deep Incifions of at leaft the third 
part of an Inch long muft be made into the 
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fubftance of each Swelling, (provided both. 
Tonfils be difeafed.) This Operation is not 


attended with much Pain or Difficulty if the 
Inftrument be very fharp: The benefit accru- 
ing from it is not merely a temporal one in 
ali Cafes, for it fometimes happens (unlefs I 


am greatly miftaken) that the Events of this 
Method are fo fuceefsful as to prevent a return — 


of the Swelling, owing probably to the entire 
Divifions of the iihine Membrane, and to 
the firm Cicatrices which are formed in the 
ody of the Gland, or Glands, confequent upon 
healing of the Incifions. I am led into this 
Opinion from having known fome Subjects 
who were alarmed and harrafied with thefe 
Complaints, fometimes once, fometimes twice 
a Year, arifing from Colds and Fevers before 
I had tréated them in this manner; but fince 
they ‘have undergone this Operation they have 
not, as before, been liable to a return of thefe 
troublefome Swellings, although their Fevers 
have cecurred as thin? T once faw an Inftance 
of a Tonfil fo exceffively enlarged as to oc- 
cupy almoft the whole of the roof of the 
Mouth ; and to refift every Attempt to its re- 
moval but Excifion, of which, on account of 
ae very extraordinary Circumftances attending 
this 
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this:Cafe, I am induced to give.a minute detail 
in the following Words. , 

In the middle of ‘fanwary, in the Year 17 5% 
“ft. M.. aged 44° Years, was attacked with a 
Cold and Fever, accompanied with.a Com. 
plaint in his Throat; this Symptom ,increafed 


til] the 31ft of the following Month of Marc), 


when he was put under my Care +. hes Cigs 
cumftances attending his Diforder were thefe, 
He was incapable of taking any, kind~ of 
Nourifhment but fuch as was quite liquid ; 
he could not fpeak fo as to make himfelf un- 


derftood but with great difficulty; and he had 


been afflicted for the three or four laft Weeks 


with fevere Pains in his right Ear, and a 
deafnefs, (owing I fuppofe to the Preffure 
which was made upon the neighbouring ex. 
tremities of the Eu/lachian Tubes ;) upon look- 
ing into. his Mouth there appeared a Tumour 
of an enormous fize ; its fhape refembled that 
of an Ege, with its Bafs looking towards 
the Efophagus, The {welling extended icelf 
fo far forwards as_ to, approach very nearly to 
the Roots of the Deutes Incifiet, and Dentes 
Canim of the upper Jaw. On the tight fide 
it extended itfelf fo far as to come in contact 
with all the Dentes Molares of the fame fide 
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of the Jaw, to which feveral parts, as well as to 
almoft the whole of the Roof of the Mouth, 


it firmly adhered: The pofteriar part of the 
Tumour extended fo far down the /ophagus as 
to render it impracticable for me to reach be- 
yond its Limits with my Finger. The Surface 
of the Swelling was perfectly fmooth and 
fhining, and was uniformly covered with the 
fame thin Membrane (Efzthelzon) that natu- 
rally invefts the Mouth. From the fize of the 
Tumour the Uvula was fo much removed from 
its original Situation, as to be brought con- 
fiderably forwards, and was fo far pufhed to 
the left fide of the upper Jaw as to prefs for- 
cibly againft the two laft of the Dentes Molares 
on that fide: From the fize of the Swelling, 
as well as from the preffure which the neigh- 
bouring Parts had fuftained, there was no 
difcovery to be made of the Velum pendulum 
Palat:... At the beginning of the Difeafe, the 
Patient had been treated in the Methods ge- 
nerally directed for the removal! of inflamed 
fore Throats proceeding from Plethora; that 
is, he had been let blood, been purged and 
bhiftered, but without fuccefs, fecing that thefe 
Endeavours had not only proved unequal to 


the Relief of his Diforder, but on the contrary, 


| that 
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that it had gradually encreafed, and fill con- 
tinued to do fo, I thought it advifeable to 
puncture the Tumour, which I did in feveral 
places with the point of a Lancet, on prefump~ 
tion that it might poffibly contain a Fluid, or if 
it did not contain a Fluid (which I rather judged 
to be the cafe, and as the Experiment proved) 
I imagin’d that the Veffels might pofiibly be 
unloaded from the difcharge of Blood confe- 
quent upon thefe Punctures, or at leaft that the 
Tenfion might be fo far removed as to give 
time for the trial of emollient F omentations, 
fuch as the Steam of warm Milk and Water 
conveyed to the Part by the help of a Funnel, 
which was for fome time ufed, but ineffec- 
tually, the Tumour encreafing with an encreafe 
of the Symptoms: For thefe Reafons I deter- 
mined upon cutting it out, which, though I 


confidered as a very difficult, tedious, and 


troublefome Operation to effet, was neverthe- 
lefs executed in the following manner. 

Tue Patient being placed in a feat of 
convenient height, and his Head {upported in 
as fteady a poiture as poffible, I fixed a bit of 
Wood betwixt the upper and lower Jaw on 
the left fide, which by an Affiftant was oc- 
cafionally retained in that fituation, during the 
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farther procefies of the Operation: This being 
effected, I made a circular Incifion with a com- 
mon round pointed diffecting Knife, in fuch a 
manner as to feparate the ‘Tumour from the 
lateral and anterior Parts of the Roof of the 
Mouth; after which I endeavoured at the 
Extirpation of it from its Bafis with a Knife 
that had a Blade made in a peculiar form: 
1 found this Inftrument extremely ufeful on 
the Occafion, and as it may probably be 
thought fo in future Cafes of the like nature, 
{ have annexed a Print of it to this Chapter; 
by which means the Reader will have a clearer 
Tdea of it than he could have had from any, 
verbal Defcription I am capable of giving him.. 
The manner in which I ufed this Knife was 
by introducing the Edge of the Blade, as far 
as I poflibly could, beyond the Extent of the 


‘Swelling on its right fide; then, by bringing 


it forwards, 1 directed it carefully betwixt the 
Extent of the Tumour on the fame fide and 
the Uvula; in this Attempt I was fuccefsful 
enough to remove the gereateft part of the 
Swelling; when that was effected the Patient 
was obliged feveral times to cleanfe away the 
Blood which dicharged very freely, but by 
the help of equal parts of cold Water and 
Si Vinegar, 
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Vinegar, the Hemorrhage was {oon ftopped. 
I then proceeded to a removal of the remaining 
Part of the Tumour, which I scum 
with the fame Knife, afflifted with an Hook. 
After this Attempt the Wound bled freely, 
but was reftrained in the fame manner as 
before. 

For feven or eight Days after the Operation 
there were feveral pieces of Sloughs which 
digefied off by the ufe of deterfive Gargarifms, 
vat the end of which time the Patient began 
to feed upon Solids. The Day after the Opera- 
tion his Refpiration became free, and at the 
end of three Weeks he had almoft recovered 
his ufual Tone of Voice. No Applications were 
made to the Wound after the Day of the Ope- 
ration but a Gargarifm of Barley-Water, made 
pretty fweet with Honey of Rofes, to which 
was added an eighth part of Tindctyre of 


Myrrh. Before 1 undertook the Operation 


there was no determining what gave rife to the 


Tumour, but after it was cut out it feemed 


to be nothing more than the right Tonfil 
which had encreafed to this extraordinary fize. 
The Body of the Tumour was folid, and on 
its Surface it exactly refembled an inflamed 


Toni, but upon infpecting its internal Part 
the 
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the Texture of it appeared to be more loofe . 
and fpungy than thofe Bodies naturally are. 
There was not the leaft appearance of a Schir-- 
rus in any part of it, as is fometimes known 
to be the cafe in Difeafes of thefe Glands 
which under fome Circumftances do requires 
and fafely admit of extirpation by Ligature. 
About fix Months ago I was confulted by a 
Patient who had long laboured under a diffi- 
culty of Swallowing, anda flight Deafneds, at- | 

tended with a croaking Tone of Voice; upon 
looking into his Throat I difcovered that the 
right Tonfil was enlarged to the fize of a 
Pigeon’s Egg ; it was unequal in its Surface, 
hard to the Touch, and appeared in Colour and 
Form like a white conglomerate Gland. I ad- 
vifed the Extirpation of the Tumour, which was 
confented to, and I performed the Operation in 
the following manner. The Patient being feated 
in a Chair of a proper height, with his Mouth 
wide open, I paffed an Eye Probe, with a Liga- | 
ture fixed to its broad end, down the Throat, 
and directed it beyond the Gland; the end of 
the Probe to which the Ligature was fixed was 
bent in the form of a Semicircle; after the 
Probe had been pafied beyond the Bafis of the 
Tumour it was pulled gently forwards on the 


oppotite 
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Oppofite fide of the Gland quite out of the 
Mouth. The Probe was then cut away, and 


the Ligature being firft tied upon the Bafis of 


the T'umour, with the Surgeons Knot, was after- 
wards farther fecured by tying upon it a fecond 
and third time in. a common manner. The 
Ligature was the thicknefs of a common Tent 
Probe, compofed of Shoemaker’s Thread 
twifted tightly together, and well waxed; the 
Tumour dropped off in eight Days, and the 
Patient got rid of his feveral Complaints. But 
in the Cafe of ‘f. M. p. 107, the Swelling was 
fo differently circumftanced as rendered it im- 
practicable to execute its Removal by any other 
means than by Excifion, which Operation, 
though it might reafonably be apprehended 
to be attended with fome hazard on account 
of the Hemorrhage that might probably enfue, 
was neverthelefs moft certainly adviteable from 
the preffing Circumftances which attended the 
Cafe. It may be obferved that the difficulty 


of Breathing in this Cafe proceeded from two | 


Caufes; firft from the fize of the Tumour, 


which was fo large as to poffefs almoft the . 


whole of the Pharynx which is fituated imme- 


diately above, and leads to the Rimula of the... 


Larynx and the Epiglottis: Secondly, from the 
, t great 
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ereat degree of preflure which it made upon 
the Velum Pendulum Palati, which neceffar ily 
cut off thofe Communications that in a found 
{tate fubfifted betwixt the Noftrils and the 
Afpera Arteria; and which ferve to convey. 
the Air into the oa in the Acts: of In- - 
{piration. 


REMARK. 


Ir aftringent Wathes had not proved equal 
to the fuppreffion of the Hemorrhage ariling 
from: the divided Veflels I had prepared for 


- that purpofe the actual Cautery, which muft 


have been made ufe of. This I have in the 
former Cafe of 4. B. advifed for the like. 
Operation if necefiasy; but where the ufe of 
the actual Cautery is not found to be abfo- 
lutely neceffary, it fhould be difcarded in fa- 
vour of fuch Methods as are known to be 
Jefs painful, as well as lefs terrible to the 
Patient. This Operation I have given fo par- 
ticular an Account of fucceeded to my Defire, 
fo far as related to the removal of the Tu- 


: : 
mour, and the prefent Relief of the Patient; 


but ina few Months afterwards he was attacked 
with an Afthma and a gradual Decay, for 
which he went into the Country for the be- 

nefit 
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nefit of the Air, but with no great profpect 
of Recovery. As E had not an Opportunity of 
hearing of him fince he left me, I am uncer- 
tain what was the Event of his Illnefs; but it 
is moft probable he did not live many Months, 
fince there was too great reafon to believe his 
Lungs were attacked with the fame kind of 
Diforder. Of this I fhould certainly have fa- 
tisfied myfelf had I been acquainted with his 
Death, and could have gained permifflion to 
infpect the Body. 
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Of an encyfied Tumour fituated upon the fore 
part of the Neck, fuccefsfully extirpated. 


id B.a Girl of about 14 Years of Age, 
““* had a Tumour formed upon the fore- 
part of the Neck, immediately beneath, and 
yn the left fide of the Thyroid Cartilage; the 
Tumour had been growing about four Years, 
and was at length become fo troublefome from 
its Situation and Size, as to occafion a Diffi- 
culty in breathing, and a total. Inability of 
- {wallowing any thing but Liquids. It was of 
|B Sates the 
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the encyfted kind, and compofed of a quan- 
tity of Fluid. Its Situation was betwixt the 
Afpera Arteria and the Afophagus, as appeared 
in the Operation. It was cut out, and the 
Patient did well in a few Weeks. But on ac- 
count of its deep Situation, only a part of the 
Cyft was diflected out, the reft of it came 
away in a few Days afterwards with the Dref- 
fings. ‘The Patient, fince the Operation, has 
been free from any Inconvenience in breath- 
ing or {wallowing ; and is otherwife perfectly 
well, | 


REMARK. 


THERE is a Species of Tumour fometimes - 
formed: betwixt the A/pera Arteria and the 
fEfophagus, which from its {chirrous Nature, 
extent of its Bafis, and deep Situation, renders 
all Attempts to Extirpation unadvifeable. ~ An 
Inftance of which Fulpius has given us in the 
44th Chapter of his firft Book of Obfervations. 

A Case fimilar to that, I was confulted 


about fome time ago, in a Man 55 Years of 


Age. The ‘Tumour increafed fo faft, as to 
deftroy him ina few Months.’ But where the 
Tumour is differently circumftaneed, both as 
to its Nature and Contents, the Operation is ad~. 

viteable 
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_ yifeable, as the preceding Inftance undoubtedly 
proves. The Succefs of which fufficiently war~ 
ranted the Undertaking. 

For the manner of Operating fee Cafe XI], 
page 100. This Method differed in nothing ma- 
terially from the Method that is there directed 
to be purfued, except that a part only of the 
Cyft was cut away for the Reafons already 
itt in this Cafe. 


eee ee 
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Of a Steatoma, poffefing the greatef part of the 
Neck on one fide, fuccefsfully extirpated. 


of G. aged 45, hada large’*Tumour on the 
* right fide of her Neck, which had been 
growing for twenty Years. It was much larger 
at its Bafisthan at any other Part, and extended 
from the right miaftoid Procefs to the Clavicle 
on the fame fide; and from al] the Vertehreg of 
the Neck to the maftoid Mufcle, under which 
a part of the Tumour was fituated: The 
‘Tumour was not attended with Pain, but had 
_of late become fo infupportable from its fize, 
as to render her incapable of fervice. Under 
thefe Circumftances fle applied tome. I faw 
no Objection to the Operation, and accordingly 


a advilfed 
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advifed it, which was complied with. There 
was no extraordinary Circumftance or Difficulty 
attending the Operation, but ‘that it required 
fome Care and Nicety in diffeGing out that 
part of the Tumour which lay under the maftoid 
Mufcle upon the internal jugular Vein, and 
carotid Artery. There was but one Vefiel which 
required tying, (a Circumftance very uncom- 
mon in a Swelling of this fize, which weighed 
near four Pounds. 

In the Operation, all that part of the Tra- 
pezius Mufcle covering the back part of the 
Neck, was laid bare. ‘The whole of the Pi/z- 
tyfma Myoides was taken away with the Tu- 
mour, and the Coracobyoideus Mufcle appeared 


in view. After the Tumour was removed, 


‘and the Hemorrhage ceafed, I paffed the Needle 


and Ligature twice through the Integuments, 
in a tranfverfe Direction, to prevent their Re- 
traction; by which means I hoped the Cure 
might be haftened. This feemed to have the 
defired Effect, and the Wound was ge Suit 
healed in fix Weeks. 
REMARK, 

In all fteatomatous Tumours it is abfolutely 

neceflary to remove the whole of the Swelling 


if poffible; and not to truft to the effects of 
Drefiings 
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| Drefiings for the Removal of any part that is 


left behind. ; 
IT nave known an foc ee tts “ 


trufting to this Method, it has been found ne- 


ceflary to repeat the Operation, which feldom 
fails to bring a RefleCtion upon the Surgeon. 

I once knew an Inftance of this kind in 
the Cafe of a Steatoma, which grew in the 
inner Corner of the ye. Its Bafis was fitu- 
ated upon the Lachrymal Sac; which it was 
apprehended there was a Danger of wounding 


with the Knife. On this, account, a very 


{mall fhare of the Tumour was left behind. 


This in a few Months afterwards, arrived to 


the fize of the former Swelling, and required 
a Repetition of the Operation, which was then 
effectually executed, as I had an Opportunity 
of informing myfelf fome Years afterwards. . 

For the manner of Operating fee the Cafe 


of R. S. p. 100, in which the performance of 


the Operation differed in no other refpect than 
in the fituation of the Patient and fize of the 


Wound. ‘The Patient was feated in a Chair, 
with her Head and Neck held as upright and 


as fteady as poflible. 
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C AjS, Byckvi. 


Of an incurable Difeafe, of the /E{ophagus. 
HAVE already given an Inftance of a diffi- 


culty in Swallowing, which arofe from a 
preflure made upon the A/ophagus, by a con-: 
fiderable Tumour that appeared externally 
upon the Throat, and obferved that the Patient 
was cured in confequence of its Extirpation. 
I took notice likewife, that’ fome of thefe 
Tumours arifing in the neighbouring Parts, 
are not to be relieved by Operation, on account 
of the greatnefs of their Extent, @c. 

Bersipes the incurable Tumours to which 
thefe Parts are liable, there is another Species 
of Difeafe, which feems equally dreadful in its 
Confequences, and incapable of being relieved 
by. Phyfic or Surgery. This Difeafe is byt 
too common, though not, to my set eres 
as yet defcribed by Writers. 


In Yuly, 1752, FL. a young Woman 
aged 25, was admitted into Guy's Hofpital, and 
put under the Care of the Phyfician, on 

account 
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account of a Difficulty in Swallowing, with 
which fhe had been afflicted for fome Months. 
She had made ufe of all the Means that could 
be thought of in Phyfic for her Relief, but 
to no purpofe. 

‘THERE was nothing appeared outwardly 
that could lead to the Difcovery of the Ma- 
lady, but fhe complained of a particular ticht- 
nefs in Swallowing, juft below the back part 
of the cricozd Cartilage. The Part affected 
was fituated too low to be looked into, but it 
was ealily difcovered by conveying down the 


Throat a bit of Spunge faftened upon Whale- 


bone, and dipt in Sweet-Oil; which, though 
very fall, could not be made to pafs beyond. 


it, She at lenght became incapable of taking 
any Neicsueats and died foon after. 
IT openep the Neck after her Death, and 
carefully examined whether I could difcover 
any Swelling behind the B/ophagus, or betwixt 
that and the Afpera Arteria; bat there was 
nothing of this nature that could be feen. 
Upon taking out the Ejophagus, it appeared 
confiderably thicken’d about an Inch in length, 
juft beneath the ¢ricoid Cartilage. 
UPon opening the M/sphagus len gth-ways, 
i Coats appeared fo contraéed in the difeated 
b | ; Part 
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Part asto be only juft capable of admitting a 
Pafiage to-a common Probe, The internal 
Coat of the fophagus was in part ulcerated, 
and befmeared with Matter. 

Tue Larynx, Afpera Arteria, Se. were 
found and well. 


RE MAR Rk. 


I am afraid this remarkable Cafe is one, 
amongft the many in Phyfic and Surgery, 
that could. not poflibly have been prevented, 
or even relieved, if its Nature had been ori- 
ginally known ; and that this Obfervation only 
tends to prove, what muft unavoidably be the 
Fate of other Patients in Difeafes of the like 
Pratiree. | | ; 

HoweEveER, as it is always a Satisfaction to 
the Surgeon, and implies Judgment in him 
to be able to prognofticate with fome Degree 
of certainty, what may probably be the Event 
of a future Difeafe of the like kind, and by 
this means prevent the adminiftring of many 
ufelefs Applications; for thefe Reafons,. this 
Obfervation probably may not be efteemed 
altogether ufelefs. 


CAS 
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Of a Tumour fituated upon the Forehead. 


Y HEN a Tumour, Exerefcence, or any 
preternatural Appearance is born with 
Children, the Phenomenon is generally diftin- 
guifhed by the Name of a Mark, and attri- 
buted to ane particular Defire of the Mother 
during Pregnancy. ‘There are fome of thefe 
Excrefcences which are Tumours of the 
encyfted kind, and though at firft they appear 
inconfiderable, yet it frequently happens that 
they do not remain long in that State, but by 
gradually increafing, at length arrive to a 
confiderable Size, proving troublefome, and 
unfeemly from their Situation and Appearance : 
To prevent which, it is generally advifeable 
to remove the Tumour when tmall; by which 
means much Pain is prevented, and the Scar 
arifing from the Wound becomes inconfider- 
able. : 
I was confulted fome Years fince in the 
Cafe of a Child near a Year old, who was 
born with a Tumour of a Claret Colour upon 


i the 
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the Face; it was at firft no bigger than-a 
common Pea, but before fhe had arrived to 
that Ave, ‘the Tumour was increafed to the 
Size of a Wallnut. 

Ir was judged advifeable to faa it cut out, « 
which was done, and the Patient was cured in 
a little time. 3 

For the manner of Operating, fee the Cafe 
of .R.S.<p..100. 


iCyA Say AVAL 


Of a Tumour fituated upon the Occiput. 


N the Year 1750, I was confulted in the 
Cafe of a Child, near two Years old, who 
had a Tumour fituated upon the Os Occzpitis, 
The Tumour was as large as a Turkey’s Ege, 
and appeared filled with a tranfparent Fluid. 
It arofe from the back part of the Brain, 
which was eafily difcoyered, by examining the 
Bafis of the Tumour. . There was a Defect’ 
of almoft the whole of the Os Occipitis. ‘The. 
Child was lufty and ftrong, and had no vifible’ 
Difeafe in its Limbs. I advifed nothing, but: 
to defend the Tumour from. external Accis’ 
dents ; 
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dents; but the Parents being diffatisfied with 
my Advice, confulted another Surgeon, who 
advifed the Extirpation of it, which he did, 
and the Child died in a few Days afterwards, 


RW MAAR, Kan 


Tuis is a Species of encyfted Tumour 
which is fometimes feated upon the Vertrebra 
of the Loins, fometimes upon the Vertrebre 
of the Back, and at other times upon thofe 
of the Neck, Os Sacrum, or betwixt the Su- 
tures of the Scull: All of which I had feen 
before. But never before now had I ever, 
feen an Inftance of a Tumour of this kind 
upon the Os Occipitis. 'Thefe Tumours are 
to be diftinguifhed from all others by their 
Rife, Situation, the Circumftance of their 
being always born with the Subject, who is 
generally afflicted with a partial Palfy; and by 
their Contents, which are Fluid, and com- 
monly tranfparent. 

Tuey take their re from the Brain, or 


fpinal Marrow, where there is a vifible De-. 


fect of the Bone; and are contained within a 


Continuation of thofe Membranes that naturally 


inveft the Cerebrum, Cerebellum and Medulla 
Spinalis: (To wit, the Dura Mater, Arach- 


nodes, 
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nodes, and Pia Mater.\? Which from the’ Cirs 
cumftance of the Spine being divided} or rather 
defective in its Proceffes in’ that particular 
part, “has given them the Name‘ of Spine 
Bifide. 

Tue Practice of opening of thefe Tumours 
by Incifion, or otherwife, or taking them off by 
Ligature, has always proved fatal ; as hath been 
obferved ‘by Tulpius, in ‘the 2gth and 30th 
Chaptets'of the’3d Book of his Od/ervatzens ; 
and by Ruy/cb, in his 34th, 35th, and 36th 
Obfervations. Ruyfch obferves, that Children - 
thus afflicted, feldom live to fifteen Months 
old: However I knew an Inflance of a young 
Man of twenty Years old, who had one of 
thefe Tumours upon his Loins. ~ He was heal- 
thy, but’had laboured under a Paralyfis of his 
Legs from his Infancy ;~ which*was not fo 
bad’as. to difable- him «from walking. 

From this Obfervation I would infer, that 
it is always unadvifeable to attempt the Extir- 


‘pation, or opening’ of thefe Tumiours ; which 


piece of Advice has been peremptorily -deli- 
vered by Tu/pius, in the following Words. 


Cave Sis improvide unquant apertas, Quod tam 


facile ccctdit hominem. N.B. Ruyfch has given — 


us a Cafe like this in his 52d Odfervation. | 


& 
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N. B. It is likewife in my Opinion equally 
unadvifeable to perform any Operation upon the 
Head in that {pecies of difeafe known by the 
term, Hydrocephalus: Becaufe in all the In. 
{tances I have feen of this Difeafe, the Water 
has been contained in the Ventricles, of the 
Brain, from whence the Malady arifes, and 
by the Quantity of Water encreafing, the 
Subftance of the Cerebrum and Cerebellum has 
become gradually diftended, and formed what 
may with propriety be termed the Gy/ of the 
‘Tumour. 

Nor many Months ago I was confulted 
in the Cafe of a Child of 1 3 Months old, 


whofe Head was of an enormous fize; I advifed 


that nothing fhould be done,. but to defend the 


Part as much as could be from external In- 
juries. Soon after this, the Infant dyed, anid 
I was defired to open the difeafed Part, which 
I did in the prefence of | feveral Gentlemen 
eminent in the Profeffions .of Anatomy and 


Surgery. Upon examining into. the Head, ‘the . 


Cerebrum. and Cerebellum, appeared: unifor mly 
diftended ; no one part of the Subftance of the 
Cerebrum ov Cerebellum was more than the 
fixth part of .an Inch thick. There was but 
a very {mall appearance of Bone in the Head, 

es, fo 
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fo that the Pericranium and Dura Mater were 
joined together ahmoft in every Part; in cons 
fequence of which, they might be faid'to'form 
one thick and ftrong Bag confifting of different 
Laming, thinly interfperfed with incompleat 
bony Fibres. 

Tue Child was born a Month or tig Weeks 
before the expected time; about four Weeks 
after the Birth of the Child, its Head began to 
fell, and continued to do fo till the time 
of its Death. "The Child appeared fenfible, 
and merry amoft to the laft, and had a free 
Motion of its Arms, Legs and Eyes. It was 
not more droufy than Children ufually are, 
till a few rete before its Death. 


Oe LUBEL BEL LOCX SEELBONL 


CAS: B XVI. 


of an Pr errey Difeafe of the Humeral 


Artery. 


HIE N a Bone, and its neighbouring 
Tendons and Ligaments are affeced 
with Tasaetaitent Caries, Fc. the Difeafe 


- may fometimes extend itfelf farther, fo as to 


affect the neighbouring Veflels; or it may 
Rehehy hipped that the Difeafes of thefe 


par ticular 
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‘particular Parts may proceed from a previous ~ 


‘affeCGion of thofe very neighbouring Veflels, 
from which they receive their Nourithment 


and Growth. 


C.D. was afflided with a Caties of the 
Joint of the Elbow, which was attended with 


fuch Circumftances as rendered the Amputa- . 


tion of the Limb neceffary: The Operation 
‘was performed at a proper Diftance above the 
_difeafed Part, and the Veficls were taken up by 
the Needle and Ligatures. 

In a few Days after the Cubans the 
humeral Artery became fo dilated above the 
Ligature as toe endanger its burfting.. Upon 
this Account, it was judged neceffary to per- 
form the Operation for the Aneuryfm, which 
was done, and the Veilel was fecured by Liga- 
ture above the upper Extremity of its diftended 
Coats... After this Operation every thing went 
feemingly well on for. iome time, when fud- 
denly the Artery appeared again dilated, and 
was in Danger of burfting above the fecond 
Ligature. Thele Circumftances made it necef- 
fary to repeat the Operation for the Aneuryfm, 
from this time every thing went on fuccefsfully, 
till the Stamp was at the Point of being healed ; 
a ae _ when, 
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when, quite unexpectedly, the Artery appeared 


a third time difeafed in the fame Manner ‘as 


before; for which Reafon a third Operation 


for the Aneury{m was determined upon, and 
performed. | 


». Tue. laft Operation was near to the Axilla; 


the Patient continued well from this time with- 


out any. Relapfe.. 


Query, Could the feveral Aneuryfms of the 
humeral Artery be attributed to the fudden 
Check alone, which the Blood met with from 
dts Extremity being fecured by Ligature; or 
is it not more reafonable to fuppofe, that the 
Coats of the Artery, nearly as high up as the 
Axilla, were originally difeafed and weakened? 
The latter feems the moft reafonable way of 
accounting for thefe fucceffive Returns of the 


_ Difeafe of the Veffel; fince it is found frony 


Experience, that fuch Aceidents have been 
very rarely known to occur after Amputations, 
either of the Arm, or Thigh, where nearly 
the fame Refiftance muft be made to the 
Circulation in every Subject of an equal Age 
and Vigour, who has undergone the like 
Operation. 


Ie 
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Ir it fhould be fuppofed that the feveral 
Dilatations of the Coats of the Veffels arofe 
merely from the Check in the Circulation ; it 
will not be eafy to account for the final Suc- 
cefs of this Operation ; and efpecially when we 
refle@, that the Force of the Blood is increafed 
in proportion to its nearnefs to the Heart. 

Tue Nourifhment of the Stump may be 
accounted for, from the Ramifications arifing 
from the principal Trunk about the Axi/2, 
which becoming dilated, in’ proportion to the 
Refiftance the Blood meets with in its paffage 
through the humeral Artery, were found 
fufficiently numerous and large enough to 
convey a proper fupply to the Parts beneath. 

‘Tuis Species of Aneuryfm I have been 
defcribing, 1s diftinguifhed by the Name of the 
true Aneury{m, and is a Difeafe which fre. 
quently happens to the Curvature of the Aorta, 
extending fometimes to both fides the Neck, 
fometimes producing vertigos, convulfive Fits, 
and admits of no other than a palliative Relief, 
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Of an Aneuryf of the humeral Artery. 


H. M. aged 37, was admitted into the 

Hofpital in Fuly 1753, with a Difeafe 
of the right Arm, which upon enquiry was 
found to be greatly {welled and enlarged. The 
Tumour extended from a little above the bend- 


‘ing of the Elbow, to pretty near the middle 


of the Cubit; and appeared fomewhat difco- 
loured, and pointed on its fuperior part. Upon 
preffing the Tumour, I difcovered a Fluctua- 
tion, but there was not the leaft perceivable 
Pulfation. He informed me of his having been 


blooded 3 in the Bafilic Vein about 13 Months 


ago, that he felt confiderable Pain from the. 


Operation, and that the Blood was difcharged 
through the Orifice by leaps. Immediately 


after being blooded, he perceived a {mall Tu- 
mour to arife in the Neighbour hood of the 
Orifice, which in a Week's time had arrived 
to the Size of an Egg, and continued to in- 
creafe gradually for nine Months. For a few 
Weeks after the Accident, the Limb was di 

| 4. coloured 
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coloured from the Shoulder to the Wrift, 
owing, without doubt, to the confinement of 
the extravafated Blood immediately under the 
two Integuments, Cutzcula, and Cutis, and an 
infinuation of fome portion of it into-the Cells 
of the Membrana Adipofa. He had envi Sg 
Pain for the firft three Months. 


THe Operation was determined upon, and 


Performed ‘in the following Manner. The 
Tourniquet and Ligature being fixed upon the 
humeral Artery, and the Arm extended at its 
utmoft length, and fo placed upon a Table 
covered with a Blanket, that the Tumour 
might look upwards, an Incifion was begun 
at the upper Extremity of the moft prominent 
Part of the Tumour, and continued downwards 
about three Inches, direCting the Knife in 
fuch a manner as to defcribe the half of an 
‘Oval; after this a fecond Incifion, correfpond- 
ing with the firft, was made on the oppofite 
Side; by which means an oval Piece of the 
Integuments was cut out. | ‘Upon a removal of 
‘the piece of Integuments, the Contents of the 
"Tumour were difcharged. The Swelling con- 
“fitted of a large Ball: of coagulated Blood of 
“a fibrous Texture which was contained’ in'a 
thick Cyft, and appeared like the Coats of 
we iK 3 a 
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a Vein. Upon flackening the Tourniquet, 
the Wound of the humeral Artery appeared 
circular, and its Coats were difcoloured, and 
thickened at leaft an Inch above the Orifice. 
A crooked Needle with a Ligature was pafled 
under the Artery above the difeafed Part, and. 
tied upon it. A fecond Ligature was made 
upon the Artery below its Orifice, which 
fhould always be done to prevent the rifk of 
an. Hemorrhage from this Part; fince it has 
been found that by negle@ting to do this, a 
confiderable Difcharge of Blood has enfued 
fome Days after the Operation, and the Pa- 
tient’s Life been brought into imminent Danger 
by’ a Reflux of Blood from the neighbouring 
Anaftomofes. And indeed I have feen it 
happen in this Operation, that after the Liga- 
ture was properly made upon the Veflcl above. 
the Part wounded, the Orifice upon the 'Tour- 
niquet and Ligature, being loofened, has bled, 
very freely, fo that the making a fecond Liga- 
ture below the Pun@ture of the Veffel has 
been found inftantly necefiary, which upon 
being executed the Hemorrbage has imme- 
diately ceafed. After the Operation, the Wound. 
was drefled in the commen manner; and the 
Patient 1emoved to bed. ies 

IMME- 
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IMMEDIATELY upon tying the Artery, he 
complained of a’ Numbnefs in his Fingers, 
and no Pulfation could be difcovered in his 
Wrift; but in half an Hour after the Operation, 
a very regular Pulfation appeared, and his 
Numbnefs began to go off. 


- From this time he went on very well for 


feveral Weeks, but was at length feized with 
general Convulfions attended with the Symp- 
tom of a locked Jaw, which killed him. 


Re Ms AS BEAR 


As a Pulfation in the Part is one of the 
principal Charaeriftics, by which an Aneu- 
ryfmal Tumour is diftinguifhed from a Tu- 
mour proceeding from any other Caufe; the 
want of it in the preceding Cafe may be ac- 
counted for, from confidering the Diftance 
which the Artery was at from the Integu- 
ments, occafioned by the Quantity of extrava- 
fated Blood that lay upon the wounded Vef- 
fe]: In this inftance, there could be no room 
to doubt of the Nature of the Difeafe, as the 
otiginal Symptoms were a fufficient Proof of 
it. The want of Pulfation in this Inftance is 
fiot fingular, fince by the fucceeding Cafes it 
will appear, that they were likewife attended 
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with the fame Circumfances, partly from the 
fame Caufe, and partly from the deep Situation 
of the Veffel under the Ga/rocnemit Mautcles, 
which rendered their Pulfations equally im-) 


perceptible, 


Tue Circumitance of a locked Jaw is no 
very uncommon Symptom ; it fometimes comes 
gradually on after a Wound, a Fradture of a 
Bone, Diflocation, or in Confequence of the 
Stricture made upon the Arteries, and their 
neighbouring Parts by Ligatures ; at other 
times, this Symptom happéns on a fudden, and 
is generally the Fore-runner of a fpeedy Diflo- 
lution. But there are Inftances where thefe 
Symptoms have been effectuaily removed by 
cordial Medicines and large-Blifters applied to 
the whole of the back part and fides of the 
Neck, without the affiftance of Opiates. 

Two Inftances of which fuccefs, I remem- 
ber to have feen within thefe few Years. It 
is. generally advifed upon undertaking an Ope- 
ration of this kind upon the Arm, to have 
the Amputating Inftruments in readinefs, left 
a Mortification fhould enfue upon the Parts 
beneath the Ligatures, in confequence of an 
Obftruction arifing in the Veffels. But not- 
withftanding this is a Circumftance which may 


p offibly 
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poflibly happen, yet I muft own, amoneft the 
feveral Operations of this kind which I have 
performied myfelf, or feen performed by others, 
I never once knew an Inftance of its turning out 
fo unfortunately as to “ee Amputation. 
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Of ph ges See 


Of an Aneuryfm of the Arteria 'Tibialis Poftica. 


ras 


B. aged 34, the laft Week in April, of 


* the Year 1748, was taken with a Cramp 


a little below his Ham, which was followed 
with an immediate {welling of the Calf of the 
Leg, attended with. Ai 2 ae Pain ; it continued 
in much the fame State till the Month of 
Fuly following, when the Part began to increafe 
both in Size and Pain. 

THe whole Leg was exceedingly tenfe, but 
there was not fe leaft Pulfation to be ditt 
covered, or the leaft vifible Ditcolouration of 
the Integuments. However upon pref{umption 
of its being an dzeury/m from the deepnefs of 
its Situation, as well as from its immediate 
Enlargement, and great. degree of Pain, the 


Operation for the Aveuryfin was attempted on 
a 15th of Oéfober. 


Uron 
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Upon opening the Tumour, the congealed 
Blood appeared to have acquired a flefhy Con- 
fiftence; and adhered very firmly one Portion 
of it to another. Upon removing it totally, 
the Tibia and Fibula were found carious, and 
the Orifice of the ruptured Artery appeared 
juft between the Heads of the Tzd7a and Fibula, 
fo that it was impracticable to tie it, or at 
leaft judged unadvifeable, confidering the con- 
dition of the Leg. 

Ir was amputated above-knee on the Spot, 
and the Patient did weil. 

Upon opening the Knee, the Os Femorts 
was affected, and confequently the Artery dif- 
eafed above the Part where it appeared to be 
ruptured. Some Years ago the Operation for 
the Aneuryfm was performed in a fimilar Cafe 
within a few Hours after the Rupture of the 
Vefiel. ‘The Tumour increafing fo faft, and 
the Pain proving fo intolerable, that it was 
neceflary to Jofe no time. 

Tue Trbialis Poflica was burft in the mid- 
dle of the Leg; it was taken up with fome 
difficulty, and the Patient recovered. 
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REMARK. 

Wuen we have good reafon to fufpect the 
fame fpecies of Aneury/m has happened to one 
of the principal Artertes of a Limb, or to any 
other large Artery where the Operation is 
practicable, and where fufficient preflure cannot 
be made to reftrain the Hemorrhage, it is 
generally advifeable to proceed immediately 
to the Operation, left the neighbouring Parts 
fhould become fo affected by the Extravafation, 
as to bring on a Caries of the Bone, and 
Deftruction of the neighbouring foft Parts, and 
by that means render the Operation imprac- 
ticable, as happened in the firft Inftance, 
where it was found neceflary to part with the 
Limb to fave Life. 

In the fecond Inftance, it 1s probable that 
this was prevented by the timely Affiftance 
given by the Operation. 

In Aneuryfins of the Arm proceeding ‘from 
a Wound of the Artery by a Lancet, the Cafes 
are differently circumftanced; and though 
it is found, in general, neceffary to proceed 
to Incifion and Ligature for their Cure, on 
account of the Part having been neglected for 
fome time after the Accident; yet there are 
Inftances where upon timely Application, the 

Cure 
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Cure has been affected merely by Comprefs 
and Bandage; which I would recommend to 
be firt of all tried in recent Cafes, and to be 
continued for three or four Weeks at leaft, if 
there is no very good reafon to forbid it. 

Tur manner in which the Wound of the 
humeral Artery has appeared, upon Examina- 
tion after Death, to be cured, is by an inti- 
mate Cohefion of the poneurofis of the Biceps 
Mufcle, of the Capfula, and of the Wound of 
the Veffel; and it has been farther obferved, 
that the Orifice made in the Artery (which 
appeared circular) has been ftopt up with a 
Clot of folid Blood, refembling, on its external 
part, the Head of a Nail; which adhering . 
firmly tothe Crcatrix of the Integuments, pro- 
duced a confiderable Callofity. 

N. B. For the Method of performing this 
Operation. See the Cafe of H. M. page 132, 
from which the Operation differed not but in 
the following particulars; to wit, the Com- ~ 


 preffion with the Tourniquet Ligature was 


made upon the Femoral Artery, and a removal 
of a part cf the Bellies of the Ga/frocnemii Muf- 
cles was found neceflary to allow room for 
the difcovering the Extremities of the Artery, 


and tying them with the Ligatures. 
CASS 
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Al remarkable Cafe of an Aneuryf{m of the 
Femoral Artery occafioned by a Fall. To 
which 1s prefixed, a fhort Account of the Un- 
certainty of the CharaGteriftics of this Difeafe ; 

communicated to the Royal Society, Nov. 17, 
1757, and inferted in their Tranfactions. 


THEN the Coats of an Artery become 
by any means preternaturally Dif- 
tended, when they become Wounded, or 
when they become Ruptured in fuch a manner 
as to difcharge and depofite their Contents 
under the neighbouring Integuments ; under the 
Aponeurofis of a neighbouring Mufcle, or ftill 
more deeply under the Mufcles that are in- 
vefted with an ponewrofis, the natural Con- 
fequence attending fuch an Accident will 
fooner or later be a degree of Elevation or 
Tumour, which Species of Tumour is known 
by the term Aneury/m. 
Ir a true Anecuryfa happens, (that is a Swel- 
ling arifing from a Weakaels of all the Coats 


which 
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which compofe an Arterial Veffel, or from a 
Wound or Rupture of one or more of its Coats, 
and a Diftenfion of the reft) it may often be 
diftinguifhed from a Tumour proceeding from 
any other Caufe by a degree of Pulfation, 
fuppofing the Situation of the injured Vefiel 
be fuperficial, as may be evinced in recent 
Aneuryfms of the. Humeral Artery, which 
fometimes happen from Bleeding near the 
bending of the Elbow-Joint, as well as’ in 
Aneuryfms of the inferior parts of the ‘fu- 
perior Cubital Artery, the inferior -Cubital 


-Artery, or the anterior Artery of the Leg called 


Libralis Antica; and as may be obferved to be 
fometimes the cafe too in Arteries whofe Situ- 
ations are not fuperficial ; to wit, in Aneuryfms 
of the Aorta Afcendens, the Curvature of the 
Aorta, and the Carotids. Les 
Tue Symptom of Pulfation in Tumours, 
which take their rife from a partial Wound, 
or from a Weaknefs and fubfequent Dilatation 
of all the Coats of an Artery, is not confined 


to this Species of Aneuryjin, but is frequently 


attendant upon falfe Aneury/ms, that is; fuch 
‘Tumours as’ are occafioned by extravafated 
Arterial Blood, fuppofing the Difeafe be a 
recent one of either of the’ preceding Veffels, 

or 
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or of any other Arterial Veffel not deeply fitu- 
ated ; and this Symptom of Puifation in) falfe 
Aneuryfins will fometimes be accompanied with 
a Difcolouration or variegated Appearance of 
the Integuments, dependent upon the infinua- 
tion of the Blood underneath them: But if the 
Extravafation be confined under an poneurofis, 
or if the Difeafe has been of fo long ftanding 
astoadmit of the Abforption of the thinner 
Parts of the extravafated Blood, or its difper- 
fion by any other means; and if the fibrous 
Parts of the Blood which are left behind fhould 
be accumulated in confiderable Quantities, and 
acquire fo compact and folid an Appearance as 


to refemble brown macerated Leather in their 


Colour and Texture, (which I have always 
obferved to be the Cafe in old Difeafes of this 
kind) under thefe Circumftances the original 
Symptom of Palfation on the Swelling, and 
a Difcolouration of the Integuments for the 
moft part become imperceptible, for which 
Reafons the true nature of the Difeafe muft be 
attended with a degree of uncertainty. 
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Ir mutt be acknowledged by all Surgeons, at 


whofe Experience has given them Opportunities 
of examining into thefe Difeafes, that the 
Symptoms of Pulfation, and a Difcolouration of 

‘ Po the 
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the Integuments from extravafated Blood, are 


not only very often undifcoverable in old Aneu 
ryfms, but likewife in the moft recent ones, 


which proves the non-exiftence of thefe Symp- 
toms to be no certain characteriftics of Tumours 


not being Aneury/mal; and the Reafon why 
this often happens may be eafily explained 


and readily conceived from obferving the very 


deep Situation of many Arteries that are known 


to be liable to thefe Injuries, fuch as the Fe- 
moral Arteries, the Arteria Tibiales Poftica, 
the Arteria peronce pofiice, and fome others. 
Notwithftanding I have treated of Pulfation on 


Tumours, and a Difcolouration of the Integu- 


ments, when they do exift, as being the trueft 
marks of Aneuryfms, yet it mutt not be inferred 
from what has been advanced, that the ap- 
pearance of thefe Symptoms are unexceptionabie 
Characteriftics of Tumours being Aneury/mal ; 
for it does happen, that mere Impofthumations 
or Collections of Matter arifing from external 
as well as internal Caufes, are fometimes fo 


immediately fituated upon the Heart itielf, and 
at other times upon fome of its principal Ar- © 


teries, as to partake in the moft regular man- 
ner of their Contra€tion and Dilatation, (Sy/fore 


and Diaj/tole.) 


Cases wm SURGERY. 
A rew Years ago I faw an Inftance of a 
Boy about thirteen Years of age, who had his 


Breaft Bone much fraGtured by a fall; on. 


this account he was admitted into Guy’s Hof- 
pital, but not wis a hi 28 after the Accident 
Hiatt happened. © 

~-Uron Examination there was an evident fe- 
patation of the broken parts of the Bone, which 
were removed at fome diftance from each 
other, the intermediate Space was occupied by 
a Tumour of a confiderable fize; the Integu- 
ments were of their natural Complexion. “The 
Swelling had as regular a Contraction and Di- 
latation as the Heart itfelf, or the orta could 
be fuppofed to have. Upon preffure the Tu- 
mour receded, upon a removal of the Preffure 
the Tumour immediately refumed its former 
fize; all thefe are allowed to be diftinguithing 
Signs of a recent true Aneury/m. The Situa- 
tion and Symptom of this Swelling were judged 
fufficient Reafons for confidering the nature of 
the Difeafe as uncertain, on which account it 
was left to take its own Courfe. 

‘Tue Event was, the Tumour burft in about 
three Weeks after his admiffion, difcharged a 
confiderable Quantity of Matter, and the Pa- 
tient did well by very fuperficial Applications. © 
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From what has been above advanced, it is 
plain, if thefe Arguments can be fupported by 
Facts, that the laying down fuch Rules for in- 
fallibly diftinguifhing Aneury/inal Tumours 
from Tumours proceeding from very different 
Caufes, mui{t be a matter of the greateft Difh- 
culty; and as a farther Proof ae their uncer- 
tainty, I take the liberty of offering the follow- 
ing fhort Hiftory of a remarkable Cafe which 
has lately occurred to my Experience. 


_ In the Month of December, 1756, F. YX. 
aged 35, received an hurt upen and about his 
Knee, by falling to the Ground from a Man’s 
Back ; the Accident was immediately'followed, 
by a confiderable degree of Lamenefs and Pain, 
which were increafed by walking or ftanding; 
he continued in much the fame ftate for about 
fix Weeks after the Accident, at the end of this 
time the Calf of the Leg was attacked with an 
Edematous Swelling, and in a Fortnight after-_ 
wards it became fo painful as to difable him 
from walking. The Tumour continued to 
grow for about eight Weeks, and at length 
extended itfelf fo far upwards, as to affect the 
greateft part of the Thigh, the whole of which 
was attended with exceflive Pain, but more 
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particularly fo about the Knee. Thus much 
is related from the Patient’s own Account. ~ 

“On the 28th of April, 1757, he was ad- 
mitted into Guzy’s Hofpital under my Care; 
upon examination, the Thigh appeared enlarged 
toa very great fize. The Tumour was uniform, 
and extended from the infide of the Knee to 
within a {mall fpace of the Groin; the Inte- 
guments were in every part of their natural 
Colour. Upon preffing the infide of the Thigh 
it appeared foft, where a FluCtuation was dif- 
coverable, but there was not the leaft appear- 
ance of Pulfation on this or any other part of 
the Limb. ‘The Tumour on its fuperior, pof- 


terior, and lateral Parts was of a ftony hard- 


nefs. 

Tue Leg (which according to the Patient’s 
account) had fometime fince been much fwel- 
led, did not now appear to be at all fo. He 
was continually in great Pain, and for fome 
time paft had been incapable of taking his ufual 
Rett; his Appetite was bad, he was a good 
deal emaciated, he had a conftant flow Fever, 
which began about five Weeks before his ad- 
miffion into the Hofpital ; he appeared pale 
and fallow in his Complexion.. From the time 
of his being placed under my Care to the 
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end of ten Days there was no apparent alters 
ation in the Swelling, nor in the Symptoms 
attending it. In expectation therefore of afford- 
ing him that Relief which I thought could 
by no other means be given, I judged it 
advifeable to open the Tumour, which I did 
by making an Incifion into its moft prominent 
part, upon which there immediately gufhed 
out a large Stream of thin florid Blood, and 
at this Inftant difcovered to me the true ftate 
of that Difeafe, which till now could not be 
afcertained by any peculiar Symptom diftin- 
guifhable by the Touch or perceptible to the 
Eye; feeing this, I immediately fill’d up the 
Wound with Lint and Tow, and proceeded in 
as expeditious a manner as poflible to apply a 
tight Bandage upon the Thigh near to the 
Groin ; and left this might accidentally break, 
I applied a fecond Ligature a little below the. 
firft, and proceeded to amputate the Limb upon 
the fpot: During the Operation the Patient. 
fainted, but he foon came to himfelf again,. 
and without any bad Symptom, gradually re- 
covered his Health, Strength, Appetite, and 
Reft, and is now in. good Health. i 
Upon a DifleCtion of the Thigh and Liga 

{ difcovered the following Appearances. A 
con- 
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confiderable part of the flefhy Portions of two of 
the Extenfor Mutcles of the Leg, to wit, the 
Vajftus Internus and Crureus, with the fubjacent 
Periofieum, were deftroyed. Four of thofe Muf- 
cles whofe ufes are to bend the Leg, and which 
compofe the internal and external Hamftrings, 
to wit, the Gracilis, Semitendinofus, Semimem- 
branofus, and Biceps Tibia, together with that 
Adductor and Flexor Mutcle of the Leg called 
Sartorius, were removed at a confiderable dif- 
tance from the inferior part of the Thigh-bone, 
and from the upper parts of the Tibia and 
fibula; by which means a large Bed was 
formed for containing the Extravafation ; which 


confifted in part of a Fluid, and in part of a 


coagulated Blood; by much the greateft Por- 
tion of the coagulated Blood was firm, and 
had acquired the Texture and Appearance of 
brown macerated Leather. The feveral Muf- 
cles I have mentioned had a livid and putrid 
Appearance. The Os Femoris was carious on 
its anterior and pofterior Parts, and for the 
{pace of feveral Inches above the Condyles of 
that Bone with the Courfe of the Linea afpera, 
as well as on the Convex or anterior Part of it, 
there were many Exoflo/es. 
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Tue Capfular Ligament of the Knee-joint 
was much thickened, and contained about two 
Ounces of a yellow and vifcid Synovia. 

Tue Femoral Artery on its inferior part, 


fome Diftance above its divifion into the Tzbzalis 
antica and Poftica was difeafed, which Difeafe 


extended four Inches upwards. The Coats of 
the Artery were confiderably thickened and 
lacerated longitudinally: The fmalleft Diame- 
ter of its Cavity, in the difeafed Part, was two 
Inches and one Quarter ; the largeft Diameter 
was two Inches and one Half. That part of 
the Artery below the Difeafe was fomewhat 
fmaller than the Veffel naturally is. 

Since the above-related Cafe of the Aneu- 
ryfm of the Femoral Artery, I have met with 
a fecond Inftance of the like Difeafe, where 


the Circumftances that attended the Tumour 
differed fo little from thofe of f. 27 that I- 


think it needlefs to fay any more upon the 
Subje&t, than that upon infpeGing the Thigh 
after. the Amputation of the Limb, the Bone 
was found more difeafed, and the Artery. more _ 
torn. | 
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REMARK, 


Previous to the Amputation of the Limb in 


the laft Inftance, I made an Incifion into the Tu- | 
mour, as defcribed in the Cafe of ¥. Y. p. 146+ 


but before I did fo I applied the Tourniquet 
and Ligature to the upper part of the Femoral 
Artery, to prevent any bad Confequences from 
the fudden Effufion of Blood that I judged 
was likely to happen from the opening of the 
Swelling ; which Precaution I would advife 


always to be taken in the like Operation upon 


confiderable Tumours of the internal or pofte- 
rior part of the Thigh, when there is any 
Reafon to fufpect that the Tumour arifes from 
Blood; and this is more ftrongly to be recom- 
mended as the Compreffion that is made with 
the Ligature gives very little Pain; and can- 
not by any means be injurious, fuppofing the 
Difeafe be not an Aneuryfm. 

I very lately faw an Inftance of a falfe 
Aneuryfm of the inferior Portion of the Fe- 
moral Artery, where the Integuments_ burft, 
in confequence of which, the Patient loft fo 
great a Quantity of Blood before any afliftance 
could be given him, that he died in a few 
Hours afterwards: From hence we may learn 
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the Neceffity for taking the oreateft care in 
Difeafes of this kind, and how cautious we. 
ought to be in guarding againft a poffibility of 
the like Accident, by performing a timely Ope= 
ration. In all the Inftances I have feen .of 
Aneuryfins in the Thigh or Leg, where the 
Difeafe has been of many Weeks flanding, the 
Bone or Bones have appeared fo much affected 
as to render the Amputation of the Limb nes 


| ceflary to the faving of the Patient’s Life. 
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& 
Two remarkable Cafes of Ganglions, where the 
Operations were performed with Succefs. 


ANG LIONS, or Tumours formed upon 

the fendinous and ligamentous Parts of the 
Extremities, are a Difeafe fufficiently known 
to every Surgeon of Experience, and have 
been treated of by moft Writers under the 
Head of encyfted Tumours. 

Tue Parts moft frequently attacked with 
this kind of Swelling are the Hands and Feet; 
but there are Inftances of thefe Tumours. ap- | 

pearing 
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pearing upon many other parts of the Body ; an 
extraordinary Example of which I was fome 
time ago confulted in, where the Tumour 
poffeffed the whole back part of the Neck. 

_ Tuese Tumours fometimes take their rife 
from a Strain, and at other times they happen 
without any previous Accident. Unlefs they 
difperfe of themfelves, or are removed by 
Art when recent, they frequently increafe to 
a confiderable Size, proving very inconve- 
nient, by depriving the Part of its Strength 
and Motion. 

Tue Methods prefcribed for their Cure 
are various, but thofe that are faid to have 
been found moft effectual, are conftant Pref- 
fure and fudden Blows, which fometimes may 
have fucceeded. At other times the Tumour 
has been known to difappear for a time only, 
and at length has returned, owing without 
doubt to the Cyft being left behind; which 
is known-to be frequently the cafe in every 
other Species of encyfted Tumour, where the 
Bag is not fufficiently deftroyed in the Ope- 
ration, or by future Applications. 

_ Bur as the Inftances are fo common, where 
all Attempts to difperfe them prove ineffectual, 
and the Parts become difabled both from the 
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Size and Situation of the Tumour, the Sur- 
geon is at length obliged to have recourfe to 
the Knife, as a radical Cure. 

I know there are fome who obje& to shin 
Operation on account of the Danger attending — 
a Wound of the fubjacent Tendon, or Li- 
gament; imagining that fuch an Accident 
would probably be attended with the worft 
of Confequences. But this Objection can be 
of no great weight, fince itis always in the 
Power of a fkilful and fteady Operator to | 
avoid this Accident, by cutting away only . 
a part of the Cyft, and leaving the reft be-— 
hind to digeft out with the future Dreffings ; 
which it will moft certainly do, if the out- 
ward Wound be made fufficiently large, as ’ 
has been already moft judicioufly and fully ex- 
plained by Mr. Séarp, in his Chapter of ez- 
eyed Tumours. 

BuT fuppofing it fhould happen that the 
Tendon, or Ligament, or both, fhould be 
wounded in the Operation, the Confequence 
will not probably be fo bad as is apprehended, 
fince every Day’s Experience proves, that ac- 
cidental Wounds of thefe Parts are known to 


do well with proper Treatment ; and as fome 


proof of the Validity of this Hypothefis, the two | 
fol- 
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following Cafes are related. In both of which 


it was found abfolutely neceflary to divide a 
confiderable Ligament, before the Operation 
could properly and effectually be performed. 
A. M. 19 Years of age, in the Year 1745, 
{trained her Wrift by a fall. The Accident 
‘was immediately followed with great Pain, a 
Weaknefs, and Swelling of the whole Hand; 
which, notwithftanding the proper Methods 
ufed for her Relief, continued much in the 
fame ftate till 1749; when the perceived a 
dmall diftint Tumour to arife in the inner 
and lower part of her Wrift: This in a few 
Days increafed to fo great a degree as rendered 
. her incapable of thutting her Hand, or mov- 
ing her Fingers. 
_ On the 21ft of Apri] 1750, the applied to 
me. Upon Examination I difcovered a Fluid 
in the Tumour which extended for about an 
Inch above the Ligamentum tranfverfale carps 
. to about half an Inch below it, and upon Pref- 
fore feemed to pafs underneath it. 
_. I peTermynep upon the Operation, which 
{ performed in the following manner. Her 
_ Hand being properly placed and fecured upon 
a Table covered with a double. Blanket ; I 
began my Incifion a little above the upper 
| Extent 
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Extent of the Tumour, and continued i¢ 
through the Integuments to a little beyond 
its lower Extent, which I carefully diffected 
up, on each fide. This gave me an Op-— 
portunity of difcovering its exact Situation, 
which I found to be under the Tendons of 
the Flexor carpi ulnaris, and Palmaris longus 
Mutcles. Both of which were confiderably 
lifted up, and removed from their natural 
Situation, by the fubjacent Tumour. The Tu- 
mour likewife extended itfelf under the Lzga- 
mentum tranfverfale carpt, which there was a 
neceflity of dividing, before I could have an 
Opportunity of diflecting the Tumour from 
its Bafis. The upper part of the Cyft was 
ftrongly attached to the inferior parts of the 
Tendons of the Flexor carpi ulnaris, and Pal- 
maris longus Mufcles. ‘The lower part of the 
Cyft adhered to the Tendons of the Perforans 
and Perforatus Mufcles; from whence I fairly 
diflected the whole away. 

Tue Contents of the Tumour were a 
Compofition of a gelatinous and fleatomatous 
Subftance. 

Sue continued in a good deal of Pain for 
four Days after the Operation ; at the end of 


that time fhe grew eafy, and fo continued to 
the 
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the finifhing of the Cure, which was perfected 
in fix Weeks without any confiderable Inflam- 
mation, or the leaft Abfcefs, and the was re- 
ftored to the perfect ufe of her Hand. 

Tue other Cafe was fo like that I have 
juft now defcribed,. that I look upon it as 
unneceflary to give a particular account of it. 

Tur Operation was performed in the 
fame manner, and the Cure was attended with 
no other difference in its Progrefgs than this ; 
the Patient hada fmall Ab{cefs which arofe 
on the middle and anterior part of the Fore- 
arm, which was opened by Incifion, and did 
well with very little trouble. The Ufe of the 


Hand was as perfectly recovered in this, as in 


the preceding Cafe. 
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COAS E KRV, 
Of a Ganglion f/ituated upon the Fore-fimger. 


P.a very lufty Woman, aged 50, fome 
* Years ago perceived a Swelling to arife. 
upon the anterior part of her Fore-finger, 
which at length increafed to the fize of a 
Pigeon’s Ege. It was now become fo trouble- 
{ome from its Size and Situation, as to deprive: 
her of the ufe of her Finger, and and to 
render it quite incapable of Motion. 
THE part was not attended with much Pain, 


but from the Circumftance of its ufelefinefs, 


fhe was defirous,of having it removed. 

SHE had asked the Advice of feveral Sur- 
geons who refuted to undertake it. 

AT length fhe applied to me, I faw no ob- 
jection to the Operation, and accordingly pro- 
ceeded to the Extirpation of the Tumour. 

Irs Contents were intirely gelatinous, and 
were contained under the Cap/u/a of the Tendons 
of the Flexor Mufcles of the Index or Fore- 
finger. 

THERE 
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THERE was neither much Difficulty, nor 
Pain in the Operation; and the Patient did 
well in a fhort time, without the leaft Inter- 
ruption or bad Symptom. She now enjoys the 
perfect ufe of her Finger. 

But notwithftanding the favourable Cir- 
cumftances that attended thefe fevera] Opera- 
tions, I would not have it inferred from what 
Ihave faid, that Inflammations and Abfceffes 
very rarely happen in confequence of the 
Operation. I confefs I have Known them 
to occur feveral times, but I never knew an 


Inftance of their terminating otherwife than 
well. 


REMARK, 


For the manner of performing this Ope- 


ration, fee the Methods that were purfued in - 


the Cafe of R. §. p. 100. 
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C BAP Vi. 


Of the Empiema. 


HE term Empiema, according to the 

true Etymology of the Word, fignifies 
a Collection of Matter that is depofited in any — 
part of the Body whatfoever; but when Sur- 
geons treat of the Operation for the Empiema, 
they mean to exprefs an Operation performed 
upon either or both Cavities of the Thorax ; 
by which an Opening is made through the 
Integuments, the intercoftal Mutcles, and 
Pleura, in order to evacuate any kind of Fluid 
that is confined, and lies floating in the Thorax , 
which by its fituation, weight, and preffure, 1s 
known to impede the Actions of the Organs 
of Refpiration, in a degree proportionable to 
the greater or lefier Quantity of extravafated 
Fluid that is there confined. 

THERE are feveral kinds of extravafated 
Fluids which are faid to be capable of pro- 
ducing this Difeafe. Thefe are Water, Matter, 
Blood, Chyle, and Aliment: But whoever 


reflects upon the Situations and Ufes of the 
Lb fo- 
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“Efophagus and Duétus T. boracicus, I believe, 
will be of opinion that an Impediment in the 
active, or paflive Organs of Refpiration, pro- 
ceeding from a Quantity of Aliment or 
Chyle, difcharged into the Thorax, occafioned 
by a Wound of the Afepbacus, or Duétus 
Thoracicus, can never be attended with fuch 
_ Circumftances as will render the Operation for 
the Empiema neceflary : And 1 am {0 well con- 
Vinced of the Futility of this fuppofition 
(although it be advanced by a modern Author 
of the greateft Character in Surgery) that I 
think it quite needlefs to advance any farther 
Reafons or Arguments in oppofition to it. 

As to an Extravafation of Blood in the 
Thorax, this may poflibly happen in fuch a 
degree from a Wound of one of the intercoftal 
Arteries, or fome other neighbouring Veffel of 
the Thorax, as may render an opening into the 
Cavity advifeable: But under fuch Circum- 
{tances, no other Operation will probably be 
found neceffary than the enlarging or dilating 
the Wound that has been made by the Point 
of a Sword, a Knife or any fuch Inftrument, 
to give iflue to that Blood which has been 
difcharged inwardly from this Accident, and 
which at length is .become coagulated, and 
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pent up in the Thorax: But this dilatation of 


the Wound muft not be put in execution, tll 


fuch Symptoms occur as indicate a Neceffity 
for fo doing, which I believe have very rarely 
been known to happen; and I profefs that it 
has not occurred to meto fee one Inftance 
of fuch a Cafe; though I think it very 
poffible. t 
- Tr Water be extravafated in large quantities, 
and: that Water be confined, and depofited in 
the Fhorax, the making an Opening into the 
Cavity for its evacuation 1s undoubtedly ad- 
vifeabley provided the Difeafe be confined to — 
the Thorax, which Cafe has more frequently 
been known to occur, than to be complicated 
with an Anafarca, of any part of the — 
or. an Afcites of the Abdomen. | 
Tue circumftance of a collection of Water 
in this part of the Body is not often know 
to happen in fo great a degree as to require the! 
performance of an Operation: Neverthelefs,| 
it is, certain this Difeafe has fometimes occurred?! 
to Men of Experience; an Inftance of which}! 
the celebrated Monfieur Morand of Paris, has: 
obliged the World with in the fecond Volume’ 
of the Memos of the Royal Academy of 
Sbeaely The fubftance of this extraordinary’ 
Fact 
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Fad is exprefled neatly in the following 
words. 2 


An Ecclefiaftic, aged 22, was attacked 
with a Fever; a few Days afterwards, the 
Meafles appeared upon him attended with a 


profufe Perfpiration. On a fudden the Per. - 


fpiration ceafed, and the Eruption difappeared ; 
in confequence of which, the Fever encreafed 
with Refilefnefs, a pain in the Head, the Neck, 
and left Side, accompanied with an Qidematoys 
Tumour, a Difficulty in breathing, and pain 
in Speaking, or Spitting. He could not reft 
but by lying on his Back: His Eyes were 
hollow: He was weak and greatly difpirited. 
Monfieur Morand made a Pun@ure with a 
Trocar into the difeafed Cavity of the Thorax; 
from whence were difcharged near fix Pints 
of Water: The laft drops of Water were fol- 
lowed with a {mall difcharge of Matter. The 


Patient was inftantly relieved from his Pain: 


But in feven Days after this Operation, the 
Difeafe returned almoft as bad as before. For 
this Reafon Monfieur Morand performed ‘the 
Operation a fecond time upon the fame 
Cavity of the Thorax, not by Panéture, but by 
Incifion: By this Operation, he evacuated 
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five Pints of Water; the Water was followed 
witha difcharge of Matter, fomething greater 
in Quantity than before. 

Tue Difeafe did not return after the efanes 
Operation; but the Patient fell infenfibly into 
an Atrophy: However, by living upon a Milk 
Diet, he gradually recovered, and at length 
was quite reftored to his Health. | 
Turis Inftance proves to us the. poffibility 
of an Afcites of the Thorax without a Dropfy 
of any other part of the Body, as well as 
the probability of a Cure by the Operation: 
And Iam perfectly convinced from my own 
Experience, that a Collection of Water in one 


‘or both Cavities of the Thorax is a Difeafe 


not fo uncommon as is generally fuppofed; 


having feveral times difcovered great Quan- 


tities of Lymph lying loofely in the Thorax of 
fome of thofe Subjects who have come under 
my Infpection after their Death. 
CoLLections of Water in the Cavities of 
the Thorax and Abdomen have been fuppofed 
curable by the Efforts of Nature, fo have 
colle€tions of Matter : But the Inftances of thefe 
Effects produced by the power of the abforbent 
Vefiels, and the Evacuation of the Fluids fo 
taken up, by Spitting, by Urine, by Stool or 
| other~ 
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otherwife, are very rare, and fhould never be 
trufted to when the Surgeon is affured of the 
true nature of the Difeafe. | 

Cortections of Matter depofited, and ly- 
ing loofely in the Thorax is a Difeafe that more 
frequently occurs than Collections of extrava- 
fated Water. 

ImposTHuUMATIONsS of this part of the Body 
proceed from a variety of Caufes, and when the 
Cafe is not attended with any great affection of 
the Lungs or the Liver, the making an opening 
into the Thorax to evacuate the Matter, often 
proves fuccefsful: The Operation therefore 
fhould be put in practice as foon as may _ be, 
to prevent the more noble Parts from fuffering 
from the Quantity and Quality of the Extra- 
_vafation. As the Symptoms which attend the 
Empiema, the Method of performing © the 
Operation, and the manner of treating the 
Wound are circumftantially defcribed in the 

courfe of the following Cafes, I have thought 
it unneceflary to enlarge here upon thefe par- 
‘ticolars. 
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rele Cita DS oa tal | 


Of an Empiema, where the Operation was une 
Juccefsfully performed. 


Ovember 1750, S. K. aged 37, in May 
7 laft, was fuddenly feized with a pleuritic 
Pain in his right Side, attended with a Fever 
and difficulty in Breathing; for which he 


put himfelf under the Care of a neighbouring 


Apothecary, who bled him. occafionally, and 
at the fame time adminiftered fuch internal 
Medicines, and topical Applications to the Part 


as were thought proper, but without effect. The 


Patient continued much in the fame State till 
uly following; when he was admitted into the 
Hofpital under the Care of the Phyfician, who 
prefcribed for him near four Months but with~ 


, out much Benefit, On the firft of November 


following, he was attacked with an uncom- 
mon difficulty of Breathing, and Pain in his 
right Side, for which he was blooded; this 
gave him fome relief. On the Day after, I 
was confulted; upon learning his Symptoms, 


and upon inquiring into farther Particulars, I 
dif- 
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difcovered the right fide of the Thorax to be 
fomewhat larger than the left, and the Integu- 
ments appeared a little thickened, but without 
the leaft tendency to Difcolouration, Softnefs, or 
any appearance of a Flutuation. The Patient 
was incapable of lying on his left Side without 
fuffering excefflive Pain, which he defcribed as 
extending from the middle of the Breaft-bone to 
the Back. This was perceivably attended with 
fo great a difficulty of Breathing as feemed to 
threaten Suffocation. The Patient could lie on 
his right Side without any confiderable inconve- 
nience, but he was moft eafy when lying on 


his Back; he never had been troubled with a - 


Cough till within the lat Month ; nor had he 
ever perceived the leaft Difcharge of Matter, 
either by fpitting, or otherwife, His Pulfe was 
quick and low, his Countenance was pallid, he 
had no Appetite, and complained of great Reft- 
lef{nefs. It is remarkable, that the Patient never 
remember'd to have had any Rigour, which is 
a Circumftance that commonly attends the 
formation of Matter. Upon the Appearance 
of the foregoing Symptoms, I thought proper 
to advife the Operation for the Empiema, which 
he readily affented to, and I performed it on the 


{pot in the following manner: When the 


M 4 Patient 


167 


168 


Casts .m SURGERY. 


Patient was properly fituated and fecured, I 


began by making an Incifion of about two. 


Inches and a half long with the Courfe of the 
Ribs, upon the part. where they form their 
greateft Convexity, and betwixt the fixth and ~ 

feventh Ribs, which Incifion was continued into 
the Cavity of the Thorax, from whence there 
iffued three Pints of a thick foetid Matter; from 
this Inftant, he was greatly relieved. The Dif- ~ 
charge was very confiderable for the five firft. — 
Days after the Operation, when it began to de- 
creafe. From the moment of the Operation, 
the Patient was capable of lying on either fide, 
or of fitting upright without the leaft incon- 
venience; and he continued to grow better till 
the firft of December following, when the Dif- 
charge increafed, and continued in great Quan- 
tities till his Death, which happened in about 
feven Weeks after the Operation. Upon open- 
ing the Body, I found the Diaphragm deftroyed 
quite through, and the upper part of the. Liver 
had fuffered greatly from the incumbent Mat- 
ter. The Lungs lay loofe in the Cavity of the 
Thorax, and were not in the leaft ulcerated, 
or apparently difeafed, 


NB 
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_ N. B. In the Operation, the Incifion was 
made nearer to the fuperior Edge of the lower 
Rib, than to the inferior Edge of the Upper, 


which prevented the rifk of wounding the 
intercoftal Artery. 


CoyAes.B.  XXVIL, 


Two Cafes of the Operation for the Empiema 
Juccefsfully performed, and read before the 
Royal Society the 19¢h of March 1752, and 
28th of June 1753. 


© ims) KOs, 


” HA aged 27, was admitted into the Hof- 


* pital on the 19th of December 1751, on 
account of a Pain in his right Side, and Cough, 
which he had laboured under for three Weeks ; 
The Patient was immediately put under the 
Phyfician’s Care; but notwithftanding all pro- 
per methods ufed for his Relief, the Diforder 
increafed till the 13th of Yanuary following, 
when I was confulted. 

_ Upon enquiry, I found him affliéted with 
the following Symptoms, a quick low Pulfe, 
frequent tei and difficulty of Breathing, 

which 
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which laft Symptom was much increafed upon, 
lying on his left Side, or upon fitting upright, 
He appeared greatly emaciated, his. Counte- 
nance was very pallid, or fallow. Upon fur- 
ther Enquiry, I difcovered that the right fide 
of the Thorax was fomewhat enlarged ; the In- 
teguments were vilibly thickened, but without 
the leaft Difcolouration, or perceivable FluQua- 
tion. However, being perfuaded from the 
foregoing. Symptoms, that there probably was. 
an extravafated Fluid underneath; I advifed 

the Operation ; which the Patient confented to, 
and I performed it in the following manner. _ 
Tue Patient being conveniently feated, I 
made an Incifion of about three Inches long. 
with a round-edged Knife, between the tenth 
and eleventh Ribs, counting from above, and 
at about four Inches diftance from the Ver- 
tebre; the direction of the Incifion was agrees 
able to the courfe of the Ribs, and by its. 
being made nearer to the fuperior Edge of the — 

eleventh Rib, than to the inferior Edge of the. 
tenth, the intercoftal Artery by that means 
efcaped being wounded; upon dividing the 
intercoftal Mufcles and Pleura very near twenty 
Ounces of Matter were difcharged. After the ~ 
Matter was evacuated I introduced my Finger 
through 
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through the Wound into the Cavity of the 
Thorax, but found no adhefion of the Lungs to 
the Pleura; from whence J am inclined to con- 
jeCtare, that this Abfcefs was originally formed 
in the cellular Membrane of the Pleura, which 
had at length made its bite into the Cavity of 
the Thorax. 


Wuar feems to corroborate this Conjecture 


is, that the violent Symptoms which happened: 


to the Patient upon lying on the found Side, or 
upon fitting upright, did not occur till within 
a Weck before his Application to me. From 
the moment the Matter was difcharged, he 
found very great Relief; his Refpiration be- 


came quict, his Fever and Cough gradually’ 
abated, till in about fix Weeks he perfectly 


recovered, and was foon after difmiffed the 
Hofpital. The Difcharge from the Wound 
continued in confiderable Quantities for the 
firft Fortnight; during that time, the Wound 
was kept properly open with Tents ; but when 


the Difcharge was no more than what might 


be expected from a fuperficial Wound of the 


fame Size, all Tents were difcontinued, and 


| fuperticial Applications only made ufe of. 
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On. the 19th of March 1752, I did myfelf the 
Honour of communicating to this Society the 
Cafe of T. H. on whom I had performed the 
Operation for the Empiema with Succefss 
Since then I have performed the fame Opera- 
tion a fecond time with equal Benefit; and 
therefore prefume to lay this Cafe lkewife be- 
fore you as a farther Proof of its ufefulnefs 


under the like Circumftances. 


Cats eer: 


C. aged 17 Years, was admitted into 

° Guy's Hofpital on the 10th of May 1753, 

on account of a Complaint in his Cheft which 
he had laboured under for three or four 
Weeks. 
~ His Symptoms were a. continual Pain in 
his left Side, a difficulty in Breathing, and an. 
inability of lying on his right Side, or of fitting 
upright, without greatly increafing his Com- 
plaints; his Pulfe was quick and low, he had 
a fhort Cough, was a good deal emaciated, and 


appeared fallow in his Complexion. 
A | Upon 
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Upon. Examination, I perceived a {mall 
‘Tumour. fituated on the anterior part of the 
Thorax, obliquely on the left Side of the Extre- 
mity of the Sternum, or Breaft-bone. There was 
not the leaft Difcolouration of the Integuments. 
Upon prefling the Tumour, his Pain, and 
Difficulty of breathing were encreafed, and there 
appeared fomething like a Fluctuation under my 
Fingers. ‘The Patient had never had any 
Rigour, which is a Symptom generally attending 
the Formation of Matter; but from Experience 
I have found, that the Want of this Symptom 
is NO proof to the contrary. 

FRomM the foregoing Circumftances and 
Symptoms, 1 made no doubt of the propriety 
of the Operation, which I performed in the 
following Manner. 

Tue Patient being properly fituated me 
fecured, I began with making an Incifion of 
about two Inches long through the Integu- 
ments and tendinous Expanfion of the oblique 
Mujcles of the Abdomen, upon the moft pro- 
minent Part of the Tumour; I then proceeded 
to the making a fecond Incifion of an equal 
lensth with tiie firft, traniverfely through the 
‘pper Part of the Reéfus Mujcle (which had a 
perfect healthy Appearance) direGting my 


Knife 


173 


474 


Casts m SURGERY. 
Knife forward betwixt the cartelagznous Pors 
tions. of the feventh and eighth Ribs, and the 
Extremity of the Steruum, into the Cavity of 
the Lhorax ; the Incifion being made, a thick - 
clotted Matter, to the Quantity of twenty-three 
Ounces and upwards was difcharged. 

As foon as the opening was made into the 
Cavity, and the Fluid began to be evacuated 
(which was by leaps) the Patient expreffed a 
painful .and uncommon kind of. Senfation, 
which he compared to a Weight being fud- 
denly taken from his Heart. Hence, I con 
jecture that this part had fuffered fo great a 
Compreffion, as to have been for fome time 
incapable of performing its natural ACtions, but; 
upon the Fluid being fet at Liberty, the Ven- 
tricles of the Heart probably became imme-. 
diately more dilated, than they had been for 
fome time before, on account of the Weight 
they had fuftained. After the whole of the’ 
Matter was difcharged, I introduced the Fore- 
finger of my right Hand into the Cavity, with 
which I evidently felt the Lungs (quite loofe 
and free from Adhefion) the Mediafinum,. 
and fupericr part of the Diaphragm, which 
Jaft part had been preffed confiderably lower 
than its natural Situation, by the Weight. of 

the 
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the incumbent Matter; from hence it) un- 
doubtedly appeared, that this great Quantity 
of Fluid had been contained in the Thorax. 
After the whole of the Matter was difcharged, 
I introduced a Linen Tent, properly fecured 
with a Needle and Thread pafied through it 
into the Cavity, which was continued to be 
introduced every Day for about the Space of 
three Weeks, now and then, as occafion re- 
quired, making ufe of the prepared Sponge- 
Tent. .The Difcharge was confiderable for 
the firft Week, when it began to decreafe gra- 
dually, till at the end of three Weeks there 
was no difcharge at all. From this time fuper- 
ficial Applications only were made ufe of; at 
the end of five Weeks the Patient was per- 
fectly well in all refpects, and had recovered 
his former plumpnefs and healthy Appearance. 
~Tmust obferve that about two Years ago 
he received a violent Blow on his left Side by 
a Fall, for which he had little or no Care 


taken of him. The Patient had ever fince this 


Accident, at different times, been afflicted with 
fome Complaints in his Side, but not conftantly; 
nor have they ever been fo bad as to prevent 


his acting in his bufinefs as a Sailor, till within 


a few Weeks before he applied to me. 
+3 ORE R E- 
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REMARK. 


From the Circumftances, and Symptoms 


“attending the three preceding Cafes, I think 
>it could hardly be doubted what the Nature of 


the Difeafe was; and as the Lungs, Dzaph- 
ragm, and Intercofial Mufcles muft not only be 
impeded in their Actions, in proportion to the 
Quantity of extravafated Fluid, which is con- 
fined in the Cavity of the Thorax, but mutt 
alfo be in great danger of Ulceration or Con- 
fumption from the Quality, and Preflure of 
the incumbent Matter; Tlook upon the Ope- 
ration in all Cafes of this Kind, to be abfo- 
tutely and immediately advifeable, ‘and. that it 
fhould not be deferred in expectation of the 
Fluid being abforbed into the Circulation, and 
evacuated by Urine, by Stool, or by Spitting : 
Since it muft) be acknowledged, that the In- 


tances are very rare where thefe Events have 


been fuccefSfully brought about; and-at. the 
fame time that the Cafes are numerous where 
Death has enfued, in confequence probably 
of the Operation being deferred too long, or 
totally neglected. 

Tut Operation for the Empiema is neither 
very difficult nor dangerous, and I. conclude 


there 
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there can be no better Arguments advanced in 
fupport of its fafety and ufefulnefs, when 
undertaken in time, than the Succefs that 
attended its performance in two of the three 
preceding Cafes; in which it has been already 
obferved, that the Difeafes were only of a few 
Weeks ftanding: In the third Inftance, where 
it has likewife been obferved, that the Opera- 
tion was not fuccefsful, I think this want of 
Succefs might, with fome Reafon, be attributed 
to the Injury which had been communicated 
to the Diaphragm, and {uperior part of the 
Liver, in confequence of the long Confinement 
and quality of the Matter; or it may poflibly 
happen, that the Matter had been originally 
formed in one or both of thefe parts, and dif- 
charged itfelf into the Cavity of the Thorax; 
which, for want of being evacuated in time, 
had at length increafed the Difeafe, and de- 
ftroyed ‘the Patient by the Largenefs of the 
Ulceration, and Quantity of the Difcharge. 


N CASE 


ad | 


178 


Cases m SURGERY, 


CoA Set. SEY 
“A remarkable Cafe of an Empiema. 


./ A. aged 30 Years, on the 13th of March 
3 1759, was admitted into Guy's Hofpital, 
with a remarkable Complaint in his Cheft, 
which attacked him in the Month of Augu/, 
1755, with the Symptoms of a Pleurify. 
Upon inipection it appeared that the left 
fide of the Lhorax was greatly enlarged and 
prodigioufly diftended: The Pectoral Mufcle 
was fomewhat raifed up: On_ Preflure it. felt 
foft, and readily gave way; upon a remoyal 
of the Prefiure, the Integuments refumed 
their former Appearance, no marks of Im- 
preflion remaining on this or any other part 
of the Thorax, fo as to conititute the Cha- 
racteriftic of an Gidematous Swelling. 
Tue Spaces betwixt the ninth and_ tenth, 


‘and betwixt the tenth and eleventh Ribs, 


(counting from above,) were vifibly, enlarged 
and fomewhat elevated: They felt foft, and 


yielded to the Fingers, but were not at all 


inflamed, or otherwife difcoloured. Upon Ex- 
amination 
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amination’ I difcovered a fluctuation in both 
thefe Parts.. The general Symptoms that. at- 
tended this Cafe were fimilar to thofe arifing 
from all confiderable Collections of Fluids de- 
pofited in either of the Cavities of the Thorax. 
The Patient had a continual flow F ever, a 
fhort Cough, but without the leaft Expectora- 
‘tion of Matter, great difficulty in Refpiration, 
particularly in the Acts of Expiration: He 
was incapable of lying down on the right 
Side without very great uneafinefs; he was 
much emaciated, and his Countenance was 
‘uniformly fallow ; he did not complain of fo 
much Pain, or fo great a Difficulty in breath- 
ing when in an erect Pofture, as I have fome- 
‘times obferved in Difeafes of this kind, even 
where the Quantity of extravafated Fluid has 
been much lefs: But at the fame time I muft 
acknowledge no fair Inference could be de- 
duced from hence, becaufe of the peculiar 
Pofition the difeafed Side was put in, when 
the poor Man fat down or ftood up; either 
of which he was incapable of doing without 
being fupported. The left fide of the Thorax 
inclined forwards, and protuberated in a very 
‘peculiar manner, fo as to give the Head and 
Trunk an hortzontal Pofture; in which po- 
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fition of the Body the Weight of the contained 
Fluid was molt certainly.in part prevented from 


-prefling fo forcibly s1pon: the left Portion of 
the «Diaphragm, the Mediaftinum, and right 


Portion:-of ‘the: Lungs, as it muft neceffarily 
have done in a-more-erect-pofition of the Body: 


He had one Symptom. which I had never. be- 
fore obferved in Patients labouring under. this 


Complaint ; that is, he was incapable of lying 
on his Back without bringing on very alarming 
Threats of Suffocation; but he did not -re- 
member ever to have heard any Noife or Rat- 
ling of the Pus upon Motion. He could lie moft 
conveniently upon his left Side, but even that 
Pofture was of late become very painful to him: 
In fhort, he could find no tolerable Pofture to 
put his Body into; but that of inclining it con- 
fiderably forwards, which (I have already ob- — 
ferved) he was under a neceflity of doing to 
enable him to: draw his .Breath,-and, I dare 
venture to fay, that upon attending to the fub- 
fequent part of the Hiftory of this poor Mor- 
tal’s Cafe, the reafon why fuch Effects fhould 
be produced from fuch a Caufe will very 
readily occur to thofe -who have a moderate 
degree of knowledge of the Formation and 
Utes of thefe Parts of the Human Body. 

Upon 
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Upon making an Incifion “upon the moft pro- 
minent Part of the Space ‘betwixt the tenth 
and eleventh Rib, into the Cavity of the Thorax 
of the left fide, at leaft eight Winche/fer Quarts 
of a thin yellow Matter, not at all foetid, was 
difcharged upon: the fpot in a full Stream: 
The Matter ifflued through the Wound by 
Leaps, and was projeGted at the diftance of 
two Yards and upwards from the Patient’s Body. 
The Patient did not faint during the Operation, 
nor afterwards; but from that Moment he 
grew eafy, his Symptoms abated, he flept well 
at Night, and the next Day he had no bad 
Symptoms, excepting that his Difficulty in 
breathing was not quite removed; this, indeed, 
could not reafonably be expected, confidering 
the long Difufe and Extenfion which the 
Diaphragm, the Intercoftal Mufcles, and the 
reft of the Mufcles of Refpiration had under- 
gone from the Preffure and Weight of the con- 
fined Matter, joined to the Injury which the 
Lungs themfelves had fuftained: The Patent 
continued with very'little alteration till the fourth 
Day, when his Refpiration became worfe, ac- 
companied with bad Nights, 2 quick Puile, a 
great difcharge of foetid Matter from the 
Wound, and a Flufhing in his Face. Thetfe 

| N 3 Symp- 
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Symptoms remained till the ninth. . That Day 
his breathing was better, his Pulfe became 
more calm, the Fluthings in his Face difap- 

peared, but the Difcharge was confiderable in — 
Quantity, and he complained of a want of 
Appetite ; which, till now, had been tolerably 
good ever fince the Operation. On the tenth 


Day his Difficulty of breathing returned, .the 


Difcharge was very great and offenfive; he had 
very little Sleep laft Night; in fhort, he feems 
greatly upon the Decline ; eleventh, twelfth, and 
thirteenth Days he continued much as on the 
tenth Day; fourteenth and fifteenth Days he has 
had more Sleep than ufual, his Appetite very 
bad,Cough frequent and troublefome, Difcharge 
very thin and confiderable in Quantity. Upon 
exerting his Powers in the act of Expiration 
to difcharge the Matter from the Cavity, there 


- appeared an Eminence betwixt the feventh and 


eighth Ribs (counting from above) on the an- 
terior lateral Part of the Dhorax, which was 
very tender, but upon his ceafing to exert him- 
felf the Swelling difappeared; fixteenth and fe. 
venteenth Days his Cough very troublefome, 
the Difcharge from the Wound was great, the 


~ Matter very thin and feetid, he gets very little 
Sleep, his Pulle quick and low, his Tongue 


dry 
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dry and parched; in fhort, to all appearance, 
he feemed to have avery fhort time to live; 
but notwithftanding thefe threatening Symp- 
toms he very unexpectedly furvived tll the 
roth of Yune following, exactly twelve Weeks 
from the time of his undergoing the firft Ope- 
ration. In the middle of the Month of Apri/ 
next preceding his Death, he thought himfelf 
much better than he had ‘been for many 
Days, his Difcharge at this time was much 
leflened, but his Pulfe was very weak and 
fluttering. 

Azsout three Weeks before the Patient's 
Death a fecond Opening was made by Incifion 
betwixt the eleventh and twelfth Ribs by my 
— Collegue, Mr. Way, under whofe immediate 
- Care this poor Man was from the Day of his 
admiffion into the Hofpital, and who treated 
him with the greateft Humanity and Judg- 
ment: 'Fhree Days before the Patient's Deceafe 
the Swelling betwixt the feventh and eighth 
Ribs opened externally of itfelf, and difcharged 
at leaft a Pint of Matter that was exceedingly 
offen five. | 

Upon opening the Body, the following Par- 
ticulars were difcovered ; to wit, the right Por~ 
tion of the Lungs was greatly ulcerated on its 

N 4 {uperior 
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fuperior part, where it adhered firmly to’ the: 
Pleura; on the inferior part of the Cavity: 
the Lungs adhered to the Diaphragm; the: 
Lobes of the Lungs on this fide were not-fo. 
much wafted as I expected they would have 
been from the great degree of Preffure they 
had fo long fuftained from the prodigious + 


Quantity of Matter that was confined in the. 


oppofite Cavity of the Fhorax, nor was there 
any Extravafation in the right Cavity. . ail 

Tue Lobes of the Biiges on the left fide - 
were almoit entirely deftroyed; in this Cavity . 
there was near a Quart of foetid Matter, the 
whole of ‘its internal furface was ulcerated, and... 
the two inferior Ribs. were carious in the neigh-.) 
bourhood of the fecond Opening ; 1n_ every 
other part they were found, fo was the Ster- 
num. fee 

Tue Pericardium and Heart appeared in their 
natural State. The Injury done to the internal 
Surface of the left Cavity of the Thorax was fo 
great, ‘as to have deftroyed almoft the whole of 
the Intercoftal Mufcles on that fide of the Trunk. 


N. B. Ir may is Shae remarking, that 
this Patient did not at any time fuffer the leaft 
Inconvenience from the Prefiure of the ex- 
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ternal Ait which entered into the Cavity of the 
_ Thorax through the Incifions, as has been faid 
by Authors to have happened in a great de- 


gree in the like Cafes ; but as that Effect was. 
not produced in this, or any other Inftance of 


the like kind, which has come under my In- 
fpection, Iam inclined to conjecture that the 


bad Effects of the Preflure of the external Air, 
when admitted through an opening made into 


the Cavity of the Thorax is fuch an Inconve- 
nience as may rather be fuppofed to be likely 
to happen than has been really known to hap- 


pen often ; the Act of Breathing having never. 


been in ths leatt fufpended, © although the 


Openings made into the Cavity are been | 
very large, and the time taken for drefling the 
Patient (fometimes once, fometimes twice 2. 


Day) has been very confiderable; but on the 


185 


contrary, at every Dreffing I have obferved the m 


Patient has breathed with greater freedom and 


eafe than he could do before the performance ie 


of this Operation ; or even for fome Hours. 


before the Dreffings were renewed. As the 


Matter in this Difeatfe lies loofely in the Cavity, 
of the Thorax, there is no greater Danger of 


woundine the Lunes i in this Operation, than 
_ there is of wounding the Inteftines or Omen- 
| tum 
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tum in tapping the Abdomen in the Aftites ; 
and if the Method be taken, which I have 


recommended for making the Incifion through 


the Intercoftal Mufcles, there will be no dan- 


ger of wounding the Intercoftal Artery, which 
is a Circumftance much dreaded by fome 
Practitioners, but with no great Reafon; for 
was this to happen it would probably’ not 
be attended with any bad Confequences, as 
the Bleeding might very readily be ftopped 
by Preffure, or otherwife. 


SP a petal 2 


Of the Operation for the Bubonocele. 


HIS I believe is generally efteemed to 
be one of the moft troublefome and 
dangerous Operations that occurs in the Prac- 
tice of Surgery; but the Difftculty of perform- 
ing this Operation with dexterity and fafety 
will be greatly leflened by acquiring a previous 


~ knowledge of the Anatomy of the Parts before 


it is undertaken; and by revolving in our 
Minds what will probably be found neceflary 


to. 
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fo be done under the different Occurrences 


that may attend this Complaint, which per- 
haps is accompanied with a greater variety of 
Circumftances in different Subjects, than any 
other Difeafe requiring Operation. | 

Ir is not my intention in this place to enu- 


-merate the great Diverfity of Symptoms. and 


Appearances that have been known at different 
times to accompany the incarcerated Hernia, 
nor can I by any means fay fo much upon this 
Subject from my own Experience, as may be 
learned from the Writings of the very accurate 
and ingenious Monfieur Le Dran, to whofe 
valuable Works I muft refer thofe who are 
defirous of arriving at a minute and neceflary 
Knowledge of this Difeafe : However, 1 will 
venture to fay from what has occurred to my 
own Experience that the Danger in the per- 
formance of this Operation does not arife from 
the Wound that is made through the Perito- 
néum and tendinous Portions of the oblique 


_Mautcles of the Abdomen (called by Anatomifts 


the Ligamentum Fallopii) but that the Danger 


4s undoubtedly caufed by. deferring the Opera- 
tion too long; on which account the prolapfed 


‘Portion of the Inteftine (from the preternatural 


“fompreiiion it has long undergone from the 


Rings 


* 
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Rings of the Abdominal Mutcles) becoming 
exceedingly inflamed, or upon the Point’ of 
Mortification, communicates the Diforder to the 
neighbouring Vifcera of the Abdomen, and 
renders them incapable of PERSE AUEE their ufual 
Functions, 

Ir we may be allowed to ilps from Ana- 
logy, it may be concluded that Wounds of the 
Tendinous, or even of the Membranous Parts, 
when made with a fharp Inftrument, are by 
no means followed with that degree of Danger 
fome eminent Surgeons have fuppofed them to 
be. This being allowed, the Danger  arifing 
from thefeCaufes cannot reafonably be put in 
Competition with thofe proceeding from a 
violent Inflammation and approaching Mor- 
tification of the fmaller Inteftines, which “are 
known tobe of a very delicate Texture, very 
fufceptible of Injuries, and are immediately — 


‘fubfervient to the purpofes of Life. 


>In Wounds of the Flexor or Extenfor Ten- 
dons of the Hands, or of the great Tendon 
of. the back part of the Leg called Tendo 
Achilles, we rarely’ fee that thefe Accidents 


* are attended with any violent Inflammation, ‘or 


confiderable Danger, when they have been ini 
~ ot wholly divided by a tharp Inftrumenty 
but 


/ eo 
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-but that they almoft always. do well with Reft 
»and gentle Treatment, fuppofing the Patient to 
-be of a»good habit-of Body; fo too in large 


| Incifions.of the Tunica Vaginalis of the Tefticle 


{which is allowed to be a continuation of the 
Peritoneum) that are put in Practice for the 
tadical Cure. of the Difeafe. of this-part called 
fydrocele, although it has often happened that 
fevere Inflammations and Impofthumations have 
been the confequences of fuch Methods, yet I 
profefs I have never once feen an Inftance of 
their Fatality: Neverthelefs I. would not have 
it fuggefted from any Arguments I have ad- 
vanced upon this Subject, that I mean to rez 
commend the Operation for the Budonocele 
 Ain.any other Stage of the Difeaie than in fuch 
a painful and dangerous one as cannot. be re= 
lieved by. Bleeding, Clyfters, the ufe of the 
warm Bath (which is to be preferred to all 
other Fomentations in this Cafe) and fuch other 
Methods of. Practice as are. propofed. and: re- 
commended by the moft experienced modern 
Writers upon this Subje@: But. I would have 
_ itt the fame time be remembered. that. the 
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Danger attending this Malady doth always 


proceed more immediately from the Affection 
of the Inteftines, than from any Inflammation 
ag ag 
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or Suppuration confequent upon an Incifion 

made through the Peritonaum or 'Tendons of 
the Oblique Mufcles of the Abdomen, and there-. 
fore that the Operation fhould not be deferred 

till the Patient’s Strength is too much exhaufted 

by continual Pain and an encreafed fymptomatic 

Fever, a want of Reft, and an inability of 
keeping any Nourifhment in the Stomach and 

Inteftines. 

In the Procefles of this ppachialt it has 
been faid that no part of the Omentum fhould 
be cut away unlefs it be mortified, but I am 
perfuaded it will be found necefiary to differ 
from this Rule upon particular Occafions, and 
from attending to the Hiftory of the following 
Cafe I don’t at all doubt but the Pra@ice will 
be judg’d reafonable and neceflary by Men of 
Gadaut and Experience in the Profeffion of 
Surgery. 


rrene . 
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CASE Xxx: 


I the Month of Februar ‘Ny 175 57, 1 was 
called upon to vifit Mr. 4. B.a Gentleman 
who had been confined to his Bed for twelve 
Days with an Herwia Inguinalis, for which he 
had received no Relief at all. from any thing 
that had been done for him; but, on the con- 
trary, he gradually grew worfe and worfe. 
Upon feeling the Tumour I difcovered a 
very great, Tenfion upon it, the Tumour reached 
from the Perforation of the Odbliquus Defcendens 
Mutcle of the Abdomen to half way down the 
Scrotum. The Patient had a fevere fymptoma- 
tic Fever, was haraffed with frequent Retch- 
ings had voided no Excrement by Stool for the 
laft {even or eight Days ; and was in fo great and 
continual Pain, that he was defirous of fub- 
mitting to any Treatment that might be thought 
-reafonable, and likely to give him-eafe. There 
was a confiderable Tenfion ahd Hardnef& on 
the upper part of the Tumour, juft fuch an 
one as I have frequently had an Opportunity 
of remarking, (and which perhaps is not eafy 
te 
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to defcribe,) where no Relief could be afforded 
in the like Difeafe but by Operation; under 
thefe Circumftances I was convinced he had 
no chance of Recovery but by fubmitting to 
the Operation, which I imagined could not be 


deferred many Hours longer without greatly 


diminifhing the Profpe& of its Succefs ; for 
this Reafon I propofed it to him, to which he 


readily acquiefced, and it was accordingly done- 
After making my Incifion with a round pointed 


Knife, which I began a little above the -fupe- 
tior. Extent of the Tumour, and continued a 
little below the inferior Extent of it, I pro- 
ceeded with Care to divide the Sac of the 
Hernia, which difcovered to me a confiderable 
portion of the Omentum rolled up like a Ball. 
The Ball of Omentum had a very uncommon 
Appearance; to the Touch it was fo crifp and 
fo near to a ftate of Brittlenefs that I was for 
fome time in doubt what it was; I feparated 
its Fibres pretty eafily with my Fingers, and 
at length arrived at its Centre; in which was 


inclofed a {mall portion of the Inte/finum Ileum, 


or Fejunum, I could not tell which, nor was it 
at all material for me to: determine this Point: 
The Gut had acquired a dark brown ‘Appear- 
ance, and felt quite tenfe: I proceeded next to 

divide 
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divide the Rings of the Mufeles obliquely up- 
wards and outwards, and then returned the 
Inteftine into the Abdomen by gently prefiing 
-itywith my Fingers. ‘The Inftrument I ufed 
for dilating the Rings of the Abdominal Muf- 
eles was a pair of Probe Seiflars,. which I have 
always found to be the moft manageable 
and lefs hazardous Inftrament for this pur- 
pofe, and which in general may very fafely 
be made ufe of without the Affiftance of any 
other Guide than the Fore-finger of the left 
Hand, which mutt be firft introduced a little 
way through the Wound of the Tendons of 
the oblique Mufcles of the Abdomen, with 
which the Inteftine may be eafily kept fafely un- 
der, and the lower Blade of the Sciflars by this 

Method prevented from doing any mifchief. 
AFTER the Inteftine was returned into the 
Abdomen I cuat away at leaft two Ounces of 
the difeafed Omentum, which was the whole of 
what lay in the Scrotum, without making any 
_ Ligature upon it, from which no Blood at all 
was difcharged. That Portion of the Omentum 
which lay in the paflage from, the .4édomen 
to the Scrotum adhered firmly to the neigh- 
| bouring Parts, where I left it, and then made 
two tranfverfe Stitches through the Lips of 
O the 


193 


LOM 


CASES 1M OURGERYS 
the upper part of the Wound, by. pafling the 


Necdle through the Integuments, only at about. 


the third part of an Inch from the Edges of 
the Wound, and at about an Inch diftant from 
one,.another; the Ligatures were about the 


thicknefs of a common filver. »Probe, made. 


of coarfe Thread, but not waxed, becaufe thefe: 


are lefs liable to wear through the Edges of a 


Wound.than Ligatures that are waxed, and 


therefore. tobe preferred in all Cafes, where, 


they are defigned merely as Retentives. +. |; 


IMMEDIATELY. atter the Operation ane 
emollient Clyfter was adminiltered as an inter—) 
nal Fomentation, and to procure an Evacuation. | 


ofthe Fwces, both which purpofes it very wella: 


anfwered; but as there ftill remained fome>, 
Pain in the Abdomen, and the Pulfe was. now?” 
become too quick and full, the Patient was,» 
twice let Blood in the firft three Days after they 


Operation, which wholly removed the Remains: 
of the Inflammation ; from this. time he went< 
happily on, and. in leis than. five, Weeks the: 
Cure of the Wound was completed... To pre: 
vent any return of the Complaints, the Patient 
was very firictly kept: upon a foft: liquid: Dietio 
for a Fortnight after the Operation, and then | 
he .was permitted to eat only fuch Solids \asti: 


were 


oa 


~ 


Oo 
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‘were {uppofed to be the moft eafy of Digeftion 
till he was quite well. - polbady 


REMARK. 


AGREEABLE to the Advice of the moft 
éminent Practitioners I’ directed the Patient to 
wear a fteel Trufs upon the Part, which he 
has done ever fince the Wound has been healed, 
but I believe in this particular Inftance there 
was ho great occafion for fuch a Precaution ; 
fince that Portion of the Omentum which’ ad- 
hered‘to the internal Surface of the Paflage 
leading from the Abdomen to the Scrotum, 
ferved effectually to {top up the natural Open- 
ing, and rendered a return of the Herniz not 
very probable. ‘The Method of treating the 
Wound was by fomenting it ‘twice a Day with 


an emollient Fomentation ; the Part was dreffed 


with warm ‘Digeftive, and over the Digettive 


a Pledgit of Tow {fpread with the Cerafum gf 
bum was laid, all which Dreflings were f€cured: 


on with a broad’ fingle ‘T Bandage; and con: 


tinued as long as was thought right. In- this: 
Operation it is fometimes found neceflary not’ 


only to remove part. of the Omentum when 


difeafed, but. to take away likewife a part of 


the Peritoneum that forms the Sac of the Her- 
O 2 Nia $ 
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nia: This Sac fometimes becomes, exceedingly 
indurated and thickened, under which Circum+ 


ftances. the Excifion of it is advifeable and 
nesnllary: ; : 
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CAS E -XXXI. 
: Of an incarcerated Hernia, Inguinalis.. 


; B. about 20 Years of ‘Age, in the Year 
* 1748-9; was brought into the Hofpital 
with an Herma Inguinahs, which he had’ been 
fabject to for many Years without ever weai- 
ing a Trufs. It had been down for ten Days, 
attended: with exceflive Pain, without being 
once’ returned, or any means ufed to relieve. 
him. His Symptoms were a low languid Pulfe, 
frequent reachings to’ Vomit, and Hiccoughs. 
The ‘Tumour was {till exceedingly tenfe, for 
which reafon it’ was judged advileable to pto- 
ceed immediately to the Operation. ‘The Con- 
tents were.a Part of the Inteffinum Teum and 
Omentum, both exceedingly inflamed, and the 
latter’ tending to Mortification. They adhered 
to each other, and the Omentum-to the Sac 
formed by the Peritoneum, which was become 
; thicker 
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thicker ‘than’a Crown-piecey and feenied quite 
diftin® from” the Tunica  Vaginalis;’ pon 
which it lay. The Sac as well as the difeafed 
Part of the Omentum were cut off, without 
making any Ligature upon either of them. 
The Inteftine and found part of the Omentum 
wére returned into the Abdomen, and two 
Stitches were made through the Integyments, 
after having firft dilated the Rings of the 
oblique Mufcles upwards and outwards with 
a Pair of Probe Sciffars. Soon after the Ope- | 
‘fation, a Clyfter was adminiftered, by which 
-means two or three Stools were procured, and 
the Patient grew tolerably eafy. .The fecond 
Day after the Operation, the whole Aldomen 
became prodigioufly enlarged and tenfe ; but 
sin a few Days afterwards it fubfided, by the 
‘help of Fomentations and Clyfters, and the 
Patient went on feemingly well to the cigh- 
teenth Day; when on a fudden he became 
very reftlefs, a violent Loofenefs, attended with 
. delirium, enfued ; and he expired about forty- 
feight Hours after this Attack. Upon open-_ 
sing the Body, I found the Inteftines in general 
bereatly inflamed, the J/euwm was mortified) in 
. aie places, and feveral Abcefies were hig 
sin the Mefentery. } 
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Query. Is it: not probable, ‘that the bad 
Symptoms, fuch as Inflammation, Tenfion, @c. - 


ceafed a few Days after the Operation; and — 


that the Fever, attended with Inflammation, 
which came on afterwards, was merely acci- 
dental and not at all the Effect. of the Ope- 
ration? Since it is very certain that all In-~ 
flammations of. the {mall Inteftines, termi- 


mating in Mortification, are very fpeedy, and — 


admit of no great Intermiflion in their Progrefs. - 


COURS BO OSEXKIL 


of an Hernia Umbilicalis from Rie 


Ry | Otwithftanding it feldom happens that an 
“t Hernia is formed in confequence of 


vopening the Integuments at- the’ Navel, in 


order to evacuate the Water contained in the 
Abitomen, in. that Species of Dropfy called 
Akites ; yet there have been» undoubted  In- 
flances where this Species of Rupture’ has 
arifen' merely from this Caufe,-and been at- 
tended with fuch Circumftances as:made it 
neceflary to perform wine Operation for the 

J Hernig 
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Hernia Umbilicalise Wt appears that the open= 
ing made through the Peritonexm, thou ghivery 
‘fmall, is neverthelefs.capable of being fomuch 
enlarged from the Stream of Water in the time 
of its Evacuation, or from the Preffure of the 
Inteftines againft the internal -Part of that 
Membrane, grown greatly diftended and flac- 
cid from. the Quantity and Nature of the 
Contents, as to make it incapable of refitting 
the Force it fometimes meets with in Cough- 
ang, Sneezing, Ge. 


_ 4. B. was admitted into the Hofpital with 
an Afcites or Dropfy of the Abdomen, which 
was become fo diftended by the Water, as to 
render him incapable of lying down with- 
out bringing on fuch a difficulty of Breath- 
ing as threatened Suffocation (from the Com- 
-preflion, probably, which the Diaphragm and 
Lungs laboured under in this. Situation of the 
Body) for thefe Reafons it was judged neceflary 
to ‘Tap him. Upon Examination, his Navel ap- 
peared. protuberant, and puthed forward as large 
-as an Ege.) Its Integuments were thin, ahd 
-almoft tran{parent. Upon my confidering that 
san opening made through this part would 
de fufficient to evacwate all the Water ; and 
Bast O 4 having 
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having feveral times performed the fame Opes 
ration (agreeable to the Advice of the Mo~ 
derns) without incurring the leaft inconve- 
nience, I did not at all hefitate at the Pro- 
priety of repeating. it, which I did in the ions 
lowing manner. 

THe Patient being rete in a Chair‘of 4 
convenient. Height, and his) Hands properly 
placed acrofs. the upper Part of the Abdomen, 
at the fame time an Affiftant preffing on each 
fide of it, I plunged the Point of a common 
Lancet in to the Navel.on its moft protuberant 
part; and by this means difcharged the whole 
of the Fluid without farther trouble; ‘After | 
this a flannel Comprefs, dipt in Spirits, was 
applied upon a+ Plaifter that was firft put to 
the Wound, which was fecured on by a long 
flannel Roller, and the Patient removed to 
Bed... He» was as well as could be withed 


for feveral Days after ‘the Operation, but at 
dength complained of exceflive Pain in the 


Navel, which appeared {welled and inflamed, 


attended with frequent reachings to Vemit and 


Feyer (the conftant Symptoms of an incarce-- 


sated, fernia) I endeavoured: to relieve him 


by Pomentations, Clyfters, &c.. but his Pains 


gemiaining intolerable, and being incapable of 


affitt- 


e | 
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affifting him:by any other means. I proceeded 


to the Operation, which I performed in the 


following Manner. | 7 


Tue Patient being removed: from his Bed 


and laid {upinely upon a Table of a convenient 


Height, covered over with a double Blanket. 
8 ) 


TI placed a Pillow under his Shoulders, by 
which means the Abdomen became relaxed ; 
his Legs at the fame Time hanging down 
from the Sides of the Table, were properly 
fecured by two Affiftants. After this, I began 
with making an Incifion, with a round-edged 
Knife, at the upper Extent of the Tumour ; 
continuing it in a ftraight Dire@ion down- 
wards, alittle beyond its lower Extent ; upon 
cutting through the Integuments, I -difcovered 
a Portion of the Lnteflinum Ieum without any 
of the Omentum; the Inteftine was greatly 
inflamed. When I had: proceeded: thus far, 
I introduced the Fore-finger of. my left Hand 
through the Wound into the Cavity of the 
Abdomen, with which I gently compreffed the 
Inteftine, and then proceeded to enlarge the 
- Wound with the fame Knife, which’ I intro. 
quced upon my Fore-finger. This gave me 
an. Opportunity of returning the Inteftine with- 
out Difficulty. It appeared quite loofe, and 
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free from adhefion. When the Inteftine-was 
thus returned, I made one Ligature acrofs the 
Wound, by pafling a'crooked Needle through 
the Integuments only, at about a Quarter of 
an Inch from the Edge of the Lips of the 
Wound: But the Abdomen appearing confi- 
derably diftended in two Days after the Opera- 
tion, and the Patient complaining of ‘great 
uneafinefs from the Ligature, I immediately 
cut it away, which relieved him; but the 
Symptoms of his Vomiting, Gc. till con- 
tinued, and he expired in a few Days after- 
wards. 


Query. Is it not probable, that if the Ope- 
ration of the Paracentefis had been performed 
on the left Side of the dbdomen, obliquely 
below the Navel, half way betwixt that and 
the Spine of the Os I/eum, that the Patient 
might have lived for fome time, as is very 
common in Cafes of this kind; and is it not 
more than probable that his fpeedy Death 
was brought on by the ftrangulated Inteftine? 
if this be allowed, it may be inferred from 
the preceding Cafe, that the Operation can- 
not be faid- to be entirely free from) that - 
Danger which may always be avoided by 


tapping 


CAsEs im SURGERY. 
tapping with the Trocar, in that part of the 
Abdomen, 1 have juft now defcribed: But I 
muft own this Accident-is not often likely to 
occur, fince this 1s the only Inftance of the 


kind I have ever feen; which arofe from the 
like. Caufe.. 


CASE XXXII. 
Of a Wound penetrating the Abdomen, 


W. aged 22, was ftabbed with a Horfe- 
* Picker on Wedne/day the 22d of November, 
1748, about three Inches a little obliquely on 
the right Side, below the Navel. He bled 
very little at firft; about an Inch of the {mall 
Inteftine pufhed out at the Orifice, which was 
returned by a Surgeon, and the Wound 
fewed up. ) 
Tue Wound continued difcharging Blood 
in {mall Quantities till the Sunday following, 
when his Fever increafed, and a large Quan- 


tity (as nearly as could be cueffed about a 


Pint) of blackith curdled Blood, burft out at 
the Orifice; the ke burft open a fol- 
aati Week. 
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‘Tue Fever continued with Vomitings acs 
companied with a ‘Tenfion’ of the whole 4- 


domen, which was particularly hard and: tumi« 
fied, in the Neighbourhood of the Orifice. ~~ 


Iw this circumftance, I had thoughts of - 


dilating the Abdomen, in order to evacuate’ the 
extravafated Blood; but the Sanday following 
it difcharged itfelf in a larger Quantity than 
before, and continued to difcharge very greatly 
for fome Days, when at laft it began'to di- 
minifh; all the bad Symptoms (Vomiting, 
Purging, Fever, lofs of Appetite,’ &c.)' by 


degrees abating, and in procefs of time the. 


Difcharge was. purulent, but confiderablé in 
Quantity. However, it healed without any 
further Incifion, and was well the 17th of 


Sanuary following. 


Query. Is it not reafonable to imagine, from — 


the Circumftances attending this Cafe, that 
the Violence of the Symptoms arofe.. from 
the. extravafated Fluid being confined in the 


Cavity, and from. the Inflammation confe- 


quent. upon the Needle and Ligature being 
paffed through the Perztameum and tendinous 
expanfions of the ¢ranfuerfe Mufcles¢ 


tr 


* 
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It is»probable, that if'a free Difcharge of 
the. Blood could. have been procured fron¥ 
the Beginning (which might poffibly have 
been effected by leaving a depending Orifice) 
thefe Symptoms would have been prevented: 
So that in all Wounds penetrating the Cavity 
of the Abdomen, we thould only make ufe of 
the Suture, where the Inteftines-are incapable 
of being retained in their proper Situation 
without jit ;. at the fame time having a Re. 
gard to a depending Orifice for the Difcharge 
arifing’ from the divided. Vefiels. 


eaagqneseneneaneanagss 
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Of the Stone in the Bladder of Urine. 


HE Stone in the Bladder is a Difeafe 

“to which both Sexes are fubje@, and 
probably the Urine of Females is equally liable 
with that of Males'to the formation of ftony 
Concretions ; but as the Urethre of Women are 
larger, fhorter, more dépending in their fitua- 
tion, and more capable of Dilatation than thofe 
of Men, thefe may very likely be the Reafons 
why fo few Females compared with the 
number 
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number of Males, are: in:fuch a degree afflided | 


. with this. Difeafe, as to require the Surgeon’: 


Affiftance for the extraction of one, or more” 
Stones out of. the Bladder.) The exact differs> 


ence betwixt the numberof Males and Fes» 


males that undergo this Operation, I am unable 


_ to afcertain;. but by what I can recollect from» 


my own Experience and Obfervation, ‘I think 


_ I may, venture. to. fay, there are. at deaft ten 


Males'to,.one Female who come under ‘the 
Surgeon’s Hands upon this Account. | In fome 
Subjects. it happens that the formation. of a - 
Stone originally begins in the Papille of the : 
Kidneys, in others in the Pelves of the Kidneys, 
whilft. in others there is no apparent difpofition | 
to.a formation of a Stone in any part of the» 
Kidneys themfelves, or their Pelves, but this 
Stone concreting Difpofition begins to fhew itfelf 
in the. Bladder, ,as appears to. have been fome- 
times. the Cafe from the Effects that are pros | 
duced. -by extraneous Bodies;  fuch as. Pins,.’ 
Needles, Bodkins, Bullets, Bits of Kone, Bou~ 
gies, &c. which were accidentallhyadmitted into 
the Bladder, and which by being lodged there, 
have fhortly attracted the gravelly particles of 
the Urine, and became the Nuclez, or Bafes 
of Stones of a confiderable Size. Inftances of 

| i  thefe 


Caszs mm SURGERY. 


thefe Phzenomena have now and then occured. 
‘to Men: of Experience; of which we have” 


many Accounts delivered tous from undoubted 
authority: Amongtt thefe, the'Cafe of ME. 
defcribed in one of the following Cafes is 
pethaps one of the moft fingular, and unac-. 
countable: If the Stone be: originally formed. 
in any part of the Kidneys, it often happens 
from the Streams of Urine which are almoft 
continually fecreted by thefe Bodies, and plenti- 
fully conveyed from them through the Tubuij: 
Urinarti into their Membranous Pelves, that 
the: flony Particles are wafhed away through 
the Urefers into the Bladder; from whence: 
they are happily difcharged by the Urethra, 


fometimes in the Shape of complete round — 
{mall Stones of a reddifh Hue, refembling 


the Spawn of a boiled Lobfter, _ whilft at. ade 
times they are voided in the figure of Barley- 
corns, Olive-flones, @c. and are of different 
Colours and Confiftencies in different Subjects. 


But this is not always the cafe, for it now and. 


then happens that a Stone though {mall enougly 


to be. difcharged from. the Bladder into ther 
Urethra. is, incapable of paffing through that. 


Channel with the Stream:of Urine, therefore 


it mutt neceilarily :remainithere> till it-becre-*- 


moved 
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“moved by Art, which fometimes it is found 
neceflary to do by Incifion, on account of the 
Violence of the Pain, as well as by reafon of 
a fuppreflion of Urine, being brought on ¥ | 
the Paflage being plugged up. 
AT other times it has happened, that a Stone 
has remained fixed in the Urethra for feveral 
Years without occafioning any confiderabie 
Pain or a fuppreflion of Urine, and that the 
Stone has at length encreafed toa very ex 
traordinary Size, becoming troublefome only 
from its-Weight and Bulk: An Inftance of 
which I have lately had under my Care, which — 
on Account of its Singularity I have thought 
proper to give the following fhort Account of; 
and have likewife caufed-a Drawing of the 
Stone to be made, and added to this Chapter. 


- 8. B. a young Man aged 20 Years, put 
himfelf under my Care in September 1759, ~ 
to be cured of a Complaint which he had in 
the Urethra. Upon Enquiry I was informed-by 
him tnat he had little or no Pain, that he 
had no difficulty in voiding his Urine, which he’ 
did in a full Stream, but that he had a Sweiling 
betwixt the Scrotum and Anus, whicn was 
inconvenient to him when he moved about, 


Upon 
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Upon feeling the Part there was a very evi- me 


dent hardnefs, and Tumour ; by introducing 
a Bougie, or Female Catheter into the Urethra, 


it: was plain there was a Stone.. I advifed the 


cutting it out, which was complied with, and 
I proceeded to the performance of the Noe 
tion in the following manner. 

Tue Patient bei placed upon a fready 


Table of a convenient Height, covered with a 


double Blanket, and a Pillow being placed 
under his Shoulders, I caufed his Hands and 


Feet to be tied together in the fame manner 
as 1s done in the Operation of cutting for the 


Stone in the Bladder. The Patient paling {teadily 


held in this pofture by two Affiftants, I divided 


the Urethra longitudinally, by Incifion, as far 
as the Tumour extended; and with my 
Thumb and Finger, J tte extracted the 
Stone: After the Stone was extracted, J 


brought the Lips of the Wound together and. 


kept them fo with the twifted Suture. By 
means of this Suture, and by pafling a Bougie 
through the Urethra beyond the extent of the 


Incifion, which was continued in. the paflage: 


every Day for feveral Hours. the Wound 
aan happily on till it was quite healed, 
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which was in about three Weeks; and there 
remained no inconvenience at all. 


N. B. The Patient never remembered to 
have had any Pain like a Fit of the Stone. 


- Sometimes it unhappily proves, that the Stone 


which is formed in the Papille or Pelves of 
the Kidneys remains in that Situation till it 


has arrived to fo confiderable a Size, as to — 


be incapable of pafling eafily through the Ure- 


ters; from whence Inflammations, excruciating 
Pains in the {mall of the Back, extending 
obliquely acrofs the dédomen, accompanyed 
with Vomitings, Contraction, of the {fpermatic 


Chord and Tefticle, and a Numbnefs of the 
internal Part of the Thigh on the difeafed 


Side are in fome Subjects produced; which 
feveral Symptoms are often happily removed 
by the Phyfician’s Affiftance. Sometimes the 
Difeaie terminates in the Death of the Pa- 
tient; at other times it has happened that a 
Stone from being immoveably fixed in the — 
Pelvis of the Kidneys, has produced an Inflam-_ 


mation and Enlargement of that. Body, andits — 


neighbouring Parts; which has at length ended 
in an Abfcefs; and by burfting has formed an 
external Opening; through which there have 

been 
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been occafional Difcharges of gravelly, and 

ftony Particles. But if this Tumour be opened 
by Incifion, and the ftony Particles be ex= 
tracted by the Surgeon, the Operation is then 
called Nepbrotomy ; which Operation notwith- 
ftanding whatever may. have been {aid by 

Marchetti ot others upon the Subjed, can only 
take place when thus circumftanced, and then 
the performance of the Operation is not attended 
with any greater difficulty than the Opening 
an Abfcefs in any other part of the Body. 

Ir the Stone has pafled from the Kidney 
through the Urerer into the Bladder, and re- 
mains there till it becomes large, it feldom 
happens that it is long confined in the Bladder 
without bringing on painful Symptoms; the 
frequency and feverity of which depend upon 
Conttitution, Motion, the Size, Situation and 
Form of the external Surface of the Stone, 
or Stones, that are lodged in the Bladder. 
Rough, large and pointed Stones, ceferts pari- 
bus, being always produ@tive of more fevere 
Symptoms than fuch as are fmooth, not 
rugged, and fmall. 

_ ‘Tue Symptoms which arife from a Stone 
in the Bladder are different in different Syb- 
jeGts, both as to frequency and feverity: Some 

a :s : People 


210 


22 


Casnpsiwun SURGERY. 


People who are afflicted with this Difeafe 
complaining of continual Pain, whilft others 
fhall enjoy jong intervals of Eafe; but this 
difference, as I have before obferved, depends 
upon Circumftances. For inftance; if the Stone 
in the Bladder be fimall, not pointed, nor 
rugged; if the Patient be of a fober Difpofition, 
and his ftation of Life gives him an oppor- 
tunity of keeping {till and quiet, the Neck of 
the Bladder (which perhaps is the principal Seat 
of Pain) will not in general be fubjected to 
fuch frequent Irritations and confequent In- 
flammations as it would otherwife be. Asa 
Proof of the Neck of the Bladder being the 
Part chiefly affected in a Fit of the Stone, and 
from whence the feverity of the Pain arifes, I 
affirm I have often obferved, upon fearching 
Patients who labour under this Difeafe, that 
although they have been in exceffive Torture 
at the time of fubmitting themfelves to this 
Examination, the Inftrument by paffling into 
the Bladder has removed the Stone from the 
beginning of the Urethra; in confequence of © 
which the Patient received very {peedy Relief, 
and an Interval of perfect Eafe has fucceeded 
and continued till the Stone returned to the 
Neck of the Bladder; which, in fome in- 

: {tances 
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ftances, has not happened for a confiderable 
time afterwards. 

THE Symptoms arifing from a Fit of the 
Stone are not always fuch as can entitle the 
Surgeon to determine pofitively upon the true 
hature of the Difeafe without fearching; there 
being many Caufes which produce almoft the 
fame Effects in the Bladder as thofe arifing 
from a Stone. If the Neck of the Bladder, 
or the Urethra itfelf, be inflamed in confequence 
of an Excrefcence, or Contraction of either of 
thefe parts arifing from Venereal, or other 
Caufes ; or if the Patient labours under a Dit 
eafe of the Inteflinum Rectum proceeding from 
the Piles, or a fchirrous ftate of that Gut, 
thefe Maladies will frequently produce fuch 
Symptoms as are very like fome of thofe 
attendant upon a Stone in the Bladder, and I 
have known feveral Inftances, where from an 
Impofthumation of the Kidney (a Difeafe I 
think more frequent in Females than Males) 
fuch excruciating Pains have arifen in the 
Bladder, Urethra, and neighbouring Parts, 
attended with almoft conftant inclination to 
Urine, and voiding it by little and little, with 
a large Quantity of flimy fediment depofited 
in the Urinal, as has rendered it impoffible 
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for me to determine abfolutely what the Dit 
eafe was, till I have. been convinced from 
fearching into the Bladder, that neither a 
Stone nor any other Difeafe of that part, or 
the Uretbra, has been the Caufe of thefe Com- 
plaints. The Patients under thefe Afflictions 
have gradually watted away, and at length 
died; feveral of which I have nad an oppor- 
tunity of Opening, and have fometimes found 
one Kidney, fometimes both, greatly wafted, 
exceedingly flabby, and a confiderable Quantity 
of Matter has, by fqueezing, been preffed out 
of their Tudul: or Papille; in thefe I have 
never found any gravelly or ftony Particles ; 
and I have obferved that the Patients had very 
little or no Complaints in the Kidneys. them- 
felyes, which I fuppofe may be accounted for 
from their being fo fparingly fupplyed with 
Nerves, as Anatomy teaches us they are. At 
other times I have known much the fame 
Complaints produced in the urinary parts of 
Females, as thofe I have already defcribed, 
where no Stone nor any other Difeafe of the 
Bladder or Urethra has appeared upon fearch- 
ing; but upon introducing my Finger up the 
Vagina a Seirrhus of the Uterus and Vagina has 
been difcoved, from whence arife thofe affections 


of 
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of the Bladder froma confent of parts. But 
in thefe Cafes there was no flimy Sediment in 
the Urine ; which, when the Kidneys are much 
affeted, is generally very glutinous, and 
remarkably great in Quantity. 

TuouGuH Ihave obferved that fome of the 
Complaints which are attendant upon a Stone 
in the Bladder are fimilar to thofe that are 
produced from many other Caufes, yet I 
think there are certain Symptoms which are 
peculiar to the Stone. Thefe are an inclination 
to go to Stool, attended with a baring down 
of the Reéfum whenever the Patient Uses, an 
incapacity of riding on Horfeback, or in a 
Carriage upon rugged roads, without greatly 
ageravating the ufual Symptoms, and fome- 
times bringing on an evacuation of bloody 
Urine; which circumftances when joined to 
an encreafed Pain in voiding the laft Drops of 
Urine, and that Pain is continued to the Glans 
Penis, make it hardly doubtful that the Patient 
has a Stone in the Bladder. But the mof 
certain marks of the Diftemper are the Patients 
being capable of feeling fomething roll about 
jin his Bladder, and of eafing his Pain, or pro- 
moting the evacuation of his Urine by altering 
the Pofition of his Body, or by thrufting his 
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Finger up the Fundament, by which means 
the Stone becomes removed from the Neck 
of the Bladder; which is a very common thing 
with Boys to endeavour at by fianding upon 
their Heads, and by forcibly pulling their 
Yards ; by which means the Prepuce in them 
almoft always becomes confiderably elongated 
and inflamed. 

Txus much I thought not improper to fay 
upon this Subject before I proceeded to an ac- 
count of the three following Cafes, as it might 
poffibly give {ome Information to the younger 
Surgeons, for whom thefe Papers are intended, 
and probably may prevent them from giving 
too pofitive an Opinion in Difeafes of this kind, 
before they have fufficiently fatished them- 
felves of the Fats by a previous Examination 
of the Parts, which I would always recommend 
to be done, left they fall into an Error of 
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A fingular Cafe of the Stone. 


T is a Maxim laid down by the moft ex- 

perienced Writers in Surgery, that when a 
Stone, taken out of the Bladder, is found to 
be rough on its Surface, it amounts to a 
Proof of there being no other remaining 
behind. But notwithftanding it is confirmed 
by Experience, that this Obfervation is gene- 
rally well grounded, yet there are Inftances 


which prove this Rule to be. not altogether 


without exception. 

For which reafon it is advifeable not to 
be determined abfolutely from appearances 
only, but to be farther fatisfied during the 
Operation, by introducing the Fore-finger, or 
a Female Catheter, through the Wound into 
the Bladder; which may always be done with- 
out giving much Pain to the Patient, or any 
great trouble to the Operator ; and is doubtlefs 
the beft way of being fatisfied in a fat of 


fo great Importance. 
ae 


ary 


218 


Cases i SuRGERY. 
Since I have had the Opportunities. of | 
making the two following Obfervations, I 
can't help conjecturing, that there have been — 
fome Inftances of a Stone, or Stones, being left 
behind in the Bladder, merely from having too 
great a Confidence in this general Rule at the » 
time of Operating; which Opinion I am led 
into, from having fometimes known Patients 
relapfe into the fame Diforder, in a few — 
Months or Weeks after the healing of their 
Wounds, and to require a fecond Operation: 
When the Stone, upon being extracted, has ~ 
appeared of fo confiderable a Size, as to make 
it probable that it. muft have been of much 
longer growth than the fhort time between 
the two Operations could admit of. 
In. Offober.1753, I.cut a Boy of 14 Years — 
of Age, from whom I extracted a rough Stone 
of the Size of a Pigeon’s Egg. After which, I 
introduced my Fore-finger through.the Wound © 
into the Bladder, and difcovered a fecond 


rough Stone nearly of the Size with the 


former, which I likewife extracted, and the 
Patient recovered without any Occurrences 
worthy of communication. 


RE- | 
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REMARK, 

\ In afew Days after the Operation, it com- 
monly happens that fome of the Urine pafles 
through the Urethra, and continues to do {0 
without interruption, till the whole of it finds 
its way through this Channel, and till the 
Wound is healed; but I have fometimes ob- 
ferved, that at the end of feveral Weeks, the 
Urine ftill continues to flow in great Quantities 
through the Wound, and endangers a Fiftula, 
or at leaft greatly retards the healing of the 
Wound. In fuch cafes, I have often introduced 
a Bougie through the Urethra into the Bladder, 
with advantage. This, by equally diftending 
the Paflage, and preffing upon the internal part 
of the Wound, has in a few Days diverted the 
Courfe of the Urine, and difpofed the Parts to 
heal more evenly and expeditioufly than they 
otherwife would have done. MDOT: 


N.B. The Reafon that induced me to be 
particularly circum{pe@ in the Cafe I have jut 


now fpoken of, arofe from the following Ac. 


cident. 
In December 1752, I faw ten rough Stones 
prefented to the Royal Society, which were taken 


out 
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out of the Bladder of an old Man; the largeft | 
of which weighed eight Ounces and an half, 
the others were fmall; thefe Stones were taken 
out of the Bladder after the Patient’s Death. 

SINCE then it appears, from the preceding 
Accounts, that two Inftances have occurred in 
fo {hort a time, which prove Exceptions to the 
general Rule laid down by almoft all Writers, 
I was induced to offer thefe Hiftories to prove 
the poffibility of the like Phenomenon happen- 


Ing again. 
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Of a piece of Bone, together with a Stone in the 
Bladder, fuccefsfully extratted. Inferted in 
the Philofophical Tranfactions, printed Anno 
1753 

HE Stone in the Bladder is a Difeafe com- 

-mon to both Sexes, and the Symptoms — 
and Circumftances attending it, are in general 
fo much alike and fo well known, as to render 
few Cafes of this kind worthy of particular 
notice; but as the following is attended with 


a very fingular, and perhaps  unparallelled 
_ Cir- 
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Circumftance, I am induced, merely on_ this 
account, to give a fhort Hiftory of the follow- 
ang adtiy: yr 


M. E, aged 48, (in all other refpe@s an 
healthy Woman) had been affliéted with the 
Symptoms of the Stone in the Bladder for 
about two Years, for which the put herfelf 
under my Care. After having prepared her 
in the ufual manner, I proceeded to the Ope- 
ration, but ina Method fomewhat different 
from that generally practifed, which is effe@ed 
merely by a forcible Dilatation, and confequent 
Laceration of the Urethra; but having almoft 
always obferved an Incontinence of Urine, in 
confequence of this Method of Operating, for 
this reafon, and from the Succefs which I had 
fome time ago met with in the Cafe of 
M. B. mentioned hereafter, from whom I 
had extracted an Excrefcence that was growin g 
on the Infide of the Bladder; I differed from 


the ufual Method of Operating, and cut the 


Urethra obliquely upwards on the right Side 
to about half its length, which I eafily ef 
fected by introducing a fmall Knife into the 
Groove of the Staff, and found very little force 
tequifite to. the Introduction of the Gorget and 
| F orceps 
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Forceps into the Bladder, and in the Extrac- . 
tion of the Stone and piece of Bone. 

Upon laying hold of the Stone, it broke, fo 
that only a part of it, of the fize a Pigeon’s 
Egg, was extracted upon the firft Introduétion 
of the Forceps into the Bladder; upon intro-_ 
ducing the Forceps a fecond time, I extracted 
a ragged and irregular piece of Bone, weighing 
fixteen Grains, which I have now in my 
Cuftody. 

Brrore the Bone was wathed and cleanfed, 
its Cavities appear'd filled, and covered with a 
Mixture of hairy and ftony Particles; from 
whence I conjecture, that the bit of Bone 
probably was the Nucleus of the Stone. 

Noruine remarkable occurred during the 
Cure, but that the Patient ever fince the fe- 
cond Day after the Operation, was capable of 
retaining her Urine, and recovered perfectly” 
in lefs than three Weeks after the Operation 
was performed. 

Since the Performance of the preceding 
Operations, I have always followed the fame~ 
Method of dividing a part of the Urethra’ 
in Females, previous to the Introduétion of 
the Gorget, Sc. and ‘have found it’ to be 
much more eafy to the Patient, lefs troublefome © 

His x 
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to the Operator, and more fuccefsful than 
when performed by a forcible Dilatation of 
the Urethra without Incifion. 


CAS E XXXVI. 


Al remarkable inftance of four Rough Stones 
that were difcovered in an human Urinary 
Bladder contrary to the received Opinion ; and 

 fucefsfully extracted from thence by the lateral 
Method of cutting for the Stone. Communicated 
to the Royal Society and inferted in their 
Tranfattions for the Year 1759. 


AHE favourable Reception thofe few 
& Papers have met with from the Royal 


Society, which I have done myfelf the Honour 
of addreffing to them, encourages me to take 
the liberty of offering the following Account 
to their Confideration; and I am the more 


immediately induced to fubmit this Paper to: 
_their perufal, as the Faé&t hereafter related can 


not be confidered as a matter of mere Curiofity: 
Since it is probable, that the Inferences deduced 
from the Hiftory of the fubfequent Cafe, 

4 when 
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when properly attended to, may prove of ‘the 

greateft Confequence to the future Eafe and 

Health of fuch unhappy .Patients as labour 

under the like Misfortune, as well as be a 

means of preventing the Operator from fall- 

ing into fuch an Error as cannot fail of draw 
ing an Imputation upon his Character in the 
Praétice of one of the moft capital, and dif- 

ficult Undertakings in his Profeffion. 

_ Ir is a Maxim layed down by the moft judi- 

cious and beft received Writers upon Opera- 

tions in Surgery, that when the Surface of 
a Stone, which has been extraéted from the 

Bladder, appears to be totally Rough, it amounts 

to a Proof that there is no other Stone dc- 

companying it: But notwithftanding I admit 

it is from Experience found, that this Obfer- 

vation is in general well grounded, it will 

neverthelefs appear from the following Cafe 

that this Rule is not unacceptionable: For 

which reafon it muft doubtlefs be thought 

right that we fhould not be determined from 

Circumitances only; but on the contrary, 
that it is neceflary for every Surgeon to take 

fuch Methods during the Operation, as will 

enable him to judge with that degree of cer 

| tainty, 
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tainty, without which he cannot be ennabled 

to do. | s | 
. Tue Methods I. would recommend “are 
thefe, that after the Extraction of a Stone from 
the Bladder, though the whole of its Surface 
be Rough, the Operator fhould neverthelets 
introduce the Fore-finger of his left or right 
Hand through the Wound into the Cavity of 
the Bladder ; by which means, if the Subject 
be under 12 or 14 Years of age, he will be 
ennabled to come in conta@ with every in- 
ternal part of the Bladder; but if the Subject 
be an Adult, and of a corpulent Habit of Body, 
the F inger under thefe Circumftances not being 
found fufhiciently long for that purpofe, he 
muft have recourfe to the ufe of aF emale 
Catheter; or fome other Inftrument that jg 
nearly ftraight, quite {mooth, and polithed, 
and of about nine or ten Inches lone, which 
will ferve the purpofe equally well, if of 

a proper form and thickness. : 
THis is the Method I have of late Years 
always made ufe of upon the like occafions, 
without giving any great Pain to the Patient, 

or confiderably retarding the Operation. 
_ Since I have had an opportunity of making 
the following Obfervation, as well as a prior 
Q.. Obfervation 
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Obfervation fomething fimilar to this, where 
two rough Stones were extracted by me a 
few Years ago from a ‘young Man’s Bladder 
of 15 Years of age (and which it may be ré- 
membered I have ftated in a preceding Cafe) 
I cannot help fufpeGting that there may have 
been Inftances of one or more Stones being left 
behind in the Bladder at the time of operating, 
merely from the Operator’s putting too great 
a Confidence in this general Rule: Which 
Sufpicion I am led into, from having known 
People who have undergone the Operation of 
Cutting for the Stone, relapfe into the fame | 
Diforder in a fhort time after the healing of 
their Wounds; attended with fuch Symptoms. : 
as have obliged them to fubmit to a fecond 
Operation: When the Stone upon being ex- 
tracted has appeared of fo confiderable a Size’ 
as to render it at leaft very fufpicious, that 
this Stone muft probably have been of: a 
much longer growth than the fhort time bes! 
twixt the two Operations could admit of. . 4 
"Tue Maxim layed down to us by Authors 
of a fmooth and polifhed Stone in the Bladder’ | 
being never there alone, but always accom- 
panied: with one or more Stones of the fame fF 
tia I know no exception to; but if this 
€ Phenome- 
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Phenomenon fhould. ever occur, the ftriG 
obfervance of that Rule delivered to. us by 
judicious Writers in Surgery of always fearch- 
ing the Bladder under the like appearances, 
on prefumption of one or more Stones being 
left behind, cannot be accompanied with any 
future mifchief to the Patient, when cautioufly 
executed by the Methods recommended above, 
and fhould undoubtedly be always attended 
to. The {mooth and polithed appearances: of 
the Surfaces of human Calculf are univertally 
fuppofed to arife from their tubbing againft 
each other, whilt they are confined in the 
Bladder, which may with reafon be fuppofed 
to be the Cafe; but I confefs this Inference 
is not quite fatisfactory to me, fince it is pro- 
babable, if this was the fole Caufe of their 
Smoothnefs, the fame Effeé&t would always 
be produced when attended with the fame 
degree of FriGion; but as this may be con- 
fidered as a matter of mere Suggetticn, I refer 
the Decifion of the Point to thofe of nicer 
Speculation, it being quite fufficient for Prac- 
titioners. to advance matters of Faé, 
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GR. WW. a Gentleman Farmer of a 
corpulent Habit of Body, in the 46th 
Yéar of his age, now living in the Parifh of 
Udimore within three Miles of Rye in Suffex, : 
was attacked about eight Years ago with 
fevere Complaints in his Loins, accompanied — 
with an incapacity of voiding his Urine without 
the affiftance of proper Medicines, which were | 
adminiftered to him by a neighbouring Apothe- 
cary for that purpofe. 

Tuese Medicines had the defired. Bffeet. 

They promoted a‘fecretion, and an evacuation 
of Urine; the Urine was loaded with a confi- 
derable Quantity of gravelly Particles mixt with — 
Mucus of a whitifh Colour. In the fpace of 
three Weeks he had perfectly recovered from . 
this Attack, and continued well for near five 
Years afterwards without any return of his 
Complaint, except when he rode hard on 
Horfe-back, or drank more freely of ftrong 
Liquors than ufual. At the expiration of five 
Years, he was (eized with an acute Fever, of 


5 : ; which 
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Which he recovered in a few Weeks. Very 


- foon after his Recovery from this IInefs, he 


began to complain of exceffive Pain in voiding 


his Urine, or upon going to Stool; thefe 


Symptoms were {fo _ greatly encreafed. for 
many Months before he fubmitted to the 


_ Operation, as to difable him from Riding, 


from Walking, or from ufing any kind of 
Exercife without ageravatine his Complaints : 
His Urine of late was continually and invo- 
luntarily flowing in {mall Quantities from him. 
He complained of great Pain, and forenefS 
in his Fundament, attended with a Tenefinus: 
This Account he delivered to me on the 
fecond Day after the Operation ; and at the 
fame time very feelingly told me, that he had 
enjoyed but few and fhort Intervals of Eafe 
for the three Jaft Years till fince the Operation. 
Having firft prepared him for the Operation 


"in the manner I ufually do upon the like Oc- 
Cafions; that is, by keeping the Patient upon 


an abftemious Diet, a Week or ten Days 


‘before the Operation, by Bleeding if the Pa- 


‘tient be Plethoric, by giving two. or .three 
‘Purges of Oil and Manna at two or three 
Days diftance from each other, and an oily 


purging Clyfter the Night preceding the 


Q 3 Opera~ 
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Operation, or very early on the fame Morning 
of the Operation, On the 30th of Sanuary 
1755 I cut him at his own Houfe in Sufex, 
and.extracted from his Bladder the four rough 
Stones which IT have now the Honour of ex- 


hibiting to the Royal Society: And which, at 


your Requeft, I have caufed to be Engraved, 
that this Memoir might be made more com- 
plete and ufeful than it otherwife would 
have been. ‘The Surfaces of thefe four feveral 
Stones appear to be rough, and have not the 
leaft marks of having rubbed againft each other 
during their Confinement in the Bladder: But 
yet I conjecture this muit have frequently 
been the Cafe, as there was no difficulty in 
embracing thefe Calcul: with the Forceps, for 
had they been contained in different Cells or 
Pouches, as has fometimes been obferved from 
Diffections; this Circumftance, in all proba- 
bility, would have rendered it impracticable 
for me to have fo immediately got at them, 
if at all. ; | 

Tue Forceps was introduced three times 
only into the Bladder for effecting the Extrac- 
tion ef the three firft Stones, and only twice 
for the ExtraGtion of the fourth Stone, befides 


thefe four Stones which I have prefented to 
the 
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| ‘the Society for their InfpeCtion, I thought it 
hot improper to produce at the fame time 
fome other human Calculj for their farther 
Satisfaction; each of which was found fingle 
in the Urinary Bladders of different Subje@s: 
The Surfaces of thefe Stones may be obferved 
to be much fmoother than the Surface of 
either of the four Stones that were extraCted 
from Mr. Ws Bladder in the Operation I have 
juft now recited ; and therefore it was more rea~ 
fonable to expect to find each of thefe Stones 
accompanyed with one or more Stones in the 
fame Bladder (according to the received Opi- 
nion) than it was to find more Stones than 
one inthe Cafe of Mr. W. which has given 
rife to this Obfervation : But as the Faé& before 
us does fufficiently thew the Impropriety and 
Danger of abfolutely determining from: the 
Surfaces of fuch extraneous Bodies, I think it 
neediefs to enlarge upon this Subject, to 
ftrengthen thofe Precautions fo reafonable to 
be attended to in this Operation: However, as 
I have already taken notice of the fmooth 
and polifhed Appearances of the Surfaces of 
fach Stones as are probably never found fingle 
| da the Bladder, I have produced two Stones of 
i this kind that were extracted from one and the 
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fame Bladder, to fhew that thefe Stones do 
no more refemble thofe Stones of Mr. W. than. 
a piece..of polifhed Marble can be faid ‘to. 
refemble a rough Block of the fame Species. 

Mr. W’s Wound was healed in feven Weeks: 
after, the Operation; ever fince that time he 
has continued perfectly well. 


REMARK. 


In the performance of the Operation upon . 
Males for extracting the Stone out of the Blad- 
der by the lateral. Method of cutting, it has 
generally been advanced in favour of this Prac- — 
tice, that. the lateral Method:is preferable to that 
diftinguifhed by the name of the Old way, or 
Marianus’s, on account. of the Incifion being 
made near to the beginning of the. Urethra, or 
Neck of the Bladder; by which means the 
Forceps, when introduced into the Bladder, is 
more eafily and freely managed; and the 
Force requifite for the ExtraCtion of the Stone 
is. lefs violent, from the Refiftance being 
diminifhed in proportion to the fize of the 
Wound, and opennefs of the Paflage: And again, 
that all Wounds which are made with a tharp 
Inftrument, are lefs, dangerous in themfelves, — 
and more eafily cured, than fuch as are made 


by 
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by force, and laceration; for thefe approved 
Keafons it was fuppofed by Mr. Chefelden, 
when he firft attempted to put this Method in 
practice, that if the Wound could be made 
ftill lower down, on the other fide of the 
Proflate Gland, into the Bladder itfelf, there 
would ftill be lefs Violence required in the 
extraction of the Stone or Stones, and the 
Operation might be more readily executed ; 
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which he contrived to do, by firtt injecting 


the Bladder with Water; and his Expedtations® 


were fully anfwered in thefe particulars; but 
after having tried this Method upon ten Pa- 
tients, who, for fome Days after the Opera- 
tions, feemed out of danger, he found the 
Urine which came out of the Bladder, by con- 
tinually lodging upon the cellular Membrane 
en the outfide of the Reétum, rade feetid 
Ulcers, attended with a vat difcharge of ‘ftink- 
Ing Matter; and from this Caufe, Mr. Chefelden 
fays, he loft four Patients out of ten. For thefe 
Reafons, he difcarded the’ ufe of Injections, 
and purfued that Method which is now fol- 
lowed in our Hofpitals; and for which we 
are altogether indebted to the Ingenuity and 
Labours of this great Man, ‘ 


SINCE 
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Since Mr. Chefelden’s time there have been — 
various Inftruments invented and employed to 
the fame purpofes he intended: The Inftru- 
ment.which Ihave a few times made ufe of 
is the Gorget that is made to cut with its right 
Side or Edge. | 

In thofe Trials which I have made with 
this Inftrument, I found it very well anfwered 
the Defign of dividing the Profate Gland and 
Neck of the Bladder,.and I thought the Ex- 
traction of the Stones was made more eafy by 
thefe means ; but in two Subjects amonegft the 
few, upon whom I ufed the cutting Gorget, 
Yat length difcovered that the Urine did not 
efcape fo readily out of the Wound as could 
have been wifhed; and at the end of about 
fixteen or feventeen Days I obferved the Lnte/- 
finum ReGium was in part deftroyed in both 
thefe Inflances ; that a part of the Excrement 
began to pais through the Wound, and the 
Urine which difcharged itfelf into the Rectum 
from the Communication that was now formed 
betwixt the Bladder and Gut produced almoft 
conftant Gripings, a. Diarrbea, and a con- 
fiderable wafting of the whole Body; how- 
eyer, both thefe Patients. perfectly recovered, 
but their Wounds were Line healed for fome 

Months 
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Months afterwards, and that with a great 
deal of Difficulty: From hence I judged that 
although this might juftly be confidered as a 
very ingenious Contrivance, and undoubtedly 
an ufeful Inftrument fo far as related to the 
Enlargement of the internal Extent of the 
Incifion, yet the Inconveniencies following this 
Method were fuch as have prejudiced me in 
disfavour of the farther ufe of 1t; and if I mit 
take not, the Knife alone can always be ufed to 


foflicient Advantage, with which the Incifion 


may be made large enough and low enough 
to admit of the ExtraCtion of a Stone of ten or 
eleven Ounces weight, which are very uncom- 
mon Sizes, and fuch as have not happened 
to me to fee more than two or three Inftances 
of in the courfe of twenty Years Experience in 
an Hofpital. Thefe Operations required no 
other Inftrument than the Knife for making 
the Incifions: However, I own it is poffible 
that the Inconveniencies I have attributed to 
the cutting Gorget may not have happened to 
others, and that they might even not have 
happened in either of the two Cafes I have 
taken the liberty of mentioning, had not the 


Patients been neceflarily confined to their Beds: 


for more than a Fortnight after the Operation 5 
ee - fince 
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fince if it had been in their Power to have fet 
upright the Wound would have become de- 
pending, ‘and the Urine of courfe have been 
more readily difcharged than it could be when 
lying 1 in Bed. | 

Bur notwithftanding I have Gbjetted to the 
ufe of the cutting Gorget in the Operation for the i 
Stone upon Males, I am very certain from thofe ? | 
Trials aE have made with in -F ‘emales, this Ine 
ftrument will be found ufeful and advantageous 
to divide the Urethra with, previous to the 
Extraction of the Stone in that Sex, efpecially 
when the Stone proves to be large; but even 
in this Operation, I muft own, from the feve- 
ral Experiments which I have made with the 
cutt ting Gorget, T think a fmall incifion Knife 
is a more manageable, as well: as a -lefs. pain- — 4 
fal Inftrument than the cutting Gorget for this 
" purpofe, as there. is no neceflity for dividing — 
the whole length of the Urethra, but only the 
extremity of it, through the Corpus Glandofum 
Urethre, which is naturally more contracted 
than any other part of this Paflage that is higher 
up, Or. nearer to the Neck of the Bladder, i 
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CASE XXXVIII. 


Of a Retention of Urine occafioned by the Size 
of the Hymen. 


T has been obferved by many Writers, that 
a f{traitened Prepuce in Males penetrated 
by fo fmall a Hole, as to prevent a free Dif 
charge of the Urine, conveyed in a full Stream 


through the Urethra, is often productive of © 


fuch Symptoms as are fimilar to thofe ari- 
fing froma Stone in the Bladder; which are 
probably occafioned by a Diftention of the 
Prepuce, and an Irritation of its internal Part, 
and the Glans. ‘The removal of thefe Com- 
plaints depends upon a longitudinal Divifion 
of the Prepuce, or Circumcifion, by which 
means a free Iffue is procured to the Urine. 
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But I don’t remember to have read any Obfer- . 


vation of a Difeafe of the like kind happening 


to Females, and producing the fame Symp- - 


toms, from a preternatural Formation of their 
Parts. 


In the Year 1740, I was confulted in the 
Cale of a little Girl about three Years old, 


whe 
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who had laboured under fuch. violent Symp=, 
toms in voiding her Urine ever fince her birth,, 
as to make it fufpected by her Phyfician, that. 
fhe had a Stone in ber Bladder. Upon en- 
quiry, Iwas informed that her Urine came: 
away by Drops, that fhe was inclined to put. 
her Hand to the Pudendum when fhe made. 
Water, and that fhe could. not help: crying,, 
and ftamping with her Feet, merely from 
the Pain. Thefe Symptoms fo nearly. refeme-, 
bled thofe of the Stone, that. I. thought proper 
to propofe the pafling a Staff into the Bladder, 
that we might be fatisfied whether there was 
a Stone, or any other Difeafe of the Urethra, 
or Bladder ; but upon endeavouring to. doit 
T obferved the Urethra was at leaft half covered’ 
over with a continuation of the Hymen, which 
appeared imperforated ; for this reafon, I could. 
with difficulty execute my Defign. However: 
I effeted the Introduction of the Inftrument 
into the Bladder, without ufing. much Vio- 
ence, but there was no: Stone, or any other: 
preternatural appearance to be felt in that, or, 
its Pafiage. Seeing this, I gave my. Opinion 
that the Difficulties and Pains which arofe m 
difcharging the Urine, probably proceeded from 
the Size and Situation of this Membrane; 
| which 
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which I recommended as neceflary to be di- 
vided. ‘The Operation was complied with ; 
and I accordingly proceeded in the following 
manner. The Infant being placed upon her 
Back, and properly confined upon a Table 
of a convenient height, in the fame manner 
as is done in the Operation for the Stone; I 
divided the Membrane with a fmal! Knife, by 
making a longitudinal Incifion, and the Patient 


was cured in a few Days, by anointing the: 
Parts with Sweet-Oil, aie with an emollient 


Fomentation. 
REMARK 


Ir the Circumftances of a Difficulty in making 
Water had not occurred, fo as to have made 
it neceflary for the Parents to feek for Relief 
during this Infant fate, it muft have happened 
that/at the time of Puberty, the Menfes could 
not have been voided, fo that the Surgeon 
muft have been then obliged to have divided 
this Membrane, to have given iffue to what 
muft have been otherwife confined ; as has 
been known to have been fometimes the Cafe, 


where this Membrane has been found imper~. 


forated in Adultnelfs. 


CASE 
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Of an Amputation of the Penis. 


T. C, aged 63, about four Months ago per- 

* ceived a {mall Pimple to arife upon the 
Glans Penis, which. continued without’ Pain 
for fix Weeks. At the end of which time 
it grew painful, and increafed in fize, which 
obliged him to apply to a neighbouring Sur- 
geon for Relief. The firft Applications made 
ufe of to the Part, were emollient Cataplafins, 
which were continued for a Fortnight, but 
without any other Effect than keeping the Part 
eafy, and preventing an increafe of the Symp- 
toms. Seeing this, he was induced to apply 
a Cauflic to the Excrefcence, which brought 
on exceffive Pain, and produced an Ulcera- 
tion; and from that time the Tumour Peat 
to grow confiderably worte. 

On the 3d of Augufl 1749, he was. ad- 
mitted into the Hofpital. Upon Examination 
the whole Penis was found cancerous, and 


confiderably enlarged to within about an Inch 
and 
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and a half of the Abdomen, attended with ex- 
-ceflive Pain. 

Ir had for the laf ae Weeks difcharged 
fo greatly, as to weaken him confiderably. 
and had bled at times, but not very profufely. 
On the 7th Inftant it was amputated near 
the Abdomen, in the following manner. 

A TOURNIQUET was applied on the Pen/s, 
as near the dbdomen as poflible, and an Inci- 
fion was made firtt through the Integuments 
only, which were drawn back, and then a 
fecond Incifion was made as near as poflible 
to the Integuments t through the Cy ‘pora caver- 
nofa; there was no Inftrument introduced into 
the Urethra, nor was there much cifficulty j in 
ftopping the Hemorrhage, which was effected 
by the Needle and Ligature. 

A rew Hours after the Operation, he urin’d 
freely, and from this time continued to goon 
very well till he recovered. But in a few 
Months afterwards he relapfed into the fame 
Diforder, and died. ; 

A SIMILAR Cafe to this is mentioned by 
Ruyfch in his 30th Obdfervation ; but there the 
Operation is deferibed as being performed in 
a very different manner, as follows: A Catheter 


was introduced through the Urerbra into the 
R. Bladder, 
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Bladder, and confined by a proper Ligature 
from flipping out; after this, a Ligature was — 
mace very tight-upon the Pens above the dif- 
eaied Part; the next Day, a fecond Ligature 
was appiied upon the firft, and in five Days 


_after, the Penis was amputated with a Knife 
in the fame Part, which had been almoft wore 
through by the Ligatures. 


Tis Method was made ufe of, in order 


to prevent an Hemorrhage; for he obferves, 


that by this means, the Part became almoft 
mortified off, and no bleeding enfued.. But 
as this Method muft be infinitely more pain- 
ful than what attends the Operation, when. 


performed, by Incifion only, I think there can 
be no, doubt which of .the two is preferable. 


Ruyfch obferves, that the Patient did well, 


_and continued fo, He fays, that part of the 
Penis which was left behind drew quite back 


into, the Abdomen, fo that he was obliged to 


make: ufe. of an.ivory Pipe, which was, occa- 


fionally introduced through the Urethra into 
the Biadder, to prevent the Inconvenience of 
being wetted by the Urine. 


Re- 
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Ir is worth obferving, what different Ef- 
“fects were produced by the Emollient and 
Cauftic Applications in the preceding Cale, 
The firft it appears, kept the Parts eafy, and 
prevented the Difeafe from increafing, though 
it had no farther tendency to the Cure of the 
Wound. But the latter, which was painful, 
immediately aggravated the Symptoms, and 
confiderably increafed the Inflammation and 
Ulceration, This Cafe is one of the many, 
which fhews the Impropriety of all painful Ap-~ 
plications to Ulcers that are attended with the 
like Malignancy; and at the fame time the 
great Advantages of fuch as are emollient and 
relaxing. 

From the Event of Ruy/ch’s Cafe, we may 
learn the poffibility of Succefs after the like 
Operation; though it muft be acknowledged, 
that the Inftances are rare where the Patient 
does not relapte : into ui fame Difeafe. 
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Of the good Effect of medicated Bougies, int 
Difeafes of the Penis and Scrotum. 


P. E. in Augufl, 1731, contracted a Clap, 

which he neglected till the March fol- 
lowing, when there appeared a Swelling in 
the Scrotum, which fuppurated, and was 
opened by Incifion. . He was at the fame time 
put under a Courfe of Phyfic; but notwith- 
{tanding this Treatment, foon afterwards there 
appeared a fecond Swelling on the Scrotum, 
which fuppurated, and was likewife opened 5: 
his, Urine iffued through the Wound, and 
continued 'to do. fo for four ney when the 


Wound healed up. 


Tuere was a purulent Difcharge from the’ 
Penis the whole: time, attended with frequent! 
Inclinations to Urine, which came away fome-/ 
tumes by Drops, at other times in a {mall twifted- 
Stream tinged with Blood, and attended with ex- 
ceflive Pain. The Patient remained pretty nearly 


in this State, till Auguff 1747; when he per= 


ceived a Swelling to arife in Perineo: This 
; obliged 
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obliged him to apply for further Advice. The 
Tumour fuppurated, and was opened by Tn- 
cifion, and the Patient was falivated. But 
notwithftanding all proper Care having being 
taken of the Wound, it remained fittulous: 
He was admitted into the Hofpital, the firtt 
of December 1748. Upon Examination, I 
difcovered two Fiftulas in Peringeo, and two 
more in the Scrotum, through which the 
greateft part of the Patient’s Urine’ was’ dit 
charged. The! Scrotum was’ enlarged to’ four 
times its natural fize, and appeared anafarcous. 


Tue whole Penis was diftorted, and its {n-' 


teguments extremely thickened. Upon intro- 
ducing a Probe into the Urethra, I difcovered 


an» ObftruGtion about an Inch and a half dif 
tant: from its hither Extremity, which I: could 


not: break through. The Day following se | 


introduced a medicated Candle, which was kop 


for fome Hours in contact with the Objtruc- 


tion; it produced a confiderable Difcharge of. 
Matter ;, the Bougie was continued for fome 
Hours every Day for: about a Week, when’ 
the Obftruction gave way. A littie farther up’ 


the, Urethra, there was a fecond Obftruaion, 
this .was removed. in\.a.few Days by the 
fame means; After having farmounted thefe 
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two Difficulties, I met with a third near the en 


trance into the Bladder. This Obftru@ion in ten 


or twelve Days was removed by the fame Appli- 
cation ; fo that I could now introduce a {mall 
Bougie quite into the Bladder. ‘The Bougies 
firft ufed were very fmall, not larger than a 
common knitting Needle ; but their Sizes were 
gradually encreafed, till 1 could eafly intro- 
duce thofe of the Size of a Goofe-quill. 
From the time the Bougie was intreduced 
into the Bladder the Fiftulas grew better, the 
Tumour of the Scrotum gradually fubfided, 
and® in about five Months the Patient was 


perfetly cured, the Parts appearing in their — 


natural State. The Swelling of the Scrotum 
was formed in confequence of the Urine having 
infinuated itfelf into the cellular Membrane of 
that part. Ifaw the Patient at the end of fe- 


feétly well, and had not perceived the leaft re= 


turn of his former Diforder. Before he left the 


veral Years after his Cure, he was then per- | 


Hofpital he could Urine in as full and large a 
Stream as though he had never been difeafed, 


and was well in every other refpect. 
Tur Inference I would draw from the pre- 


ceding Cafe is to prove the great ufefulnefs of — 


and 
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and at the fame time to thew, that it is un- 
doubtedly certain that whatever Applications will 
produce a Difcharge, and gradual Diftention of 
the Part, mutt probably be attended, with nearly 
the fame Succefs, if continued a proper. time. 
_ The Compofition of the Bougies made ufe of 
jn this extraordinary Cafe, was, one Ounce of 
old Diachylon, and two Drachms of Mucilage 
Plaifter, flowly melted together; to which 
was added a Drachm and. half of white Pre- 
cipitate, which being furred together, and af- 
terwards (pread upon Rag, -was cut into. flips, 
and rolled up in a conical. Form for ule. | 

[nave feveral times fince then made ufeof the 
Biba Plaifter, with an addition of one Drachma 
and half, or two Drachms of Celmel, or red 
Precipitate finely levigated and firred into. it, 
in a variety of Cafes eer equal benefit; and 
could never. difcover any material Difference, 
either in their Efficacy, or manner of Ope- 
rating. 
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Ceo LL. 
Of the Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis. 


HE Tefticles are each of them imme- 
diately and feparately invefted with. 


a ftrong and fenfible Membrane, which from) 


its. Colour is called by Anatomifts. the Tunica- 
4Albuginea, ‘Thefe Coats adhere | fo firmly to — 
the Tefticles, that they cannot eafily be parted. ! 


from them. 


Rom the Diftention and Tete oa of . 
the Zunica Albuginea, it. is probable, that the | 
principal. part of the Pain. proceeds. in. an.) . 


Enlar rgement of thefe Glands in an acute Dif . 


eale, ora {chirrous State of them. 


a 


NEXT to and immediately above the, Tunica, : 


ik 


Albuginea, is fituated a {mall Bag called the. 
Tunica Vaginalis, which in Infancy communi+¢s 


cates with the Cavity of the Abdomen :, But. in. 
Adults, the Cavity of the Tunica Vaginalis is..4 
divided from the Cavi ity. of the Abdomen by thes 


Adhefion_ ‘of the internal Lamella, of the Tx- 
nica Vaginalis to the fpermatic Chord, below 
the Periorations of the Abdominal Mutcles, 


which 7 


eee 


os 
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which by this means forms a Septum, unlefs that 
Septum be deftroyed in confequence of an Hernia 
Scrotalis, as is fometimes known to happen. 

Tue Tunica Vaginalis loofely invefts, and 
contains the Tunica Albuginea and Tetticle ; 
and is a Procefs of the Peritoneum. 

Tue internal Surface of the Tunica Vagi- 


nalis is naturally f{mooth, and together with 
the external fmooth Surface of the Tunica 


Albuginea is moiftened, and lubricated with 
a lymphatic Fluid. This Moitture ferves to 


facilitate their Mctions, and prevents their 


adhering together. In a found State of the 
Vefiels, the Liquor of the Tunica Vaginalis is 


fov{mall in Quantity, as, in general, to have 


_the appearance only of befmearing the Surfaces 


of both thefe Coats; but in a difeafed State - 
of the Vefiels proceeding either from a preter- _ 


natural Relaxation, or Rupture of the Vafa CX 


halaniia of the Tunica Vaginalis, or from an in- 


ability of the Va/a inbalantia or Abforbentia to 
perform their uftial Functions, or perhaps from 


both thefe Caufes, this Fluid becomes gradually. 
accumulated in fuch confiderable Quantities as 


in fome inftances to amount to feveral Pounds. 
weight; which, by diftending this Coat, the 


pin flefhy Coat lying immediately upon it 
(called 
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(called’ by <Anatomifts: the Cremajrer Mutfcley 
together with the Scrotum, forms a confiderable 
Tumour, or Enlargement, known by the terms - 
Hydrocele and fibent Aquofa. | 

In order to: enable PraCtitioners to diftingoith ¢ 
this kind of Difeafe from any other Tumour 
to which the Coats of the Tefticles, or the 
Tefticles. themfelves are liable, Authors of the 
greateft Reputation have defcribed:a few par- ¥ 
ticular Symptoms (amongft many others) which — 
they have fuppofed to be certain Marks of this 
Diftemper; to wit, the Tran{parency of the 
Tumour, and the freedom from Pain in the 
beginning of this Complaint, or before the 
Swelling has arrived to any confiderable Size; 
and even at the time when the Tumour is 
become exceedingly large: But though it muft 
be allowed, that thefe are fome of the moft 
certain Indications that can be preferibed for 
forming:a true Judgment of the Nature of the 
Difeafe, they are by no means infallible ones 3 
there being in Nature fuch confiderable Jntefinal 
Hernias, and. Enlargements of. the Tefticles 
theméelves as do exaétly.correfpond in their prin-” 
cipal: Symptoms with: thofe attendant upon an 
Hydrocele, ov Hernia Aquofa; to wit, in Form, 
Size, Tranfparency and Exemption from Painy: 


EFe. 
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&c. an inftance of which laf Difeafe I have 


lately had under my Care, where the Tumour . 


of the Tefticle was large, fmooth, uniformly 
diftended, elaftic and terminated a little before 
its arrival at the Aédomen. The Patient had 
no Pain in the Part, nor had he any other 
inconvenience arifing from the Swelling, but 
that proceeding from its Size and Weight upon 
ufing much Exercife. -The Man was of a 


good Habit of Body, and free from an eh other 


Difeafe. 

Upon holding alighted Candle on one fide 
of the Seretum in a dark place, and looking at 
the Tumour on the other fide, a perfe@ Tran- 
{parency was perceptible. From thefe appear- 
ances’ fo’ common in an Aydrocele of the Tu- 
nica Vaginalis, where the Difeafe is not ac- 
companied’ with a preternatural thicknefs of 
the Coats, or a Turbidnefs of the contained 
Fluid; it would have been an eaty matter to 
have been niiftaken in’ the Nature of this 
Complaint, if upon a careful Examination of 
the Parts, it had not appeared, that’ no Fluc- 
tuation could be difcovered by the Feel; ‘which 
Iam convinced fometimes requires the oreateft 
Aécuracy, and hie Nk to determine abfo- 
eh she ise ; 


However, 
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However, that I might not give a pofitive — 
Opinion of the Nature of the Difeafe, without — 
making a more certain Enquiry; after having — 
for feveral Weeks ufed Fomentations, Mer-_ 
curial. Frictions, and repellent Cataplaims to — 
the part, joined with brifk Purges, which were 
given at proper Intervals, and Emetics too with- 
out any effect, I refolved with the confent of — 
the Patient to punéture the part, which I did_ 
with a Lancet on the bottom of theTumour, — 
but there was not the leaft difcharge of Water,’ 
or any other kind of Fluid from this Aperture’; 
nor was the Confequence of the Pundture any’ 
thing worfe than a flight Inflammation of the: 
Edges of the Wound, which Inflammation was’ 
removed in a few Days by Reft,: and’ the 
Application of emollient Cataplafms. hy 

Tue Patient continued under my InfpeGtion? 
for fome Weeks after thefe feveral Trials had? 
been made to remove the Diforder ; but the% 
‘Tumour remained in the fame ftate. it: waso 
in, when. I firft faw him... Upon. difmiffing 
the, Man I advifed the Application of a Bag-yi 
trufs, with which the Part might. be iis pendades 
and protected from. external Injuries. 

In regard to that Maxim delivered to us, of | 
there being no Pain in the Hydrocele, when the. 

a5 Tumour 
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‘Tumour is in its beginning, and the Coats of 
the Tefticle are not much diftended, though 
Iam convinced from many Obfervations’ that 
this Maxim is generally true, yet I have known 
a few Exceptions to this Rule; and have {een 
inftances, where from the Enlargement which 
has not been great, and the painful Senfations of 
the part (probably arifing from the prefiure 
made againft the Tunica Albuginea and the 
Tefticle itfelf; on account of the Tunica Vali 


ginalis refitting any farther diftention) it has. 
been thought advifeable to extirpate the Tefticle 


on prefumption of that being the part ag- 
grieved; when, upon making an Incific: 


through the Coats of the Tefticle, a quantity of 
Lymph has fuddenly gufhed out, the Tefticle 
has appeared of its natural fize, and Com. 


plexion: and the true Caufe of the Complaint 


has: from! this Accident fhewed it@l& and 
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happily: terminated in an abfolute Cure with- 


outithe removal of the Tefticle. 


«For'thefe’Reafons I would advife a Punc- 


ture’ fhould be made with a Lancet in ‘Tu- 
mours of thefe parts previous to a determination 
upon the Operation of Caftration, where ithe’ 


Difeafe is at all doubtful; which muft ‘often 


be" a ie with thofe Surgeens whofe Ex- 
perience 


cag 


254 


Castes wSuragrry¥, 
perience does not entitle them to Opportunities 
of feeing many Difeafes of this kind ; ‘and this 
Practice, I think, is the more ftrongly to’ be 
recommended, as it is not attended with much 


- Pain, nor can be any impediment to a. pro# 


cedure to Caftration, fhould: that Operation 
afterwards be found necefilary. 

In regard to the Operation of Caftration, 
as'I have nothing particular to fay upon the 
Subject of thofe Difeafes which require the ex- 
tirpation of the Tefticle, but what immediately 
relates to the Operation itfelf, I think it quite 
fufficient to obferve, that in the feveral Subjects 
whom Ihave of late Years caftrated, I have. 
not been under a neceflity of making any 
Ligature upon the Spermatic Chord, not even | 
upon the Spermatic Artery. By Experience, 
Ihave found this precefs of the Operation is 
vinneceflary ; and as it is by much the moft 
painful part of the OP Rees undoubtedly it 
fhould be omitted. 

Tr we ‘reflect upon the fmallnefs of the oil 
meter of the Spermatic Artery, the diftance 
at which it arifes from the Tefticle (in generah 
from the orta defcendens inferior a ‘\ntle. 
below the Reval or Emulgent Artery, but fome- 
times from the Hmulgent Artery itfelf) we’ 
| mutt. 
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muft neceflarily conclude that in a natural 
fiate of this Veflel, the quantity of Blood which 


is conveyed to the Tefticle in a thort time can. 


be but fmall; and therefore the rifque of di- 
viding the _Spermatic Chord, (without firtt 
having tied it with a double Ligature which 
is the common. fevere praGice) can be none 
at all, even fuppofing it thould afterwards be 
thought, neceflary to tye the Spermatic Artery, 
which is the only part of the Chord that can 
at any time require this Method of treatment; 
and this may juit as eafily be effeted, and-with 
as little hazard.as the tying an Artery of a 
~~ after the Amputation. of that. part; 


which no Surgeon thinks of doing till the 


Finger is removed from the Hand. 

Arp it be faid that. the Spermatic Veftels.in 
a difeafed State of thefe. Parts are fometimes 
greatly enlarged, and. therefore upon a divifion 
of them the Hemorrhage mut be greater than it 
would be in a natural ftate of the Spermatic 
Chord ;)in anfwer to this, I reply, that under 


thefe Circumftances, the Operation fhould never. 
be undertaken ; that Argument therefore will 


in courfe be of no weight. avery = 
_, Tue. only Method I have of late Years 
made ule. of for. ftaunching the Blood after 
) | | the 
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the Extirpation of the Tefticle is by making a 


gentle Compreffion of the Veffels for a few 


Minutes betwixt my Thumb and Fore-finger ; 
afterwards the Application of a bit of Lint to. 
the Mouths of the Veffels has effectually an- 
{wered the Intention, without giving the leaft 
degree of Pain, which fhould’ be avoided as 
much as poffible in this, and every other 
Operation in Surgery, where itecan be done 
with fafety. The Artery of the Septum Scrotz, 
as well as thofe other ramifications of the 


Pudice Interne and Glutee, (which are 


Branches of the Internal f/ac, or Hypogaftric 
Arteries, and are beftowed upon the Scrotum) 
in fome inftances become a good deal enlarged 
and require fome pains and addrefs in reftrain-’ 
ing the Hemorrbage proceeding from them, 
upon their being divided in this Operation ; 
but as the Method of ftopping the bleeding in 
thefe Veflels muft be the fame as is practifed’ 
in other Arteries of the fame fize, it is un- 
neceflary to fay any more sisi the Subjeét in 
this place. : 


CASE 
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Sok Boi XL I. 
Of an Hydrocele. 


“Z M. aged 63, in the beginning of the Year 

* 1749, about eight Months before he ap- 
plied to me, received a Blow upon the Scrotum, 
which in a few Weeks afterwards began to 
{well, and continued to increafe from this time 
without pain, till the 27th of September fol- 
lowing, when he was admitted into the Hofpital; 
The Diforder appeared to be an Hydrocele, or 
Dropfy of the Tunica Vaginals, which upon 
being tapped difcharged about ten Ounces of 
clear Water. About a Weck after the Operé- 
tion, the, Water had collected nearly. to.as 
great a Quantity as before; upon which, I 
| performed the Operation a fecond Time. After 
the whole of the Water was evacuated, I 
introduced a /fmall Spunge Tent into the Ori- 
fice, which was continued for twenty. four 


Hours without producing any Pain, or vifible - 


eflect. Seeing this, I renewed the Introduc- 
tion of the Tent, which remained in the 
Wound till the third Day, During this time, 
iy S there 
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there was no Difcharge at all. Upon Exami- 
nation, the Scrotum appeared fomewhat hard- 
ened and inflamed; on which account the 
Tent was omitted, and a Pultice of Bread and 
Milk applied to the Part. On the fourth Day, 
a fmall quantity of Matter oozed through the 
Orifice, the Difcharge increafed confiderably for 
ten Days, when there appeared a fmall Abfcefs 
on one fide of the Orifice, the Abfcefs, upon 
being opened, difcharged about an Ounce of 
Matter; from this time, the Difcharge decreafed, 
and continued to do fo till the Wound was 
healed, which was in'a few Days afterwards. 
The: Coats of the Tefticle, and Tefticle — 
itfelf; formed an Adhefion with each other. It is 
obfervable, that the Pain and Fever’ which 
attended the Cure were fo trifling, as rendered 
it unneceflary for the Patient to keep his Bed — 
longer than two Days: This in all probability, 
was owing to the gentle and gradual Aion 
of the Tent upon the Tunica Vaginalis.. - 
From the. Succefs that attended » this Me« 
thod of Operating in the preceding Inftance, I 
have been induced to perform the Operation | 
feveral times fince in the fame manner ;..moft 
of .which Operations have been attended with: _ 
equal Lenity and Benefit. cerry, | 
‘jie CASE 
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Remark on the Wydrocele. 


#, OR the Relief of thofe. who labour un- 
& der this Infirmity, there are two Methods 
of treatment, propofed; the one diftinguithed 
by the. Palliative Method. of Cure, the other 
by.the Radical Method of Cure. The firtt, 
called the Palliative Method of ‘Cure, is the 
making a very fmall Opening into the moft 
depending part of the Swelling with a Lancet; 
which. Orifice muft be cautioufly kept open 
with the blunt end of a Probe (if neceflary) 
till. the whole of the Fluid is evacuated 3 ob- 
ferving at the fame time ta prefs the Tumour 
gently downwards to affitt in the Expulfion 
of the. Lymph; If a fmall Trocar fhould be 
preferred to the Lancet for making: the Aper- 
ture into the Tumour, this Inftrument will an- 
fwer the: purpofe without the Affiftance of 4 


Probe. There “is feldom: required any other 


application to the Orifice than a bit of dry Lint, 
or a bitof Lint fpread with fome cooling Oint- 
ment, which muft be fecured upon the part 
acA. S$ 2 with 
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with a piece of adhefive Plaifter: But if the 
Patient will admit of the Application of a Bag 
Trufs to the Serotum, it will be found very 
ufeful by fupporting the part, and protecting 
it from external Accidents in the exercifes of 
Walking, and riding ; and will likewife be a 
means of preventing the Diforder from return- 
ing fo fpeedily, as it otherwife probably would 
do. | | 

Ir fometimes happens in bad Habits of 
Body, from roughly {queezing the parts during 


the evacuation of the Water, or from the 


Tunica Vaginalis, and Tefticle itfelf, being irri- 


tated by the introduction of the Probe through 
the Orifice of the Coats that an Inflammation, 
Abfcefs and Fever, preceded by confiderable 
Pain, have followed this Method of Treatment ; 
in which Cafe, the Tumour becomes very large, 
and hard; and requires great Care, and Judg- 
ment in the management of it: Under thele 


-Circumftances of the Diforder, the part muft 


be treated with Fomentations, Emollient and 


Suppurative Cataplafms; the Patient mutt be 


confined to his Bed, be made to. live upon 


- Spoonmeats of the moft innocent kinds, fuich as 
, Panado, thin Milk-pottage, Sagoe, Gc. and to 
drink very freely of Barly-water, with or, with- 


out 
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out Lemon Juice; or any other diluting Liquor 
that may be more agreeable to the Patient’s 
Palate; his Body muft be kept open with Clyf 
ters; and if the ever runs high and is attended 
with great reftlefinefs the ufe of the Cordial 
Medicines will be found neceflary: When the 
Tumour and Inflammation are fo far advanced 
as to produce an evident Flu@tuation, the Swell+ 
ing muft be opened on that part where the 
Integuments appear moft foft and yielding to 
the Touch; obferving to make your Incifion 
‘the whole length of the difeafed Skin: Should 
the Integuments be very thin and much difz 
‘coloured, a bit of them muft be removed ey 
cutting it away. 

In opening thefe Abfcefies, I have atbferiner 
not only a confiderable Quantity of Matter de- 
-pofited in the Tunica Vaginas, and Cellular 

Membrane of the Scrotum, but after the Matter 
3 has been. difcharged, I have fometimes prefled 
out, fromthe bottom of the Tunica Vaginas 
ba: confiderable quantity of Lymph, which I 
“have found fo infpiflated as to refemble:cold 
@alves Foot Jelly. | 

«Tue fecond Method of treating this Spates 
“of Tumour, called the radical Cure, is’ the 
r ae a large Opening into the Body of the 

ws oe Tumour 
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Tumour by Incifion, or Cauftic: But the prac- 
tice by Incifion, in my Opinion, is the moft 
advifeable of the two; becaufe the Incifion 
is made in a Moment, is much lefs painful 
than the Application of the Cauftic; and the 


‘Cure at leaf{t as certain. 


Tue Method for performing the Operation 
by Incifion is this. 

THE Patient being feated upon a Chair or a 
Stool, on the fide of his Bed, on the end of 


a Table of a convenient Height, or what is 


{till more convenient, the Patient may ftand 


upright till the Incifion is made, the Operator 
muft then fupport the Tumour with his left 
Hand, and with a round-edged Kife, fuch as 


is ufed in the Operation of cutting for the 


Stone, muft at once divide the Integuments, 


‘the Cremafter Mufcle, and the Tunica Vagi- 
‘nalis the whole length of the Swelling ; begin- 
‘ning the Incifion from above, by ten means 
the Contents will immediately be difcharged. If. 
‘the Tunica Vaginalis is become ftiff like Parch- 
-ment, as I have fometimes obferved it to be, 
the Edges of this Membrane will not con- 


tract and fubfide with the Integuments; but 
a part of it on one Side or both will be 
left projeCting out; if that be the Cafe, 

| {e 


Castes in SURGERY. 


fo much of the Tunica Vaginalis mutt be cut 
away, as is raifed above the Edges of the 
divided Scrotum; but if there be no projection 


of this Coat, I would not advife any part of it » 


to be difle€ted out, fince this Method will 
certainly render the Operation more painful, 
tedious, and hazardous. I once knew an In- 
ftance of a Patient who had the appearance of 
good health, that underwent the Operation of 
having almoft the whole of the Tunica Vagi- 
nalis extirpated for the the.radical Cure of this 
Difeafe (which is the only Inftance I ever 
faw wherein it was attempted) in confequence 
of this Operation, the Patient was feized with 
an acute Fever, of which he died: For this 
reafon, as well as becaufe I never yet have 
feen any fatal Confequences arifing from the 
“Method I have propofed, 1 would advife, that 
the Excifion of the Tunica Vaginals fhould 
never be attempted, and that the Method of 
opening the Swelling by a large Incifion 
fhould only be praétifed upon  thofe who are 
of a good Habit of Body, who have not ex- 
ceeded the middle ftage of Life, and even in 
them not till the Method I have propofed 
“in the Cafe of 7. M. has been tryed, and 
3 found unequal to the Defign. 
, S 4 CASE 
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CASE XLIV. 


Of a Tumour growing on the Infide of the Blad- 
der, fuccefsfully extirpated. Inferted in the 
Philofoph. Tranfact. for the Months of April, 
May, June, and July 1750, printed Anno 
1X5 1 

N Excrefcence, or Tumour arifing from 
the internal: Coat of the Bladder, is a 

Difeafe, though not; very. common, yet fuf- 

ficiently known to the curious in Phyfic and 

Surgery. But I believe that hitherto, no one 

hath attempted the Cure of this Diforder by 

Extirpation. 

_ Nor indeed can it bg fuppofed shat: the 

Inftances are frequent, where the Operation 

is practicable: But as it is notorious from the 


Hiftory of Phyfic and Surgery,’ that feveral 


Diforders which were: formerly unobferved, 
have been found to occur’ frequently, after 
their Nature has been once difcovered and 


exadly. -defcribed, I flatter myfelf, the pub- 
lication of this Account, may poffibly throw 


fome light on the prefent Subje& :. 


» 


Cas £8 in OS URGE R Yi 


_ M. B, aged 23, on the 24th of Fune 1747, 
ftrained herfelf, by endeavouring to lift a great 
Weight ; the was immediately feized with a 
Pain in the Small of her Back, and a total 
Suppreflion of Urine; which Symptoms, not- 
withftanding the feveral Methods ufed for her 
Relief, continued till the 29th of the fame 
Month; when an eminent Phyfician, and Man- 
midwife was called to her Affiftance, who drew 
off her Urine with the Catheter, 

* During the Suppreffion, the was f{eived 
with an) acute Fever, and for eighteen of 
twenty Hours ‘before her Urine) was drawn 
off; fhe difcharged by ‘the Mouth a great 
quantity of faltith Water tinged with. Blood ; 
which, upon lying down, flowed in { Breet 
Quantities as. to threaten’Suffocation, 

» In April 1750, the applied to me. Upon 
enquiry, *I learnt the never had been able, 
from the moment of the Accident, to void'2 
Drop of Urine without the Affiftance of the 
Catheter, which had been ever fince made ufe 
of two or three times every twenty-four 
Hours, that fhe was in continual pain, and 
had lately been much weakened, by having 
feveral, times loft confiderable Quantities of 
Blood, occafioned by the Force made ufe of, 
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for the Introduétion of that Inftrument into 
the Bladder. Upon examining her with my 
Fore-finger, which I introduced with great dif- 
ficulty through the Meatus Urinarius, 1 difco- 
vered aconfiderable Tumour, which feemed to 
be of a flefhy Subftance, and took its rife from 
the lower part of the Bladder near its Neck; 
the Extent of which I could with difficulty 
reach... I obferved it to protrude.a little way 
out of the Meatus Urinarius upon ftraining to 
make water when the Bladder was full; but 
upon ceafing -to ftrain, it prefently returned. - 
aceh had preferved » pretty nearly the fame 
Appearance ever fince it was firft taken notice 
of; and about eighteen Months ago, a {mall 
Incifion was made into it by a Surgeon, on 
prefumption of its containing a Fluid, but 
without any effect. | 

Havine firtt prepared her, as before the 
Operation for the Stone, that is, by giving a 
gentle Purge on the Day preceding the Opera- 
tion, and an emollient purgative Clyfter a few 
Hours before I operated, the Rectum by this 
means became emptied, and confequently did 
not make fo great a degree of Preflure upon 
the inferior part and neck of the Bladder, as 
it would «otherwife have done; which gave 
‘O me 
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me an Opportunity of executing my Defign 
with much lefs difficulty than I fhould pro» 
bably have met with in the Performance of 
the Operation, had I attempted it without tis 
preparation. 

WueEn this was done, I proceeded to the 
Extirpation of the Tumour, which I a 
in the following manner. 

Wuen her Bladder was full, I ordered her 
to ftrain as though fhe was going to make 
water; upon which, I perceived the Tumour 
tc protrude a little, this, I effectually fecured 
from returning into the Bladder, by the help of 
a crooked Needle and Ligature, which I paffed 
through the Tumour in different DireCtions, 
and endeavoured to draw it out through the 
Meatus Urinarius, but could not iige it by 

reafon of its Largenefs. 

- SEEING this, I dilated the Meatus Urinarius 
on the right fide, by cutting it upwards about 
half way towards the Neck of the Bladder ; 
when, by pulling. the Tumour forwards, I had 
fufficient room for tying it with a Ligature 
paffed round its Bafis, which was very large. 

~ For the three firft Days after the Operation 
fhe complained of a good deal of Pe in “the 


Abdomen. 
On 
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Ow the. fixth Day after the Ligature was 
made, the Tumour dropt off. 3 
From the firft Day of the Operation the 
voided her Urine without any affliftance, and 
is now perfectly well in every refpect. 
Tur Size of the Tumour was nearly equal 
toa Turkey's Ege, and fomething like to it 
in fhape. | 


CG Ai Sob XLY, 


A remarkable Infiance of two Excrefcences of 
the Urethra, fucce/sfully extirpated. 


“HE urinary Paffages of Females, as well 

| as Males, are incident to fome Difor- 
ders, which are not to be cured or relieved 
but by furgical Operations. Thefe Diforders 
in Males proceed from different Caufes, which 
are generally to be accounted for from a pre- 


‘vious venereal Affection, or the frequent pat 
fage of gravelly or ftony Particles through the 


Urethra, though it is certain that they fome- 
times happen without any accountable Caufe,: 

Ir feems to have been a matter of difpute 
amoneft Surgeons, whether thefe Maladies 
arife from. Excrefcences, Caruncles, Contrac- 
tions of the Fibres of the Urethra, Callofities 


pro- 
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proceeding from venereal Caufes, callous Ul- 
cers of the Lacuna of the Urethra, or Affec- 


tions of the Proflate Gland, or the reft of the | 


mucous Glands of the Urethra. But it isa 
matter of no very great Confequence, what 
the exact Nature of the Difeafe may be, fee- 
ing the Cure depends entirely upon the remo- 
val of the Obftruction, and it is probable from 
obferving, that as other parts of the Body are 
liable to thefe feveral Appearances, this Part 
may be fo too; and thongh it has been aflerted 
by many, that there is no fuch Difeafe as a 
fungous Excrefcence in the Urethra of Males, 
owing to the Difhculty of difcovering fuch Ap- 
pearances after Death, yet from the Analogy 
there is fubfiftine betwixt the natural Structure 
of the internal Part of the Urethra of Males 
and Females, I am inclined to think, the Ex- 
iftence of this fungous Appearance in them can 
hardly. be doubted; and that a very trifling 

Difeafe of this kind is capable of producing 
the moft. excruciating Pains may be concluded 
from the Hiftory of the following Cafe, the 
Cure of which immediately depended upon 
the Removal of a Fungus of fo inconfiderable 
a Size and Appearance as would not have been 
__tegarded in many other parts of the Body. But 


as 
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as the fame Operation cannot be undertaken: 
in Males with an equal probability of Succefs. 
from the Difficulty ;of knowing the exact Si- 
tuation and Nature of the Difeafe, as well as 
from the different Length of the Urethra itfelf ; 
we are obliged to have recourfe to fuch Me- 
thods as operate more flowly, and not with fo. 
great a degree of certainty. 


E.C.a Virgin aged 27, had been afflicted, 
(as I was informed by herfelf, and her Mother,) 
with a Difeafe in the urinary Parts, ever fince 
fhe was four Years old. ‘The Symptoms un- 
der which fhe had laboured from the begin- 
ning, were frequent Inclinations to make Wa- 
ter, which fhe voided by Drops, and with 
exceflive Pain. 

Sue had never been’quite free from thefe 
Complaints ever fince her firft Attack, but was 
particularly ill at the times of having her Men-. 
fes. Thefe Difcharges were in general regu- 
Jar, both as to Time and Quantity; when iti 
happened otherwife, her Complaints were greatly 
encreafed, efpecially at the very time when 
fhe expected a return of them. The. Pain. 
and. Irritations had been frequently {0 great 
as to occafion Convultions ; and fhe-had been: 

always 
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always incapable of getting her Livelihood at 
Service. 

She had tried various Methods for bebe Re- 
lief without receiving the leaft Benefit. 

In Yanuary 1754, 1 was defired to attend her. 

Uvon Enquiry, I learnt that from the be- 
ginning, her Complaints had been in the Ure-« 
thra, and neighbouring Parts. I carefully ex- 
amined into the Meatus Urinarius, by intro- 
ducing a female Catheter, with which I dilated 
it by inclining the Inftrument to one fide, and 
with fome difficulty I difcovered two Excref- 
cences arifing oppofite to each other from the 
internal Part of the Urethra, near its hither 
Extremity. | 

Eacu of thefe Excrefcences was near as 


broad as a filver Penny, and refembled the 


Valves of a Vein in their Situation. 

. Tuerr Colour was red, their Texture fpon- 
gy, and they confifted of a number of Fibres, 
as appeared upon Examination after their Reo 
moval. 


Upon difcovering their Seat and Rife, I pro+ 


ceeded to extirpate them; which I effected 
in the following manner. 


» Tue Patient being laid upon her Back, “dad. 


Se Knees bent and raifed, I divided the Urea 
gk thra 
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thra a little way obliquely upwards on its left 


fide with a pair of Sciffars, then I proceeded to. 


{nip off the Excrefcences at their Roots; to do 
which, the ptevious Divifion of a Part of the 
Urethra aftorded me fufficient room. 

The Operation was expeditious, but painful: 
There was very little difcharge of Blood at 
firtt. In a few Hours after the Operation the 
Wound bled profufely, but at length fobpes 
of itfelf. 

_From this time fhe had no ) other. Bie 
venience or Pain in the Part than what arofe. 
from the Acrimony of the Urine, which gra 
dually abated till the Wound healed, which 
was in about ten Days after the Operation. 


Tue only Applications made ufe of to the, | 


Parts, were Fomentations of warm Water and 


Milk, and afterwards a doffil of Lint fpread. 


over with cooling Ointment, and repeated twice 


or thrice a Day. 
JT wap the Curiofity to call upon her cout 


five Months after her Cure. She informed 


me that the had continued perfedly well. 
without the leaft return of her Complaint, 
and that her monthly Difcharges had been - 


regular ever fince I left her, without producing 


CASE 
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CAS E XLVI. 


A remarkable Inflance of a Wound by which 
the Tibia was entirely divided. 


N the gth of Oéfober 1749, 7. L. aged 
44, received two remarkable Wounds 
from his Antagonift, who ftruck him with a 
Hedging-bill. ‘The one upon the upper part 
of his left Leg, immediately beneath the In- 
fertion of the Tendon of the Patella, by 
which the T7bia was entirely divided, without 
any remarkable Contufion of the Integuments, 
or neighbouring Mufcles; the other on the 
left fide of the Head, which divided the pa- 
rietal Bone quite to its Diple, and he loft a 
confiderable Quantity of Blood before any 
Affiftance could be procured him. 
Turee Days after the Accident, he was 


-admitted into the Hofpital and put under my 


Care. His Complaints were a Giddinefs, Fe- 
ver, and Coftivenefs; for which he was let 
Blood, and Stools were procured by a Clyfter; 


from this Treatment he was confiderably re-. 


lieved. _ The. following Day his Giddinefs’ 


Ay had 
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had quite left him, and his Wound had a fa- 


vourable Afpect, which continued to go well 
on till the 21ft Inftant, when the Difcharge 
was confiderably increafed, appeared oily, and 
{melt very feetid. He had refted but little 
the preceding Night, and complained of great 
Lownefs and Opprefiion. Upon preffing the 
Ham, a large Quantity of Matter was dif- 
charged, and upon introducing the Probe, 
both Bones were found bare. From this 
time the Difcharge continued to increafe till 
the 26th; for which reafon I made.a counter 
Opening, in order to procure a more depend- 


ing Orifice for the Evacuation of the Matter. 


On the 27th, he was attacked with a Loofe- 
nefs, attended. with a Fever, and reftlefnefs; 
which feveral Symptoms continued till the 
ath of November following, when his Strength 


became greatly impaired, his Appetite quite . 


loft, and cclliquative Sweats coming on, it was 
judged advifeable to Amputate the Limb, 


which w as done above Knee, and the Patient. 
recovered; all his bad Symptoms difppear 


ing from the Day of the Operation. 
Upon examining into the Condition of the 


Leg, the Tzdca and Frbula were found carious — 


for a confiderable length. 


THES 
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_ Tue wounded Cranium became granulated, 


‘and was quite healed in a few Weeks, with- 
out any Exfoliation or Difficulty attending its 
Management. 


REMAREK. 


Tue Loofenefs, Fever, Sc. which came on 


fo many Days after the Accident, could not 
‘be attributed to the Pain and lofs of Blood 
arifing from the recent Wounds,.as the Pa 
tient had been quite eafy and well for feveral 
Days together ; nor could they arife from any 
Impropriety in his Diet, &c. fince he had 
been kept in the moft abftemious and quiet 
manner, from the time of his admiffion into 
the Hofpital ; but thefe Symptoms may reafon- 
ably be accounted for from the fostid Matter 
being abforbed into the Blood, and falling upon 
the tender Vifcera; and it is moft likely this 
was the Cafe, feeing the feveral bad Symptoms 
of Loofnefs, Fever, and Lownefs, immediately 
difappeared upon the removal of the Part 
affected. 


Query. Is it not probabie, from the Circum- 
ftances I have mentioned, that if the Opera- 
tion had been: deferred, the Patient muft have 
: T 2 funk 
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funk under the Difcharge, or have died from 
a Reflux of the Matter into the Mats of 
Blood ? 

Ir thefe Arguments are of any eid 
{which feem to be fupported by many Inftances _ 
given us by Authors of undoubted authority) 
the Operation was beyond difpute advifeable, 
and muft in general be fo, where compound 


Fra@ures, Wounds, or Abfceffes of the Joints, 


are attended with the like Symptoms. For 
though there may be a few Inftances of the 


recovery of People, who have been -nearly 


under the fame Circumftances, yet’ I think 
they are by no means fufliciently numerous to 
induce one to truft to any other Method of 
preferving Life, than by having recourfe to the 
Operation ; to which the Patients generally fub- 
mit with great Refolution, in expectation ae Bs 


Recovery. 


Seer, 
AT 
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iA " Suaiilar ead of a ‘leafed Joint require 


Amputation. 


N the Year 1744, -T.C. grideaballe injured 
his Knee by a Fall, at. appeared . fwelled, 
pad continued painful for fome Months ; but 
at length, by proper Management, grew quite 
well, and fo continued for three Years; when 
his Symptoms returned with Violence, and in- 
creafed for three Months, notwithftanding the 
Affiftance. given him by a neighbouring Sur- 
geon; who, befides the. ufe of Fomentations; 
and other various Applications to the Part af- 
fected, made him an Iflue by Incifion juit 
below, and on the Outfide of the difeafed 
Knee, which was kept open for fix Weeks, 
and then dried up. About a Month after the 
Iffue was healed, a diftinct Tumour appeared 
immediately below the. Pafella and on its 
outfide, which burfted of itfelf, but difcharged 
very little. However, he grew confiderably 
worle . trom this time; his Appetite became 
a ie bad, 


ahd 
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bad, and his Leg and Thigh began to watte. 
Under thefe Circumftances, he was admitted 
into the Hofpital. But notwithftanding the : 
feveral Methods ufed for his Relief the Difeafe 

increafed to fo great a Degree, as to render the 
Amputation of the Limb neceffary, which 


was done above Knee, and the Patient re- 
covered. 


hm MA RR. 


Upon opening the Joint, the Integuments 
were found greatly difeafed, the Ligaments ap- 
peared confiderably, thickened, the Extremities 
of the Os Femoris and Tibia were much ens 
larged, and, their Cartilages eroded. 

Besipes thefe Phanamena which are common 
to almoft all difcafed Joints requiring Ampu- 
tation, it had one thing peculiar to itfelf, which 
was, that it contained five Peas that were con- 
fined within the Capfular, or Burfal Ligament 
of. the Knee. I examined whether I could 
difcover the opening made by the Peas through 
the Ligament, but could not. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that the [fue had been healed up for 
near three Months before the Amputation. 


«, - C Ai sak 
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Two Si ngular Cafes of difeafed Knee-“foints fuc- 
- cefsfully treated, the firft by Topical Appl- 
cations, the fecond by Operation. Communt- 
cated to the Royal Society, and publifhed in 
their Tranfactions for the Year 1759. 


ISEASES of the larger Joints of the 


Extremities have always been looked 


‘upon by Surgeons of the greateft Eminence 


in their Profeffion, to be sealed with con- 


fiderable Danger to the Patient, and with the 


greateft Reaton; fince they nave been con- 
vinced from much Experience that thele Ma- 
ladies are too often the Confequences of de- 


praved Habits of Body arifing from a Scro- 


phulous, Scorbutical, or fome other general 


‘Cautfe. But though we are fufficiently ap- 


prifed of thefe Facts, and that thefe Swellings 


do often baffle the greateft Sk i} in Phyfic and 


Surgery, we are neverthelefs not to infer 
from hence that every Diforder of this kind 
is attended with the like bad Carcumftances, 

| TP 4 - fince 
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fince it is certain that Difeafes of the Joints; 
particularly thofe of the Knee, are fometimes 
merely local Complaints, which may not only — 
be, relieved by Surgery; but perfectly cured. 
The Species of Tumours I now hint. at are 
fuch as are diftinguifhed from other. Tumours. 
of this Part by the name of Aydrops Articults 
of which there are two different Kinds... The 
firft, where the Difeafe is fituated in the Mem- 
brana_Adipofa, and neighbouring Parts on this 
fide the Capfular Ligament of the Joint... The 
fecond where the Fluid is contained within the: 
Capfular Ligament of the Joint, betwixt the. 
lower Extremity of the Thigh-Bone, .and. up-' 
per Extremity of the largeft Bone of the Leg, 


called Tibia. ‘The firft, Species of Tumour: 


may be diftinguithed from the fecond Species. 
by the Touch, by the Appearance of. the) 
Tumour of the firft kind being very pale and, 
uniform, by a want of Fluctuation, and. by- 
the very flight degree of Pain attending .it,); 
The repeated ufe of emollient Fomentations, } 
Mercurial Frictions, -and gentle Purges con=,, 
tinued for fome time have been -often. known, 
to remove this Diforder. At other, times. it’ 
has, been found, when thefe Applications have. 
had little or no Effect, that the. ‘Difeafe has.) 

been 
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been totally removed by the Application of per- 
petual Blifters to the Part affeéted; which 
fhould in: moft Cafes be continued for f{everal 
Weeks. In fome Inftances I have known the 
Application of the Petroleum Barbadenfe (Bar- 
badoes Tar) have fo good an Effect, by being 
applied every Day to the Joint, even after fe- 
veral other Remedies had been unfuccefsfully 
tried, as to cure fuch a Diforder of the Knec- 
Joint as had hitherto been judged defperate ; 
in which Cafe; there was an enlargement of 
the Bones, as well as a very confiderable one 
of the Integuments, and of the Tendinous and 
Ligamentous Parts; but without any degree 


of Inflammation. In this Inftance no extrava-- 
fated Fluid could be difcovered ; however, there 


was an Immobility of the Joint, a confiderable 
Contraction of the Hamftrings, the Complaint 
‘was great, and the Patient defcribed the Pain 
as fhooting through the Ligaments of the Joints, 


through the Patella, and through the lower 
Extremities of the Os Femoris, and upper end 


of the T7dsa.. He was afflicted with a fevere 
fyrnptomatic Fever, which had been of many 


Weeks continuance, and the Patient was at length — 


become greatly emaciated thereby. The Reafon 
4 ‘am giving fo particular a Relation of the Cir- 
f cumftances 
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cumftances attending this Fact, proceeds from 
the defire I have of recommending a Trial of 
the fame Remedy in ‘the like Cafes; which, 
as far as I can judge from my own Experience, 
may always be fafely done, where there is no 
Inflammation already formed upon the Integue 
ments; and I am farther induced to communi- 
cate a fhort Hiftory of this Cafe, as it is an 
Application I never faw made ufe of under the 
like Circumftances; though (it muft be ac- 
knowledged) the ufe of it has not been very 
uncommon in old Sprains of. the Joints, in 
which Cafes the Barbadoes 'Tar has sen: 
been tried with Succefs. 

Tue fecond Species of Hydrops Aeticall 
(where the extravafated Fluid is- contained 
within the Capfular Ligament of the Joint) 
may be diftinguifhed from the firft kind of 


the Flu€tuation which is difcoverable ‘upon 
patting the Knee on one fide, whilft’ the other 
Handi is placed immoveably on the oppofite 
fide; by the degree of Pain arifing from the 
Diftention which the Capfular Ligament fuf- 
fers ‘in confequence of its Contents; by the 
Incapacity of bending the Joint, and ‘by the 
Circumftance of its being-attended with no ge- 


Dropfy of this Part, by its deep Situation, by — 
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_neral Complaints of Body, as well as from 
the fudden enlargement of the Tumour, upon 
the increafe of which principally depends, I 
believe, the degree of uneafinefs in the Part. 
This is very far from being the cafe in that 
kind of Difeafe called Spina Ventofa, which 
arifes originally from a Difeafe of the Meduila, 
and Veffels of the Bone itfelf, from whence 
proceed grievous pricking Pains that come on 
previoufly in general to any vifible énlarge- 
ment of the Part affe@ted, or any diféoverable 
Quantity of Fluid depofited in the Joint, which 
Symptoms are very different from thofe arifing 
from the fecond kind of Hydrops Articuli, as may 
be learned fre ai the fucceéding Cafe, in which 
it was judged neceflary to cut more than once 
through the Capfular Ligament to evacuate its 
Contents, which Operation (contrary to the 
common received Opinion of Wounds of the 


Ligaments being attended with certain des 


ftruction of the Limb) thould always be done 
under the like prefling Circumftances, in rea- 
fonable Expectation of removing a Complaint 


_ that totally difables the Patient, and too ftre- 


quently terminates in the Lofs of the Limb 
when neglected ; and I am more particularly 
inclined. to recommend this Practice as Iam 


con« 
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convinced that the Difeafe is out of the reach 
of fuch Applications as are of fervice in Dif 


orders of thefe parts whofe fituations are more 


fuperficial; that 1s, on the outfide of the Cap- 


fular, or Burfal Ligament of the: Joint. 


W. D. aged 29 (by Bufinefs a Porter) was 
put under my Care on the fifth of Sep- 
tember 1754, for a Diforder in. one. of his 
Knees; upon enquiry, the Part appeared greatly 
{welled ; it was attended with exceflive Pain, 


which .was continual; the Tumour had not 


the leaft degree of Inflammation. .The Dif- 
order arofe without any accountable Caufe, 
and had been only of three Weeks ftanding: 
Upon placing one Hand on the outfide of the 
Knee, and by patting with the other Hand 
on the infide of the Knee, it was an_eafy 
matter to difcover a FluCtuation ; for this Reafon 
I judged it advifeable to make an opening into 
the Tumour, which I did by Incifion on the 
upper and. infide of the Knee-pan, as this 
was the moft prominent part of the. ‘Swelling: : 
Through the Wound a thick gelatinous F luid, 
deeply tinged with Blood, was difcharged in a 


full. Stream to the Quantity of fourteen Ounces, 


AFTER 
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© > ArTER the whole of the Fluid: was- evacu- 
ated, [| introduced a Probe through the Incifion, 


which I readily paffed under the Patella: The 


‘Wound was fuperficially drefied with Lint, 
and the whole of the Knee was covered with 
a Pultice of {trong Beer Grounds and Oat- 
‘meal. The Patient complained of confiderable 
Pain for about four Hours after the Operation 
at the end of that time he grew eafy, and 
fo continued till the fecond Day after the 
Operation, when the Knee became a’ good 
deal painful; there was as yet very little Digef- 
tion: Upon enquiry, I learnt he had not been 
at Stool for three Days, which occafioned the 
adminiftering a Clyfter, by the Clyfter Stools 
were procured, and the Pain of the Knee be- 
~ came much lefs. The third Day after the 
Operation there appeared a confiderable Dit 
charge from the Wound, and the Knee’ was 
quite eafy; the Patient continued in this State 
till the fixth Day after the Operation; when 
the Quantity: of Matter was much  leffened; 
the Pain returned, and lafted till the eighth 
Day; on this Day, the Difcharge encreafed, 
and the Pain remitted. From this. Peiiod E 
obferved the Difcharge continued to’ éficreafe 
until the eleventh Day, which proceeding al- 
| 5 together 
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together from within the Joint, I dilated the 


Wound, that the Matter might have a more 
ready Iffue; this Operation anf{wered my ex- 
pectation; the Patient was eafy until the 
fifteenth Day; when he complained of a re- 
turn of the Pain. Upon enquiry I perceived 
that the outfide of the Knee was f{welled, and 


that part; thefe Symptoms induced me to 
make a counter-opening through the Integu- 
ments and Capfular Ligaments into the Tu- 
mour, which I found by the ufe of the Probe 
to have a communication with the Wound on 
the infide of the Knee; from this time, the 
Patient went very well on without any farther 
Complaints; in about ten Weeks after the 
firft Operation he was perfeCily well, and full 
continues fo without any other Complaint 
than that of a fmall degree of Stiffnefs in the 
Joint, as Ihave very lately had an opportu- 
nity of informing myfelf. During his con- 


_ by the Touch I difcovered a Fluctuation under — 


finement [ made ufe of emollient Fomenta- — 


tions, drefled the Wounds fupertiicially, and 


continued the Pultice of ftrong Beer Grounds 
and Oatmeal. 


IV. Bs 
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__N. B, the Patient took a great Quantity of 
| Bark on account of the Difcharge, which for 
fome part of the time was very great, as 
well as on account of the Pain and fymp- 
tomatic Fever. 


REMARK, 


The Hiftory I have given of the preceding 
remarkable Cafe, with the Operation I have 
taken upon me to recommend in the like In- 
ftances, is not with a defign of advifing an 
Opening to be inconfiderately made through 
the Capfular Ligament of the Joint of the 
Knee in all Collections of Fluids in this part; 
nor would I have it fuppofed that I think this 
Operation is ever quite void of Danger: The 
propriety and neceffity of fuch an Operation 
depend entirely upon Circumftances ; I would 
therefore have it remembered, that I recom- 
mend it only to be done where the extravafated 
Fluid appears very great in Quantity, where 
the Limb is rendered almoft ufelefs by the 

‘Difeate, is attended with confiderable Pain 
_ without any remarkable Enlargement and 
disfigurement of the Bones themfelves, which 
fis a Circumftance though rarely known to 
occur, yet moft certainly does fometimes 
| es happen, 
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happen. In thofe Cafes of Collections of 


Matter in the Knee-Joints (Abfceffes) which 


very frequently happen, and are attended with 
the Circumftances of enlarged disfigured Bones, 
a wafting away of the Limb joined with a 
bad Habit of Body, I am of Opinion, an open- 
ing into the Joint by Cauftic, or Incifion, or 
otherwife, fhould never be put in Practice; 
becaufe, I have frequently known this Method 
recommended and purfued with the diftant 
hopes of faving the Limb, and cannot recollect 
one Inftance where the Praétice has been 
fuccefsful; on the contrary this attempt to 
relieve has been followed with very painful and 
dreadful Confequences: But where the Dif- 
eafe is differently circumftanced, that is, not 


joined with a vifible affection of the Bones, 


and a bad Habit of Body, and which through 
neglect or otherwife has arrived to the State of 
WY, D’s Cafe, an Opening through the Capfular 
Ligament is undoubtedly advifeable in expec- 


tation of faving the Limb: The poffibility of 


which may be learned from what has already 
been faid, and without which Operation I 
believe no Relief could have been given to the 
Patient but by a more fevere Operation; to 
wit, the Amputation of the Limb. | 
CASE 
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mae sat - aae ‘ahaa 
| ‘Ofia perarcey, Patel la. 
AA, Be aged 25, in Auguf 1747, broke her 


: Knee-pan by a Fall down Stairs, for 
anes fhe put herfelf under my acre _ The 


Extremities of the divided Bone were at a con- 


fiderable Diftance frem each ot ther, but by ex- 
tending the Leg, . and gently prefling. the Ex- 
tenfor Mutcles, and Tendons of the Tibia 


above the fractured Part, I brought them to 


within an Inch of each other and they were re~ 
tained in this Situation by a proper Comprefs and 
Bandage. In a few Days after their Reduction, 
I gently moved the Knee, by « carefully bending 
and extending: it, which was repeated. every 
Day ‘during her Cure. At, the end of. fix 
Weeks ey appeared fo well recovered as to 
. be able to walk upon plain, Ground, or up. and 
down Stairs with very little Inconvenience, 
She could bend and extend her Knee » very 


well ; the parts of the fractured Bone remain- 


- ing at the fame Diftance from each ‘other, in 
ARES wad t 
4 | which 
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which they were at firt placed. I obferved 
during my Care of her, that fhe had formerly 
broke her other Knee-pan, and that the Parts 
of the fractured Bone were then at leaft three 
Inches diftant from cach other. She informed 
me, that fhe had never applied to any one for 
Affifttance in this Cafe; and that during the 
whole time fhe had been capable of walking 
about, but was lame for three Months after 
the Accident. Since that time fhe has enjoyed 
the free ufe of her Leg, and has been capable 
of walking upon plain Ground, or up and 
down Stairs without Pain or Difficulty. 


SESSSSHESSESHSSHGSESSHSSHES 
© AG! Bont 


Of a fractured. Patella. 


~ P: 43 Years of Age, broke her ‘Knee~ 

" pan in O¢tober 1748, by a Fall dowty 
Stairs, for which Accident fhe. was: recom: 
mended to my Care, Upon enquiry, the 
whole Knee appeared greatly contufed, attended 
with a confiderable Ecchymofis’ and Tumour, 
which could not be difperfed for near three 


-Months. Upon the Removal of thefe Com- 


plaints, 


Caseés m SURGERY. 


plaints, the Extremities of the fraGtured Bone 
were difcovered to be near two Inches from 
each other ; her Knee appearing at the fame 
time {tiff and inflexible, in which ftate it) .re- 
mained for fome time afterwards; but by the 
ufe of Fomentations, relaxing Ointments, and 
daily pains being taken in bending the Joint; 
it at length became flexible, and the was ca- 
pable of walking upon plain Ground without 


any Lamenefs.or inconveniency, but the going’ 


up and down Stairs, was attended with fame 
Difficulty. 


REMARK. 


_. Tur, Method, recommended. above, in. the 
Treatment of tranfverfe Fra¢tures of the Pa- 
tella, 18 very different: from the general Rule 
laid down by Writers to be obferved in the 
like Cafes. Their Advice being to bring the 
Extremities of the Bones, if poflible, - into 
Contact with each other, and to keep the Leg 
immoveably extended for eight or ten Weeks ; 


but fince it is found by Experience, that in. 
confequence of fuch. management, the Joint 


becomes ftiff and inflexible, from, probably, 
the Ca//us of the broken Bone, and Synovia of 


the Joint mixing together, and foldering up 


U 2 the 
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the Joint, there is no doubt of the great Im- 


propriety attending this Method of Treatment; 
and for thefe Reafons it is now a Cuftom with 
fome of the moft eminent in the Profeffion, 
to treat thefe Accidents in the manner I have 
prefcribed, preferable to that which has been 
advifed by Authors, by which means the Mo- 
tion of the Part is ftill preferved. 

N.B. Tue fame Rule fhould be obferved in the — 
Treatment of tranfverfe FraGtures of the Pro- 
ceffus Olecranen of the Ulna, regarding’ the fre- 
quent Extenfion and Flexion of the: Elbow- 
Joint: For want of which Method. I have | 
known Accidents of this kind followed» by an 
incurable Stiffnefs of the Part, to the great 
Diffatisfaction and Injury of the Patient. 


©, AbssB LI. 


of a Divifion A the Tendo Achillis. 


] HEN a Tendon ts in part divided by 
a fharp Inftrument, or wholly broke 
through, in confequence of Jumping, Danc- 
ing, or any other extraordinary Violence ;- it 


Is eo that the bringing the divided Ex- 


§ ‘tremities 


GCasesi# SuRGERY. 293 

tremities into conta& with each other, and the 
keeping them fo for’ a certain time bythe 
help of Comprefs and Bandage, are generally 
fufficient to compleat a Re-union, or at leaft an 
Adhefion of thefe Parts, to the neighbouring 
ones, without any farther Opperation. It is 
neverthelefs advifed by Writers, who approve 
of this Method under the like Circumftances, to 
smake ufe of the Needle and: Ligature, when 
the Tendon with its Integuments becomes: to- 
tally divided by a fharp Inftrument. 

_ From the feveral Inftances of divided Ten- 
dons, which have come under my Cognizance, 
-and which have been {fo treated, I have ob- 
ferved that the. Parts always fuffer confiderable 
Pain and Inflammation from. being ftitched, 
and generally terminate in Abfcefles of the 
neighbouring Integuments, and Sloughs-of the 
Extremities of the Tendon, or Tendons, 
through which the Needle and Ligature have 
been pafled, by which means the Cure is con- 
fiderably retarded, and extraordinary Pain in-— 
_eurred. | So.that from. thefe Obfervations, and 
from many. others,.I. am induced to recom- 
«mend a total, difufe of the Needle and. Liga- 
» ture in) the like Cafes, and. to truft to a fa- 
-vourable Poftion..of the Limb, aflifted by pro- 
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per Comprefs and Bandage. Again, the 
Needle and Ligature fhould not only be re- 


jected in Divifions of the Tendons, but in all 
other recent Wounds, where Comprefs and 


Bandage can be applied to Advantage. 


_ A, B. had the Misfortune of dividing the 
Tendo Achillis, about two Inches above the 
Os Calcis by the flipping of an Ax, with 
which he was at work. He was put undér 
my care. Upon Infpection I obferved the 
upper part of the Tendon to be at a confidera- 
ble diftance from the lower, in confequence of 
the Contraction of the Gafirocnemit Mujcles. 1 
made ufe of no other Method in bringing the 


Extremities together, than bending the Knee, 


extending the Foot, and gently comprefling 


_the Leg downwards from the Calf; which 
_ being done, I applied a Bandage from the Ham 
_ quite to the upper Edge of the Wound. At 


the fame time, obferving to keep the Foot 
éxtended, which was fecured in this Situation 
by the help of a piece of Pafte-board properly 
adapted to the Foot, and fecured on by a 
fecond Bandage. ‘The Parts were kept in this 


_ pofture for five Weeks, at the end of which 
| time: 
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time the Wound was healed, and the Extre- 
mities of the ‘Tendon appeared perfedtly re~ 
united, or at leaft adhered to their neighbouring 
Parts. The Ancle became {tiff from being 
conitantly kept in this pofition, but by the 
ufe of Fomentations, and an Embrocation of 
Neats-foot Oil, it foon became pliant, and 
perfectly ufeful. To thefe I could add feveral 
other Cafes of the like kind, did I think them 
at all neceflary to confirm this PraCtice. 


SII CROCE CRERGOUDGUD 


@ AS) Ey (Li. 


a a Divifion of the Flexor Tendons of the 
| Wrift, 


; A, B. Br Foom run his Hand through 
oo" * a pane of Glafs, which cut his Writ 
_on the fore Part, quite a-crofs. ‘The upper cu- 
. bital, Artery was divided, and bled profufely, but 
the Bleeding was ftopt without much difhculty 
_ by the Needle and Ligature. The Tendons of 
. the Flexor Carpi Radialis, Palmaris longus, and 
| Flexor Carpi Ulnaris Mujcles, were likewife 
_ divided, and their upper Extremities were 
| U 4 | drawn 
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drawn at a confiderable Diftance from the 
lower ones; the Flexor Tendons of the Fin- 
gers were in part divided; however, upon 
bending the Hand, and prefling the Arm 
downwards, the Parts were brought together, 
and kept in that Situation till cured; which 
was in twenty-five Days after the Accident. 
Upon healing the Wound, the Parts appeared 
ftiff, and fomewhat uneven, but by the help 
of Fomentations, relaxing Oils, and. gentle 
Extenfion frequently made ufe of, they per- 
fectly recovered their free Motion, . ufual 
Strength and Evenneis. 

I syouxtp not have thought. thefe, Cafes 
worthy of Communication, had not they been 
merely intended as an Illuftration, of the Ad+ _ 
vantages of this Pratice, preferable to, the 
other Method. | 

Ir is worth obferving, that the Inflammation 
which fucceeded upon this Method of, Treat- 
ment was no more than what always, happens — 
to other parts in incifed Wounds ,of ,equal 
depth and fize, and. that there were neither 
Abfcefles nor Sloughs in confequence of the 
Accident, or Management of the divided 
Tendons. 


CASE 
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CA 5 ELI. 
Of a Rupture of the Tendo Achillis. 


A B. had the Misfortune to break the 
° Tendo Achillis entirely in two by Jump- 

ing, but as he was ignorant of the Injury he 
had fuftained, he was carried home, and had 
not proper Affiftance given him till a Week 
after the Accident, when he was recommended 
to my Care. Upon Examination, I found 
the Tendo Achillis entirely feparated ; the Fx. 
‘tremities of the divided Parts were at lea{t an 
Inch and a half diftant from each other, and 
the Patient complained of confiderable Pain, ] 
proceeded to the reduction of the divided Parts, 
which I effected with fome Difficulty by ex- 
tending the Foot, bending the Knee, and for- 
cibly comprefiing the Mulcles downwards. 
When this was done, I placed a Comprefs 
upon the Leg, from the Ham down to the up- 
per edge of the divided Tendon, and upon 
this applied a Roller, with a degree of ticht- 

_ nefs fufficient to prevent the Contraction of the 
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Mufcles called Gaffrocnemi; when this. was 
done, I placed a linen Comprefs upon the up- 
per part of the Foot, and upon that, a piece 
of Pafte-board; which were fecured on by 


Bandage, and the whole Leg was tied up in 


a Pillow. He became eafy foon after the re- 
duGion of the Tendon, and fo continued till 
he left me, which was in about five Weeks ; 
during which time, the Comprefs and Ban- 
dages were renewed as occafion required. The 
Extremities of the Tendons remained together, 
but he continued lame, and was weak in the 
Part for fome time, till at length he recovered 
the ufe and ftrength ofthe Limb. I did not 


obferve that there was any wafting of either 


of thefe Limbs, as is not uncommon after Ac- 


-cidents of the like kind. 


REMARK. 

Tr it fhould be. infifted upon that the Nee- 
dle and Ligature are {till advifeable in Ten- 
dons that are divided by a fharp Inftru-_ 
ment, they cannot but be equally fo in Ten- 


_dons that are divided by being ruptured where 


_ there is no Injury done to the Integuments ; 


fideration, that a divided Tendon is as likely 


but I fancy it. will be allowed upon con- 


to 
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to do well, ‘as a ruptured one; fince the 
Parts may always 1n recent Cates be brought 
together with equal eafe, and kept fo bya 
proper Situation of the Part, affifted with 
Comprefs and Baridage. 


CA 8 2) 11 


Monfieur Faget's Remarks on the Up, 8c. of 
the Sty ptic purchafed by his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty 5 communicated by James Theobald, 

“PGs Ep Bas inferted in the Philofophical 

~ “"Tranfactions for the Year 1753. 


Ecember 7, 1752, about the end of the 

Year 1750. Mr. Broffard, a Surgeon 
from Berry, came to Paris, to propofe the ufe 
of. a Remedy, which he had difcovered for 
. ftopping the Blood after Amputations, and 
which he afferted, to have found effectual in 
feveral Amputations of the Arms and Legs. 
Ar his requeft, fome Gentlemen of the 
| Academy of Surgery were deputed, in whofe 


_ prefence he was to make fome new Expe- 


_riments in ftopping the Blood upon different 
7 Animals, 
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Animals, and in all which he fucceded, by 
topping it in the largeft Arteries after, Am-= 
putation.. But the Succefs of this Remedy 
might yet be confidered a littie dubious, be- 
caufe many Animals, as in Dogs particularly, 
the great Arteries ftop of their own Accord; 
and rarely. any Dog dies from an Hemorrhage, 
becaufe their Blood 1s more difpofed to con- 
geal, and by that means to flop the Dil- 
charge. 

For this reafon, the Experiments made on 
Animals. not being thought. fatisfactory, and yet 
being convinced, that no ill effect could follow 
the Application of this Remedy on human 
Kind, Mr. Brofard was permitted to ufe it 
at the Hofpital of the Invalids, in an Am- 
putation of the Leg, which fucceeded per- 
fecily well; and not the leaft ul Accident 
happened through the whole time of the 
Cure. | 

SoMETIME after ath two Wagegoners were. 
run over by a Waggon loaded with Stone, 


and “each. of them had one . Leg. broke 


ina miferable manner. Thefe two Men 
being brought to. the Hofpital of the Charity, 
I {aw no other hopes of Succefs, but in 
amputating the Legs; and, for that reafon, I 

requefted 
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requefted Mr. Broflard would be prefent, and 
give mea Proof of this new Application,' which 
we applied in the following manner.” 

As foon as the Leg was cut off, I flackened 


the Tourniquet to difcover the Veffels, dnd 


Mr. Broffard applied upon the Orificés of ‘the 
two Arteries, two pieces of his Aftringent, 
faftened one upon ‘another with a Ribbend, 
in the manner which I have {ent to you, 
and as it is in the Drawing. After the Ap- 
plication was made, I ftreightened the Tour- 
niquet, und pafled the two ends of the Rib- 
band, which was faftned to the upper Piecé 
of the Aftringent, upon the Stump, over the 
Knee, and applied'a Linen Bag, filled flightly 
with the fame Aftringent in Powder, | upon 
the whole Wound; and, over all, applied the 
common rdlftiles in the like Cafe. After 
the Drefling was finifhed, I flackened ‘the 
Tourniquet, and two Hours after, took it 
entirely away. Eight and forty Hours after 
this, we took off the Dreffings, and not the 
leaft drop of Blood followed ee tie Vefiels ; 
and we again applied one fingle piece of the 
Aftringent upon the two Veflels ; and I dr -effed 
3 the other Parts of the Wound with Pledgets 
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of Lint, with common digeftive; a» Styrax 
Platter, and the ufual Bandage. 

Tue. third Day the: Aftringent fell off of 
itfelf; in the time of Dreffing; and the Patient, 
after that time was drefled in the common 
Manner. ‘The fame was done to the other 
Patient, after the Amputation, as to this. 

Tue firft of thefe Men died on the fifth 
Day, and the other on the ninth; but there 
did) not appear through the whole, the leait 
tendency to an Hemorrhage. Thus the Re-' 
medy fairly produced its effect, as to the ftop- 
ping of the Blood. 

However, in order to determine the Man-) 
ner, in which this Aftringent produces its ef= 
fects, I examined the Blood-Veffels. of thofe: 
two Patients after their death, and I found 
them contracted and» ftraitned, as if they, 


had been tied, and, in ‘the largeft of them a 


conic Coagulation of the Blood, which!>was’ 
an Inch .and half long; and after ‘having’ 
taken out this Coagulation, it was > with diffis: 
culty, that 1 could introduce the Point: of a’ — 
very. fmall Probe into 2G. Orifice: of hat 
Vefiel. : 
‘Tue Patient who died on the feat Day, 
had the Arteries contracted in the fame Mans 
iv Her ; 
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ner; but with this difference, that the Con- 
gelation was at leaft four Inches long. 
Mr. Morand has’ employed this Remedy 


with Succefs, in applying it toa Wound made 


by a Sword in the bending of the Arm; and, 


I myfelf have made ule of it; with great 


Succefs on.occafions where the temporal, and 
intercoftal Arteries have been opened. 

In the laft mentioned Cafes, I applied but 
one piece’ of the Styptic: upon ‘the opening of 


the Artery; and this generally falls off at the: 


firft’ Dreffing, that is, forty-eight Hours after 
the Application, without the leaft Appearance 
of an Hemorrhage, or other ill Symptoms 
which can raife any Objections to this: Styptic ; 
for thofe Patients are all recovered: 

»TuerReE have been lately made at the Hot 
pital of the Invalids two Experiments of this 
Aftringent in Amputations; and in both, the 


Succefs has been equal to all that can be dex 


fired. "The Surgeon, in thefe Cafes, ufed only 
the two Pieces. applied one upon the other, 


_ without ufing the Powder in the Bag,’ !as 


before; and. dreffed the whole Wound with 
| Lint, and the common Bandage. it 
Tuus, then at laft, there appeats to ‘be 
 difcovered a Remedy beyond our hopes, and 
ia | which 
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which Art has never yet equalled... The Ap- 
plication of Fire was the cruel: Refource of 
the Ancients ; and Paré believed himfelf int 
fpired, when he difcovered the ufe of the 
Ligature. But, alas! how many Accidents 
are there, which arife from the ufe of thofe 
two manners, and which too often terminate 
in the Death of the Patient! Happy for us, © 
that thofe Accidents now appear to be no 
longer to be feared by the lucky» Difcovery 
of this Styptic, the firft Experiments of which 
have fo greatly promifed Succefs ! 

‘Ir may be remarked, that, if this Aftrin- 
gent fucceeded only in coagulating the Blood, 
it has produced nothing extraordinary,» for. 
thefe Coagulations would not have been fuf- 
ficient to have {topped the Hemorrhage, di- 
rectly after the Operation in Amputations’;, 
but its excellency lies in contracting the Ar- 
teties fo clofely, that it hardly lets a little 
Probe into the Aperture of the Artery, and by 
this means, forms as it were a perfect Liga- : 
ture, much more certain than the ufual one; 
as this is not made in any one point of the 
Cylinder of a Veflel. ‘Thus this Application 
exceeds every thing which has hitherto. been 


encod by the Operation of our Hands. 
THIS 
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» Tars) fingularity in the Operation of this 
Remedy, fiippofes another in the Veflels, which 
is the great Contractility of the Fibres of the 
Arteries. ‘Thefe, indeed, do naturally contra 
of themfelves, but not to two thirds of theie 
Diameter; nor to that ftate in which they 
are ftraitened by the effect of this Aftringent; 
becaufe by that, the whole Aperture is al- 
moft ‘intirely taken off in the largeft. Veflels, 
and it is eafy to. imagine their Effects in the 
{malleft. | ; , 

Ir may be obferved, that it is not in the 
dead parts of Bodies that this Contraction can 
be made; it requires the Affiftance of the vital 
Principal, and operates on the Fibres by cer- 
tain Articles contained in it, which difpofe 
the Animal Body, by its Irritation to {horten 
its Fibres, and reduce the tiffue which they 
— eompofe in a leffer Volume. 

THis Remedy, of which I. bee es 
_ fpeaking, is nothing elfe- but the Agaric of 
- the Oak. The bef kind of it. is found on 
the Parts of Oak-trees where the large Limbs 
have been cut off, and it very often refembles 


a Horfe-(hoe in its fhape. This Agaric is 


diftinguifned into four parts, the Rind;.the 
fecond Part, which is preferable to the tt 
Xx the 
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the third Part ferves for the ftopping the Blood 
in {maller Veflels, as well as that part which 
touches the Tree; this laft was what was 
powdered, and applied in the little Bag, as 
in the Operations of the Charity. — 
Tue fecond Part is what I make ufe of in 


Amputations, which is cut into pieces of the © 


Size of that which I have fent you. It mutt 
be beaten by a Hammer till it is foft, and 
this is its whole Preparation. Every part 3s 
prepared alike. 

Tue beft time of collecting it Mr. Bro/- 
fard has found to be in the Autumn, in fine 
‘Weather, after great Heats. 

Turis, then, Sir, is all I can colle&t of the 
Ufe, Application, and Preparation of this new 
Remedy for ftopping Blood. If the Royal 
Society fhall find any thing in it worthy their 
regard, I thall think myfelf happy in having 
communicated thefe Obfervations. 

_ Ar the time of reading the above Memoir, 


fome bits of Agaric were exhibited to the ~ 


Royal Society, part of which was delivered to 
me to make trial with, upon the next Oppor- 
tunity, which I did in afew Days after with 


_ Succefs; and prefented the following Account 


of 
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of its effects to the Royal Society, which was 
read. pas one of the Secretaries. 
er ett te the 14th, 1752, Lhurfday. Hatton- 
Garden. 


AGREEABLE to the sens of this Soczety 
I have taken the firft Opportunity | of Com- 
municating the Effects of the Agaric of the 
Oak in ftopping of Heemorrbages, or bleed- 
ing from the principal Veffels after Ampu- 
tation. If I have been too circumftantial in 
my Narrative of the Symptoms and Circum- 
{tances attending the following Cafe; I hope 
you will attribute it merely to the Defire I 
have of giving you all the Satisfaction I am 
‘capable of, relating to the Experiment made 
with this Styptic and this Ihave been more 
particularly induced to, as it is the firft Cafe 
‘of the Kind offered to your Confideration, 
where this Application has. been made ule of 
; ‘in epee, | 
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Gin SS) Eno BY. 
Of an Amputation. of the Leg. 


‘Aiurday, December the gth, 1752, CHS 

aged 24, had her Leg amputated below 
the Knee, at twelve o’Clock at Noon on 
account of an incurable Ulcer, with which 
fhe had been afflicted for 13 Years. She loft . 
very little Blood in ‘the. Operation. Imme- 
diately after the Amputation, a Piece of Aga- 
ric of a proper Size (the fame which was 
delivered to me by the Royal Society for this 
purpofe) was applied to the Mouths of the 
principal Arteries. ‘Two other ‘{fmall pieces 
of Agaric were applied to the Mouths of two 
fmaller Arteries; which appeared’ at fome dif- 


tance from the principal ones. Upon: the | 


Pieces of Agaric, Doffils of Lint» were: ap- 
plied, and over all, a Pledgit of Tow: {pread 
with yellow Bafilicon, which were kept) on 
by the common Bandages made ufe of in 
fuch cafes, and applied with the ufual degree 
ef tightnefs. 


Fok 
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For about an Hour and quarter after the 
Operation, the Tourniquet was kept on mode- 
rately tight at a convenient Diftance above 
the Knee, at the end of which time, it was 
flackened fo as to have no. degree of Preflure 
upon the Femoral Artery. The Patient was 
much eafier than I had.ever obferved after 
the ufe of the Needle and Ligatures. Her 
Pulfe appeared very little difturbed, till about 


four o’Clock this, Afternoon, when the Symp-— 


tomatic Fever. began to come flightly on, 
attended now and then with convulfive Twitch- 
ings of the Stump and Thigh; for which 
_ Reafons the Tourniquet was fomewhat tightned. 
At feven oClock this Evening the Tourniquet 
-was quite let’ loofe; foon after which, the 
eonvulfive. Twitchings became lefs frequent, 
and Jefs fevere; thefe Spafims of the Limb 
She bad been, long. ufed to have, and by her 
sown, account,, they had been more fevere 
before the Operation than fince. 


., Spe had but little reft this Evening; Sunday | 


“Morning the appeared as well as could be ex- 


-pected, her Pulfe was calm, and fhe had no 


»particular Complaints. At twelve o’Clock at 
Night fhe fell afleep, and fo continued till 
sfeven o'Clock the next Morning. | 
"9 Monday 
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Monday Morning fhe appeared. well, . her 
Pulfe was calm, and fhe had no particular Pain. 
Monday Night the flept but little, but was very 
eafy the whole Time; Iuefday Morning the 
appeared very well, and her Pulfe quiet; 
this Morning fhe was dreffed in the ufual 
Manner, her’ Wound appeared with a very 
good Afpect. She has fuffered no Pain in ‘the 
Part where the Agaric was applied, and is 
in all refpeéts as well as can be expetted. 
At feven o’Clock this Evening I vifited her, 
fhe was perfectly eafy, the convulfive Twitch- 
ings of which fhe at firft complained, are 
quite removed. a 
 Thurfday December 14, fhe continues well; 
her Wound was drefied again this Maes 
from which there appeared a very proper Dif- 
charge of Matter, not in the leaft tinged with 
Blood. The whole of the Agaric with the 
reft_ of the Dreffings were removed without 
giving Pain. Upon the Removal of the Aga-_ 
ric, I enquired narrowly, whether I could 
difcover the Extremities of the Arteries, or 
their Pulfation, but there was not the leat 
appearance of either of them: From this time 
fhe continued to mend without the leaft Inter- 
ruption, till fhe was difmiffed the Hofpital. | 
iA 
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A fhort Hiftory of the Effects of the Agaric 
of the Oak in flopping of Bleedings, after 
fome of the moft capital Operations in Sur- 
gery; with an Account of the Manner of its 
atting upon the Veffels. Communicated to the 
- Royal Society. | 


i December 1752, 1 had the Honour of 
communicating to the Royal Society the 
good Effects of the Agaric of the Oak in 
the Cafe of a young Woman aged 24, whofe 
Leg I had cut off below the Knee. Since 
that time, I have not heard of any farther 
Trials which have been made with it, or 
of any Accounts that have been given to 
the Society of its great Ufefulnefs in Sur- 
gery. This may probably arife from the 
- Virtues of the Agaric not being as yet much 
known in England, or from the unwillingnefs 
of Surgeons to adopt fuch a Method as. they 
‘may probably fuppofe to be attended with 
hazard. ‘The great Succefs which attended 


my firft Experiment of this kind, was a- 


fafficient Inducement to me to make a far- 
ther Trial of it in other Cafes of the like 
| xX 4 nature. 
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nature. This Ihave lately done in four more 
Inftances; all of which have~ been. .attended 
with Succefs equal to the firft. The particular 
Advantage of the Agaric is evidently this, that 
it has generally the power of effectually re- 
{training the Bleeding without giving Pain; 
for which reafon there appears to be much 
lefS of the Symptomatic Fever than what 
occurs after the ufe of the Needle and Li- 
gature ; which is, by much; the moft painful 
Procefs of the. Operation in Amputations, 
and is fometimes.produGive .of Convulfions, 
as has been obferved by Monfieur Le Dran 
in his Chapter of Amputations, under which 
Circumftances he particularly advifes: the cut~ 
ting the Ligatures, Gc. The Ligatures have 


Mometimes the farther Inconvenience of remain- 
ing quite fixed to the Jaft, on whichoaccount 


they . unavoidably. retard the Bealing of the 
‘Wound. - 

. Besrpes the effect of reftraining the He. 
Sari in all recent Wounds, ’ which''the 
Agaric. has very often in common? with» the 
Ligature, it has one great Advantage peculiar 


» to itfelf, which is that of  reftraining ‘the 
» Bleeding \in» Wounds © of »feveral Days or 


Weeks ftanding, where the Parts’ are’ be- 


Se come 
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come fo rotten as to be incapable of bear- 
ing the Ligature. This [have known to have 


been the Effect of it in feveral Inftances. 


where the Ligature has been attempted in 


vain. ‘The manner in which the Agaric 
acts, is. by contracting, or purfing up the 


Extremities of the divided Veffels. I had 
an Opportunity of enquiring into this Fact 


in a Patient whofe Leg was cut off below 


the Knee. Immediately after the Amputa- 
tion, pieces of Agaric were applied to, and 
properly . fecured upon the Mouths of all the 
principal Vefiels. In about an Hour after 
the Operation: the Stump bled a-frefh; on 
which account I removed all the Dreflings, 
except thofe pieces of Agaric that were at 
firft applied. This gave me an Opportunity 
‘of difcovering the Source of the Henorrhage, 
owhich was from a collateral Veflel at leaft 
an Inch diftant from the principal ‘ones, 
When I had fecured the Veffel, I had the 
-Curiofity. to remove the bits of Agaric from 
thofe very parts to which they were at firft 
applied... Lebferved the Mouths of the Vef- 
fels tobe totally contracted in fo fhort a {pace 
of Time, and to be capable of refifting the 
whole Force of . the Circulation; the Extre- 

mities 
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mities of the Vefiels being altered from their 
natural {hape of a Cylinder, to. that Of 3 
Cone. After having faid thus much in favour 
of the Agaric, I fhall conclude with a. Refer- 
ence to. the following Cafes, as fome Confir- 
mation of what has been above advanced. 


CASE LVL 


Of an Amputation of the Leg. 
Cas & the rf. 


AY 1754, F. L. aged 51, had been 

Jong afflicted with an Ulcer in his Leg, 
which at length became fo general (occafioned 
by an Impoverifhment of the whole Mafs of 
Blood, anda conftant flow Fever with which 
he had been for fome time afflicted), as, to 
deftroy the greateft. part of the Tendons and 
Mufcles: from the Calf of. the. Leg down 
to thep Ancles,.. The, Difcharge., from . the 
Wound. had bean for fome. Weeks fo. excef- 
five, as..to reduce him to. the greateft, Extre- 
mity and the.whole Subftances of the: Tibia 


atid Fidula appeared quite rotten for a confider- 


able length. In 


Casns in SURGERY. 
‘In Confideration of the foregoing Symptoms, 
it was recommended to him to part with the 
Limb (though at the fame time the Succefs 
of the Operation was judged to be very pre- 
carious, on account of his great weaknefs; 
and bad habit of Body) which he readily 
affented to, and I performed the oer 
in the following manner. ~~ 
Tue Patient being feated upon a Table sk 
a convenient height, and properly fecured by 
Affiftants, a Linen Comprefs about two Inches 
broad was applied round the Thigh a little 
above the Knee. Upon this the Screw Tour- 
niquet was fixed, with a degree of tightnefs 
fufficient to prevent the courfe of the Blood 
sees the Femoral Artery and its Branches. 
Me sgn st Ab being done, I applied a piece of Tape 
round the” Leg, about five Inches below: the 
Knee, as a Direction for the Knife; then I 
proceeded to divide the Integuments quite 
through, which were drawn back by an Af- 
fiftant, and afterwards divided the Mufcles: as 
near as poflible to the’ Integuments quite to 
the Bone. Immediately after this, Iintroduced 
the Catline betwixt the T7dia and Fibula, with 
which I divided the inter Bee a 
| Sa 
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&e, and then proeacant to faw through the 
Bones. » | 
IMMEDIATELY after: .the Amputation, I 
looked: for the principal ‘Arteries, and eafily dif- 
covered, them without flackening the Tourni- 
quet, (which I have feldom had oceafion to do 
in: Operations of this kind.) Upon the Mouths 
of thefe Veffels I applied fall bits of Aga- 
tic, about the fize of a Shilling, as well as 
upon ‘the Mouths of the {maller Veffels 
which difeovered themfelves by their oozing. 
Upon the bits of Agaric I applied {oft Layers 
of Lint. All thefe were covered with a 
Pledgit ‘of ‘Tow {pread with ‘yellow Bafilicon, 
and pro en tecure on by the common Ban- 
dage. | 

Axzsout three or four Minutes after he was 


rolled up, and put to. bed, I difcovered the 


Blood to difcharge freely through the Dret 
fings, upon which I tightened the Tourniquet 
in expectation of flopping the Bleeding, but 
this appeared evidently to encreafe it. |. 

-' Seping this uncommon efte@, I quite 
flackened the Tourniquet, upon) which the 
Bleeding immediately ceafed. This. I was led 
to from a Suppofition that the. Veins had 


yehably fuftered fo great a Compreffion from 


5 the 
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the Inftrument, as to be incapable of return- 
ing that Blood which was carried to the neigh+ 
bouring Parts by the collateral Arteries arifing 
from the principal Trank- above ‘the Ligature. 
But whether this was the true Reafon or not, 
I cannot take upon me to determine ; however 


the fact was, that the Bleeding immediately 


ceafed, and did not return again. 

Tue Patient was drefled on the fourth 
Day after the Operation, and the whole of 
the Agaric was removed. Since then he has 
been treated in the common Method without 
any farther ufe of the Agaric. ‘The Patient 
has had very little Fever or Pain fince, and 
was well. in health nine Weeks after the 
Operation, but the Wound was not then 
healed. . 


317 


gus 


Casets i SURGERY. 


page eeree nae Ee 


CASE LVIL 
Of an Amputation of a Breaft. 
ome cer atic eaters 


wypar 1754, E. H. avery lufty Woman, 
“* 38 Years of Age, had been afflicted for 


fome ‘time with a difeafed Breaft, which at 


-Tength became cancerous. The Bafis of the 


Breaft was: much larger than common, and 
was complicated with a-confiderable Schirrous 
Knot which extended to the Arm-pit. 

As things were thus circumftanced, it was 
plain that nothing could be advifed, but: the 
Amputation of the Part; which fhe confented 
to after fome Weeks deliberation, and. I 
performed the Operation in the: se | 
manner. 

“Tue Patient being feated upon a long 


| Stool of a- convenient’ height, and an -Af- 


fiftant behind her, who fecured her by clafp- 
ing her ‘round the Watfte, ‘I feated mnyfelf i in 
a Chair oppofite to her, and: fupporting the 


Breatt with my left Hand, I began with 


making 
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making a femicircular Incifion upon its fuperior 
Part with a round edged Knife, which was 
continued quite to the pectoral Mufcle. After 
this, I difcovered an adhefion ofa Part of the 
Balis of the Breaft to the pectoral Mutcle, 
from whence I feparated it; then I proceeded 
to divide the Integuments quite round on its 
inferior part, and finifhed the Amputation by 
diffecting the inferior Part of the Breaft from 
the lower Part of the pectoral Mufcle, upon 
which it lay loofe, and quite free from ad 
hefion. 

In the Operation, maaan Dill of a con- 
fiderable fize were divided, which were com- 
prefled by the Fingers of an Affiftant, till the 
whole of. the Breaft was removed. ; 
AFTER cutting off the Breaft, I made a 
longitudinal Incifion through the Integuments 
quite to the Extent of the Schirrous Tumour; 
which afforded me fufficient Room to-diffe@ 
it out. 

In removing the Tumour, I neceflarily di- 
vided. a aonfiderable, anny which. nourifhed 
ike «| 

T HE ‘Wound, was large, and bled fel 
fcom, five, or, fix Aptos oi ee 


hes © ‘t » 
a 
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I mane ufe of no other method to ftop the 
Bleeding than the Application of pieces of 
Agaric to the Mouths of the Veflels, which 
were properly fecured on by a Flannel Roller, 
after being firft covered with common dry 
Lint, and a Pledgit of Tow fpread with Di- 
geftive. The Symptomatic Fever was very 
flight; fhe has been quite free from thofe 
painful Spafms which conftantly arife from 
the ufe of the Needle and Ligature. There 
has not been the leaft lofs of Blood fince the 
Operation. Her Wound was drefled on the 
fourth Day, when the whole of the Agaric 
came away. Since then it has been treated in 
the common Method. She is very well, and 
her Wound was at the Point of being healed 
in nine Weeks after the Operation. 


CASE 
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Of an Amputation of a Leg, 


/ AY 1754,:G. W.; aged 12 Years, was 


admitted into the Hofpital with a Com- 
plaint in one of his Ancles and Feet, with 
which he had been afflicted for fome time. 
The Difeafe was an Abfcefs in the Joint of his 
Ancle; and he had another Abfcefs on. the 
upper part of the fame Foot, which had dit 
charged, and continued to difcharge fo. much 
as to wafte his whole Limb, to bring on an 
hectic Fever, and to render him incapable of 
putting his Foot to the Ground without bring- 
ing on exceflive Pain. 

He had very little Appetite, the Ligaments 
of the Ancle and Foot, as well as the Bones 
of this part were much enlarged, and become 
carious. 

In confideration of thefe Circumftances, and 
not being able to cure, or give him Relief by 
any other Methods, I advifed the Amputation 
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of the Leg, which was complied with, and 
I performed the Operation on the 13th of May 
1764, in the manner as before defcribed, and 
in the ufual Place below the Knee. 

Tur Agaric and Drefiings were applied as 
in the preceding Cafes, which anfwered per- 
fectly well in all Refpedcis. | 

Tue Tourniquet was quite removed in ten 
Minutes after the Patient was put to Bed. 
He has had very little Fever, Reftlefinefs, or 
Pain fince the Operation. 

His Wound was dreffed on the 5th Day 


after the Operation, and the whole of the 
‘Agaric was then removed. 


"Pre Patient is very well in Health, and ‘his 
Wound was very near being well in eight 


‘Weeks after the Operation. 
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CASE- LIX. 
Of an Amputation of a Leg. 
AY 1754, R. B. aged 54, was admitted 
into the Hofpital with a Mortification in 


his Foot, which, notwithftanding all the 
means ufed in Phyfic and Surgery for his Re- 


lief, continued to advance till it extended to 


about two Inches above the Joint of the An- 
cle, where at length it ftopped, after having 
deftroyed the feveral Tendons, Ligaments, 


> 


and Periofteum, which belong to the neigh- 


bouring Parts. 
Tue Patient was of a very bad habit of 
- Body, his Countenance was fallow, his Pulfe 
quick and languid. He was ina very weak 
ftate, and his whole Mafs of Blood greatly 
impoverifhed. He at the fame time had a 
Mortification in the other Foot, which de- 
prived him of all his Toes. 
WueENn the Mortification was feparated, 
and his habit of Body improved by proper 
ie Medicines 


323 


CASES Mm SURGERY? 
Micdicines and Time, the Amputation of the 
Limb: was advifed, which he confented to; 
and I performed the Operation in the ufual 
place below the Knee, on the 21ft of May 
1754, andin the fame manner as has been 
already defcribed in the Cafe of F. ZL. p. 314- 

I MADE ufe of no other Methods to ftop 
the Bleeding than the Agaric, which was ap- 
plied to the Mouths of the Vefiels, as in the 
preceding Cafes. 

IMMEDIATELY after the Operation and_ 
Drefiings were finifhed, the Patient was re- 
moved to Bed, and the Tourniquet taken off. 


He has not had the leaft lois of Blood fince 


the Operation. 


Tue Pain and Fever have been very incon- 
fiderable. 

Ir is now eight Weeks fince the Operation 
was performed;. the Patient. is alive, and-his 
Wounds as_ near being well, as the Time, 


his Age, and bad habit of Body can be bP 


pofed to admit of. 
REMARK, 


Tue Cafe of Te L. has fomething fingular 


in it, and particularly proves the extraordinary 


efficacy and ufefulnefs of the Agaric, 
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- T wave already taken notice how frequently 
it'is impra@ticable to make a proper ufe of 
the Needle and Ligature in Wounds of. long 
ftanding ; and I farther know from Experience 
that it is no uncommon thing to meet with 
the fame Difappointments even in recent 
Wounds that are made upon, difeafed Parts. 
So that I think it may be reafonably quetti oned, 


whether I fhould not have met with the like ; 
Difficulty in this Subjet, had I attempted to 


fecure the Veflels by Ligatures. 


qnapenenencnceeecnen 
O TA Sq Ba pee 
Of an Gens of the Leg. 


HIS Operation was performed fince the 
Communication of the four Beret 
‘Cafes to the Royal Society. 

Fuly the 6th 1754, H. R.a young Man of 
24 Years of Age, was admitted into the Hof 
pital on the 25th of 4pri/ of this Year, on 
“account of a Difeafe in his left Foot. 

Tue Part was much enlarged and inflamed. 
He had a Fever, and there was a confiderable 

rs Col- 
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Collection of Matter which pointed on the 
upper and outer part of the Foot, betwixt the 
Extremities of the Tzbia and Fibula. 

Tue Tumour was opened by Cauftic, and 


difcharged about a Quart of very feetid Matter, 


THERE was a fecond Abfcefs formed on the 
Infide of the Leg, under the Tendo Achilhs, 
which was opened by Incifion. 

From the Account given me by the Patient, 


the Diforder had been about fixteen Months 


ftanding, and took its rife from a ftrained An- — 
cle, which was immediately fucceeded with 
a confiderable degtee of Pain and Swelling. 
But by Reft, and the Application of warm 
Vinegar to the Part, thefe Symptoms were foon 
removed, and he continued eafy and perfely 


well for a few Weeks, when he had the Mif- 


fortune to ftrain the fame Ancle again. 
From the Moment of the fecond Acci- 


dent, the Patient became lame, his Ancle and 
Foot fwelled, and his Diforder increafed for 
two Months. 


In this fituation he put himélf under the 
Care of an eminent Surgeon, The Tumour 
terminated in an Abfcefs, and was opened by 
Incifion, 


Tuis 
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THIs Collection of Matter was fucceeded 
by {everal others, whi ch were opened i in the 
fame manner. 

Tur Wounds, were cured in about eighteen 
Weeks, and the Patient was reftored to the 
perfect Ufe and Motion of his Foot. © 

He continued quite well for fix Months, 
when on a fudden, the Foot became painful, 
and {welled again without any previous Acci- 
dent, and foon afterwards one of the former 


Wounds broke out, from whence there arofe - 


a confiderable Fungus. 
In confequence of the Difeate, the Leg was 


become wafted, the Patient was inaecabta of | 


putting his Foot to the Ground, he refted very 
little, his Appetite was bad, his Pulfe quick 
and low, the whole Ancle and Foot were 
greatly enlarged. | 

From thefe Circumftances, and all Attempts 
to relieve him having failed, it was judged 
“advifeable to Amputate the Limb; which I 
did this Morning in the ufual Place below 
the Knee, and in the eine manner as has 
been already defcribed. 

Wuen the Leg was cut off, bits of Agaric 
were placed upon the Mouths of the feveral 
si as in the preceding Cafes, and the 
vi ber’ fame 
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fame kinds of Dreflings and Bandage applied 
over them; the Patient was immediately re- 
moved to Bed, and in a few Minutes after, the 
‘Tourniquet was let quite loofe. 

Uron flackening the Tourniquet, the Pa- 
tient complained of a Convulfionin his Stump, 
which was fucceeded by a Difcharge of Blood 
through the Dreffings from the Arteria Tibialis 
Antica. 

SEEING this, I tightened the Tourniquet, 
upon which the Bleeding ceafed. I kept the 
Tourniquet moderately tight for a Quarter of 
an Hour, and then loofened it again. ‘The 
Patient, upon its being loofened, complained of 
areturn of the Spafm in his Stump, and there 
prefently enfued a fecond Difcharge of Blood 


from the fame Vefiel.- On this Account, I 


tightened the Tourniquet again, and com- 
prefled the Femoral Artery; upon which the 
Bleeding immediately ceafed. I kept'the Li- 
gature moderately tight for about a Quarter of 
an Hour, and then loofened it till iphad «no 


degree of Preflure upon the Artery. From 


this time, the Bleeding rll ite and “did’ not 

return again. 
Upon the whole, Tj udge that the entity 
of Blood which ‘was loft in confequence of the 
| Ope- 
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Operation did not amount to cight Ounces ; 
and of this I am very certain, becaufe I had 
placed a Bafon under the Stump for the Re- 
ception of the Blood, which amounted to 
about three Ounces; and allowing there was 
the fame Quantity, or a little more, abforbed 
by the Dreffings and Rollers, the whole could 
not amount to:more than I have fuppofed; 
which Evacuation, after an Operation of this 
kind, is more likely to be ferviceable than in- 
jurious to the Patient, when he has not been 
much reduced by the Difeafe. 

‘Tue Patient refted very well the Night after 
the Operation, he had {carcely any fymptoma- 
tic Fever, and the next Morning was per- 
fectly eafy. 

From this time he cuntanied to go on very 
well without the leaft interruption, or return 
of the Bleeding. 

Ture Wound was dreGied on the 4th Day, 
when the whole of the Agaric was removed, and 
only the common Digeftive applied to theStump; 
I examined-whether I could difcover the Ex- 
_tremities of the Veflels, or any Pulfation in 
the Wound, but could not. 

Tue Wound was dreffed again on oe 6th 
Day ; the Patient remains very well, he has 

had 
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had hardly any Fever or Uneafinef, a 
Wound 1s in a perfect good State. . 

- On the 7th and 8th Days the Patient was 
very well, his Wound continued from this time 
to go welbon till his Cure, which was com- 
pleated in eleven Weeks. 

. | REMARK. 3 

_ Upon examining into the Condition of the 
Foot, after it was Amputated, a great part of 
the Capfular Ligament of the Ancle-Joint ap- 
peared. to be deftroyed. The fuperior part of 
the Affragalus, and inferior part of the Tibza_ 
were deprived of their Cartilages. The Inte- 
guments and neighbouring Tendons were greatly 
thickened, and adhered infeparably to, each 
other.. The Membrana Adipofa had the. Ap- 
pearance of a Cartilage. he Tarfal, and Me- 
tatarfal Bones were much enlarged. 


N. B. Tur Reafon of my difcontinuing the 
ufe of the Agaric from December 17 752, to May 
1754, was owing to my not being able to 
procure fuch as I believed might be depended 
upon, But fince [ have had it in my power 
to procure the genuine Species of Agaric, I 
have always ufed it; and haye never as yet 

met 
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met with one Inftance of its failure; nor have 
I ever been under.a neceffity of applying it a 
fecond time after any Operation whatfoever, 
except in that Inftance which has been taken 
notice of in the Introdution to thefe Cafes. 

Besrpes the particular Operations of which 
I have already given an Account, I could treat 
of feveral others wherein I have applied the 
Agaric with’ equal Benefit: But I look upon 
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it as unneceflary to give a Detail of its Effects _ 


upon Veflels of lefs confequence than thole I 
have already fpoken of; concluding it muft 
neceflarily be allowed, that whatever Styptic 
is powerful enough to fupprefs an Hemorrhage 
from the larger Veflels, mult, ceteris paribus, 
be fufficiently powerful to fupprefs an Hemor- 
rhage from the {maller, provided it can be 
applied and retained upon the Mouths of the 
divided Vefiels with equal Advantage ; and it 
is. probable that the Application of the Agaric 


will prove not only of great ule after moft 


Operations where the Needle and Ligature 
may be adyantageoully ufed, but particylarly 
fo in ftopping the Bleeding from thofe Veffels 
which are divided in the lateral Operation 
for the Stone, as well as the Bleeding from 
any other wounded Veffels, which, ton their 


deep 
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deep Situation cannot be fecured with the 
Needle and Ligatures. : 


FOXONOXO\OONONONG 1) DODO WONDNO OOO’ 


CAS E. LX 


Of an’ Amputation above the Knee, where the 
Agaric was applied unfuccefsfully. 


7+ ROM the uninterrupted Succefs which | 
f had met with in the feveral preceding 
Operations, 1 was encouraged to try the Effects 
of the Agaric in a Veffel of a much larger Size 
than any I had hitherto attempted: Having 
occafion therefore, about three Weeks ago, to 
cut off the Leg of a young Man aged 20, on 
account of a carious Tibia, and Luxation of 
the Knee, which Difeafe had been about 14 
Months ftanding ; I applied to the Femoral 
Artery, and to its collateral Branches, fome 
of the fame kind of Agaric which I had before 


cuted: in the preceding Amputations, and in the 


fame manner as is there defcribed. After 


having rolled up the Stump, and put the Pa- 


tient to Bed, I continued the Tourniquet and 
Ligature upon the Thigh for about 8 or 10 
Minutes, as tight as was neceflary to reftrain 


the 
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the Flux of Blood; at the end of which time, I 
gradually loofened the Ligature until it had a 
very {mall degree of Preffare upon the Femoral 
Artery. After it had been let loofe about two 
Minutes I perceived the Stump to Bleed; this 
gave occafion to my tightening the Ligature, 
which I kept fo for about 10 or 12 Minutes, 
and then gradually flackened it again; upon 
which the Wound bled afrefh. Seeing this, 
I repeated the Stri€ture of the Ligature; in 
which ftate I kept it for about half an Hour, 
and then gradually flackened it again. Upon 
flackening the Ligature, I perceived the Stump 
to bleed very: freely; on which account I 
tightened the Ligature again, and effectually 
reftrained the Hemorrhage. After thefe feve- 
ral Trials, I confidered the Agaric as incapable 
of having the defired Effet upon fo large a 
Veffel; and being determined not to rifque the 
Life of the Patient, I immediately took off the 


Roller and Dreffings, and fecured the Femoral 


Artery with the crooked Needle and Ligature ; 
after which there was no return of the He- 


morrbage, and the Patient is now in a fair way 


of Recovery. 
Tus is the only Inftance in which I have 
tried the EffeCts of the Agaric in the divided 
Femoral 
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Femoral Artery; if upon a fecond Experiment 
of the fame kind, it thould be found equally 
unfuccefsful, I fhall then be induced to con- 
fider this Application as ufeful only in Ampu- 
tations of the Leg below the Knee, and in 
Amputations of the Arm below the Elbow, as 
well as in all other Operations where Vefiels 
of a fmaller Size are divided: As yet I have 
had no Opportunity of trying the Agaric to the 
divided humeral Artery; though I have been 
very well informed by a Surgeon who fpent 
fome time in Paris, that he. faw an Inftance 
of a divided humeral Artery where the Agaric 
-was applied with Succefs,; andthe Patient re- 
covered without any future Hemorrhage; which 
piece of Hiftory will be a fufhcient Inducement 
to me to make Trial of it in the like Cafe 
when an Opportunity fhall offer; and efpecially 
as thefe Experiments may be always made 
without-the Patient’s renning any rifque, or in- 
«urting any incfeafed degree of Pain. 
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Of an Amputation of the Leg where the Agaric 
fucceeded: When the Needle and Lagature 
could not take place. 


V.ayoung Man 15 Years of age, had his 
Leg cut off below the Knee in’ 4rd 
1754, on account of a difeafed Ancle-Joint, 
and rotten Bones of the upper a of the 
Foot. 

ImmepiaTecy ‘after the di psatation of the 


_ ®@ 


Limb, the Surgeon who performed the Opera- — 


tion, proceeded to ftop the bleeding Arteries 
by tying them with the crooked Needle, : a 
Ligatures, 

ArTer the feveral Veflels were Beckiciy 
fecured, the Patient's Wound was carefully 
dreffed with Lint, Flower, &c. and he was 
removed to his Bed. 

In a few Hours after the Opeimion, (upon 
the coming on of the Symptomatic Fever) 
the Stump bled fo much from the Collateral 
Veffels, as made it abfolutely neceffary to re- 
move all the Dreffings, and to have recourfe 

te 
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_to the farther ufe of the crooked Needle and 


Ligatures to tye up thofe Veflels, which at firft 
did not appear to bleed, but which now bled 


_very freely: This Method effectually anfwered 


the prefent Intention, and there was no return 
of the Hemorrhage till the fixth Day after 
the performance of the Operation, when the 
Wound bled again profufely. 

_ Upon this accident the Patient loft fo great 


.a Quantity of Blood as greatly exhaufted him 
before any Affiftance could be given him, 
which was again attempted by a repeated ufe 


of the Needle and Ligatures, but in vain; 
for upon endeavouring to pafs the Needle 
through the flefhy Portions on each. fide: of 
the Veffels, the parts were found fo loofe, 
and fo rotten, as tobe incapable of admitting 
of this Procefs, and. of the neceflary Stricture 
with the Ligature without tearing them away: 
This determined the Surgeon who attended 


the Patient to try, the effects of a piece, of 


Agaric, which he applied to. the Wound, 


and retained upon. it. for. forty-eight’ Hours; 


at the end of forty-eight Hours, the WRC 

of the Agaric was removed. 

_ From the time the Agaric. was applied these 

Was. ho return of the. bleeding 5 3, and every 
3 thing 
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thing went happily on till the Cure was 
completed. | 


SSSSSSSSSSSHSSSSSSSsossses 
AVS HE “DRT, 


Of an Amputation of the Leg, above Knee, 
where the Agaric was applyed with Succefs. 


D F. a young Lad aged 16 Years, had 
” fora long time been afflicted with a 
Difeafe of his right Knee, attended with a 
confiderable Enlargement, and Caries of the 
Bones, (to wit, the lower Extremity or Con- 
dyles of the Os Femoris, and the upper appen~ 
dage of the Izdzz) the Swelling was accom- 
panied with feveral fiftulous Ulcerations 
of the Integuments, and Ligaments of that 
Joint. | : 
Te Difcharge from the Wounds was very 
confiderable, foetid, and oily. The parts of 
the Limb above the Knee, as well as thofe 
below the Knee were much wafted. 

The Patient was almoft continually in great 
Pain, his Appetite was very bad, and he 
could get but little Reft: For thefe feveral 
Reafons I cut off the Limb a little above the 

ie cif- 


337 


339 


CASes i SURGERD 

difeafed Portion of the Thigh-bone. After the 
Amputation of the Limb, I applyed the Agaric 
to the, Femoral Artery, and its collateral 
Branches, together with the. Lint, ‘Pledgit of 
Cerate, foft comprefs of Cieve and the Band- - 
ages as ufual. 
) Tue Tourniquet, and Ligature were kept 
moderately tight upon the upper part of the 
Thigh for a quarter of an Hour. after the 
Operation: At the end of a quarter of an 
Hour, the Tourniquet and Ligature were re- 
moved, 

Tur Patient had no bleeding at all co 
the progrefs of his Cure, which was See 
in about ten Weeks. | 

He took no Opiate after the Operation, and 
there were no fevere Spafms of the Stump: 
But notwithftanding the Succefs that. attended 
the ufe of the Agaric in this Operation, I con- 
fidered the rifque of a great and fudden lofs 
of Blood from. the Mouth of fo alarge:. an 
Artery as that of the Thigh to be very g great ; ; 
fuppofing the Agaric had flipped by any means 
fromthe -Parts to. which it was applyed; and 
for this reafon alone, I have. never fince ape 
plyed_ the Agaric uBR the div ided Femoral 


Bstery. 
R E- 
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| i Amputations of the Leg above Knee, I 
have in a variety of Subjects, and with — very 
confiderable Advantage, applied a few Slips of 
Sticking-plaifter acrofs the Stump, each of 
thefe Slips of Plaifter muft be about an Inch 
broad, and fufficiently long to extend from 
one fide of the Wound to the other; in the 
fame manner as Monfieur Le Dran has recom= 
mended in his Defcription of the Amputation 
of the Thigh in his excellent Treatife of Ope- 
rations. : 

~ THEsE Slips 0 of Plaifter fot only ferve the 
purpofe of contracting the Wound in an effec- 
tual manner, and that without the leaft degree 
of prefent, or future Pain to the Patient, but 
at the fame time they make a very neceffary 
preflure upon the Integuments, which are by 
this contrivance fo far brought forwards and 
retained tpon the Surface of the divided Vef- 
fels, and Mufcles of the Limb, as in a great 


meafure to prevent a fecond Hemorrbage, 
which upon the encreafe of the fymptomatic - 


Fever, very often happens from the finaller 
Vefiels of the Wound being more than ufually 
| (ite ae diftended 
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diftended by the encreafed Velocity, and Force 
of the Blood. 

Wuen théfe feveral Slips of Plaifter, are 
made, ufe of, the cuftom of compreffing. the 
Stump with the Palm of the Hand for many 
Hours after the epee ie is in a great meafure 
anneceflary. 

Tue Slips of Plaifter fhould not be removed 
from the Stump till they become quite loofes 
and: are near falling off; which in general they 
will. be found to be at the fecond or third time 
of dreffing the Wound; that is, in about 
fix or feven Days after the Operation ; wlhien 
freth Slips of Plaifter fhould again be applyed 
acrofs the Stump, in the fame manner “as 
was at firft done. 

Tue. application’ of thefe Plaifters may be 
repeated as often as is thought neceflary. 
~ In Amputations of the Arm: above the El- 
bow, Ihave made ufe of the fame! kind’ °of 
traniverfe Plaifters to advantage ;’ but in’Am- 
putations of the Leg below’ Knee, and in 
Amputations of the Arm below the Elbow, on 
account of the Tightnefs of the Integuments, 
and Mufcles, as: well as. by reafon’ of the'en= 
creafed Surface ‘of the Bones: in thefe - parts, 
the = allay of the: a Plaifters will 


not 
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not be found fo ufeful and advantageous 2s 
they will be above the Knee, or Elbow- Joints ; 
where there is one Bone only, and where the 


Integuments and Mufcles are more loofely 


connected together, and to the Bone. 


NV. .B. Tue application of thefe tran{verfe 


Slips of Plaifters will not only be found bene- 
ficial in Amputations of the Leg above the 
Knee, and in Amputations of the Arm aboye 
the Elbow,. but they will often be found 
ferviceable in Amputations of Breafts, and in 
the extirpation of large  encyfted Tumours 
from the Head, Face, Trunk, or Extremi- 
ties.:13 7 : 
Tue length and number at thefe Slips: of 
Plaifter.muft differ according to the fize of the 
Wound. | 

For the. Stumps of young Baia two “ok 
thefe Slips, of Sticking-plaifter about an Inch 
in breadth. will be found fufficient: But in 
Adults, I generally apply. three or four Slips 
of the. Plaifter for this purpofe. - | 

_, Brrore thefe Slips of Plaifter are catia 

a fingle headed. Roller, about three Inches 
oft and. fix or feven Yards long, mut be 
Baried twice round the Wafte of the Patient, 

ye and 
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and from thence thé Roller muft'be applied 
round the Thigh ina Spiral mariner ‘till ‘it 
arrives within an Inch of the Edges of the 
Wound, where it is to be confined by pinning 
or fowing the Roller, taking care not to apply 
the Bandage fo tight as to give pain, nor fo 
flack as to admit’ of the receding of the 
Integuments. If the Amputation be of the 
Arm above the Elbow the fame kind of 
Roller muft be conveyed obliquely acrofs the 
upper part of the’ Trunk, and from thence 
muft be continued to within an Inch of the 
Edges of the Wound previous to the applica- 
tion of the Layers of Plaifter. When we 
have proceeded thus far, a Quantity of Lint, 

fufficient to cover the end» of the Stump, 
muft be applied upon the Sticking-plaitters : 

But no Lint or any other application fhould be 
made to the Wound ‘before the» Plaifters are 
Jayed acrofs the Stump, fince that ’would>in 
nd 
from fo nearly approaching oné ‘another ‘as 
they otherwife' would do: Over'the’ Lint’ and 


‘Layers of Plaifter, a Pledgit of foft Tow} fpread 


with ‘ome’ cooling ‘Ointment;'and°upon the 
Pledgit, a thick broad and fquare Comiprefs of 
cli tis 5 eae? i tAaT) og zy ; £ “the 
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the fame.kind. of ‘Tow mutt. be. placed, as. is 
glk done. in thefe Operations. 

‘Tur Dreffings in general need. not be re- 
moved. till four Days after the performance ‘of 
the Operation, unle{s there fhould be a neceflity 
for fo doing on. account.of a fecond. Hamar 
rhage, or ides any other good Reafon. 


Rey A SRY ToXIVG 


Of an Amputation of the Arm above the Elborg 
. where the Agaric was applied with Succefi. 


M5. 1755 Ff. C.aged 33 Years, was 
“afflicted with a Difeafe of the Elbow- 


Joint, attended with a. confiderable enlarge- 
ment of the: Condyles-of the Os Humeri, and 
the -Pracefus, Olecranon of the Ulnas There 
cw ee sofeveral: fiftulous Uleers that. appeared 
‘externally; from, whence fo great a Quantity 
a thin, oily, . fetid Matter was. continually 
‘difcharged, as very much reduced him. The 
‘Patient. was Hedtical, andthe part Difeafed. «vas 
an fo great) and. conftant. Pain as to render 
‘Life infupportable. ‘The Limb. above the El- 


-bew-Joint, was confiderably wafted : Upon in- 


A troducing | 
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troducing a Probe through either of the fiftu- 
lous Ulcerations, a very evident Caries of the 
Bones. was difcoverable, attended with fuch a 
Softnefs of them as eafily admitted of the Probe 
being paffed into their very Subftance. From 
thefe Circumftances it was thought neceflary 
to cut off the Arm, which was done above 
the Elbow, a little above the enlargement of 
the Bones. After the Amputation. of the Limb, 
pieces of Agaric were applied to the Mouths 
of the divided Arteries, together. with the Lint, 
€c.as ufual. The Tourniquet Ligature was 
kept moderately tight upon the Arm for ten 
Minutes after the Operation; at the expiration 
of that time, the Ligature was let quite loofe: 
There was no difcharge of Blood from.the 
Wound. 

THE Patient was drefiled sits fourths Day 
after the Operation, when the whole of the 
Agaric was removed, and no bad Symptom, or 
lofs of. Blood followed. The Wound was 
well in eight Weeks, and. the. Patient, foon 


after his Recovery, returned home. in good 
Health, | 
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Of an Amputation of the Arm above the El. 


. bow, where the wari was applied: with 
Succes. 


R.dged ‘3° 'Y¥ wie “was ficted “with a 

° Difeafe of the Elbow- Joint,. attended 
with Symptoms fo fimilar to thofe | attendant 
upon the preceding Cafe of FC, page 


- 
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34.3, as to make it unneceflary to fay any | 


more than’ that, forthe fame Reafons as are 
there afligned, it was thought advifeable to Am- 
putate the Limb; which was done in Fuly, 1705 
at a fmall diftance above the Condyles. of 
the Os Humeri. After the Amputation was 
finifhed; bits of Agaric were applied to the 
Mouths of the Arteries, which were fecured on 
as ‘tfual: There was no Bleeding enfued, and 
the Patient went very well on for four Weeks. 
But being extremely weak and emaciated, before 


the Operation, the Patient from this time began. 


daily to decline, and at the end of fix Weeks 
the Patient died, but not before the Wound 
Was MPA the point of being healed. 


CASE 
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of an Amputation of the Leg below the Knee, 
attended with fingular Circumftances, where the 


ae fatled of jittel}e. 


R. U. a Boy of fix Years. and an. half old, 
* had for fome time been difeafed with 


rat Scrophulous Tumour of the Ankle-Joint of 


his left Leg attended with a Caries of the in- 
ferior extremities of the Tzéra, the Fibula, and 
the Bones of the upper part of that Foot: 
the Difcharge from the Wounds was-very great, 


‘and: its Confiftence oily; it tinged: the Dref- 
fings with a blackifh Colour, and was offenfive 
to the Smell. On the twenty-firft of February 


1755, the Patient was admitted »into the 
Hofpital under my Care, where he continued 


for’ twelve’ Months without receiving any Be-? 


néfit, but’on the contrary g grew worles his Leg 
gradually ‘wafted away, his “Appetite ‘fell off, 


and the Patient could reft but: little; on ‘this 
“aecount the Amputation of the Leg: below the 


Knee was recommended, and put in‘ practice: 
tees ey CTeEe:) The 
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The Agaric was were to the Veflels as de- 
feribed; in» the. preceding. Cates; the Tourni- 
quet ‘Ligature was kept upon the lower part 
of the Thigh for about ten Minutes after the 
Operation ; the Patient had a very flight degree 
of fymptomatic Fever, and every thing went 
happily on. until the third Day, when the Boy 
unfortunately received a Blow from a large 
piece of Wood that fell upon the Stump; 
this Accident brought on a bleeding of ‘the 
Wound, but by a gentle Compreffion being 
made with a frefh Roller that was applied 
upon thofe Dreffings which were at firft made 
ufe of, the Bleeding ftopped, and fo’remained 
until two Days afterwards ; when all the Dref- 
fings were removed with the feveral pieces of 
Agaric that I:might examine into the appearance 
-of the Wound: Soon-after the removal of the 
vhits of Agaric, the principal Arteries bled very 
freely; to wit, the Tzdzalis Antica, Poflica, and 
‘Peronea, though in a fmall and contracted 
€Tiream: As Thad no frefh Agaric at Hand I 
tied the Vefiels »and afterwards covered >the 
«whole Surface of the Wound with Lint: that 
was firft dipt in Wheat-Flour... Ina very few 
Hours afterthe ‘Wound was drefled, the Boy 
ape of fevere Pain, accompanied with a 
att fymptomatie¢ 
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fymptomatic Fever: Two, Days. afterwards, 
there was a confiderable Quantity of thin Blood 
of a very pale, Colour, which difcharged from 
the Stump in a Stream; upon a removal of 
the Roller and Dreffings, the Blood appeared 
to ooze. from the greateft part of the Surface 
of the Wound, as though it had been {queezed 
through a foft Spunge; for this reafon I dreffed 
up the Wound with Lint dipt in hot Spirits 
of Turpentine, kept the ‘Tourniquet Ligature 
applied moderately tight upon the Thigh, and 
put the Boy into a courfe of the Peruvian 
Bark, .which was continued: for near three 
Weeks: For the firft fix or feven Days, the 
Patient took half a Drachm of the Powder. of 
Bark every three Hours: For the remaining 
part of the time the Patient took the fame 
Quantity once every fix Hours: Soon after the 
Patient began to take the Bark, the Difcharge 
from the Wound changed its Confiftence and 
Colour, till at length it acquired the appear- 
ance of a well digefted, white, and thick Mat- | 
ter; at the end of ten Weeks, the Wound was 
healed, and the Patient was difcharged with all 
the appearance of good Health, _ 
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REMARK, 


Bal al morbid Bleedings that fucceed an 
Operation, where I have been concerned, I 
have given the Bark with the greateft Succefs ; 
and I have fometimes ufed the Bark previous 
toan Operation as a means to prevent the pro- 
bability of a fucceeding Hemorrhage; which 
fo far as I can judge ‘of a Medicine taken as a 
preventive, has generally anfwered my expec- 
tation in thofe Habits of Body where'thé State 
of the Blood’ has been much impoverithed 
through a general Relaxation and Weaknefs of 
the Body, proceeding from a flow Fever, great 
and almoft continual Pain, want of Reft, and 
a profufe Difcharge. | 


CASE 
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Where. the Agaric was unfuccefsfully applied 
below the Knees after the Limbs were Am- 
putated. 


M. -H.a poor Woman of 44 Years of age 

* had been afflicted with a carious Ulcer 
of the internal and inferior extremity of the 
Tibia for near twenty Years. On the tenth 
of Odtober 1756, the Patient was put under 
my Care; the Difcharge from the Wound was 


- exceedingly great, its Confiftence oily, its 


Colour fomewhat black ; its Smell feetid ; the 


Pain the indured was intolerable: From theft 
feveral Caufes her Conftitution became much 
impaired. In hopes of faving the Patient’s life, 
which was judged to be in extreme danger, 


“it was thought advifeable for her to fubmit to. 


the lofs. of her Limb. The Operation was 
performed below the Knee on the eighteenth 


of the fame Month: Immediately after the | 
Amputation of the Leg, the Agaric was applied 
to the divided Arteries, with the Lint, Pledgit 


and Rollers as ufual: The Tourniquet Ligature 
oe es was 
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was kept moderately tight upon the Femoral 
Artery. for a quarter of an Hour: When the 
Ligature was let fo loofe as to have little or 
no degree of Preflure upon the Thigh: The 
Wound did not bleed for a quarter of an Hour 
after the flackening of ‘the Ligature, but at 
the end of that time an Hemorrhage came 
on: On this account, I tightened the Tourni- 
quet Ligature, removed the Dreflings, .and 
made. ufe of the crooked Needle and Ligature 
to the feveral principal Arteries : Soon after the 
Veflels were tied, the . Patient complained of 


exceflive pain, attended with frequent. Spafns. 
of the Limb; which Symptoms continued 
with - very little Intermiffion (notwithftanding 
the ufe of Opiates and fuch. other Mediemen, 
as were thought proper upon this Occafion) 


till the fourteenth Day after the. Operation, 


when the Patient began. to complain of .a Pain 


and ‘Sorenefs in the Mutcles of the Throat ; 


thefe Complaints were gradually fucceeded a | 
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an inability in the Action of thofe Mutcles | 


whofe ufes are to deprefs the lower Jaw, sto. 
wit, the Platyfma Mysides and. Digaftric Cus.01 : 
each fide,* and with a preeternatural Spafmodic 
Contragtion of thofe Matcles. which. ferve to. 


lift ABA the Lower Jaw, to wit, the ie remporalis, 


Mafe 7 
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Maffeter, Pterygoideus internus, and Prerygoi- 
deus externus on both fides. From the Mo- 
ment the Patient complained, I fufpected 
that the too often fatal Symptom of a lock’d 
Jaw. was approaching: To prevent which, ‘the 
fides and forepart of the Neck were covered 
with Blifters, and the Patient was recom- 
mended to the farther: Care of the ie Repeies, 


but unfuccefsfully. 


On the third Day after the Patient was 
attacked with this complaint in her Throat, 
her lower. Jaw became immoveably fixed, and 
the Night of the fame Day the Patient ex- 


ik 


Query. Is it not reafonable to fuppofe ne 
this fatal Symptom of a lock’d Jaw arofe from 
the Pain occafioned by the Strictures that were 
made by the Ligatures, and that the Recovery 
of this Patient might reafonably have been 
expected had there been no necefhity of having 
recourfe to the, fevere, but in this Inftance 
abfolutely neceflary, Method of ftopping the 
Hemorrhage by tying the Veflels? , 
Tuat the Pain immediately attendant upon 
and fubfequent to the feveral Strictures of the 


‘JExtremitics of the Veffels and neighbouring 


Nerves 


Cases m SuRGERY. 
Nerves were the principal, though not the only 
Caufe of this fatal Symptom feems probable. 

-TuaT the Symptom of a lock’d Jaw does 
fometimes arife from Fraétures of the Limb, 
Diflocations of the Joints, or from Wounds of 
the Lendinous and Ligamentous parts of the 
Body, where no Ligatures are applied, is well 
enough known to Men of Experience ; however 
it may be worth obferving that this cruel 
Symptom has not once occurred in the feveral 
Amputations where the Agaric has fucceeded 
under my Infpection ; that fuch Spafins as fol- 
low the ufe of the Needle and Ligature in a 
very fevere degree are very flight where the 
Bleeding has been ftopt by the application of 
the Agaric, and that the want of Succef 
arifing from a lofs of Blood has never once 
‘happened in the feveral Inftances where I 
have applied it. 

In Amputations of Breafts I have never as 
yet been under a neceflity of taking any other 
‘Method for ftopping the Blood but by the 
application of the Agaric fince I firft became 
acquainted with its Ufes, though I have often 
performed thefe Operations. It mutt therefore, 
under many Circumftances, be efteemed: an 
5 Aa useful 
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ufeful Remedy, notwithftanding in the larger 
Vefiels it too often’ proves infufficient: ~~ | 
I muit acknowledge after the repeated Ex- 


‘periments'which I have made with the Agaric 


upon ‘the Vefiels of amputated Limbs, I am 
convinced that’ this’ Method> of ftopping the 
flux of Blood isnot fo abfolutely to be de- 
pended upon as Thad good Reafon. to believe 
it might be, from the many fuccefsful Trials 
Thad made with it at the times I> publithed 


the firftt and fecond Editions of this {mall 
“Work; therefore I cannot now fo ftrongly 


tecommend it as I had- done before ‘it ever 


) failed me. 


Wuenever the Agaric has not anfwered 
my Expectation it has fhewed its Infufficiency 
within lefs than an Hour after it has been ap- 


-plied tothe Veffels; except in the Cafe of R. U, 


page 346, where the Bleeding of the Wound 
that énfued the'third Day after the Operation 
I think may be fairly attributed ‘to: the Blow 
which the Stump received. ’ In. our -Hofpitals 


it is always a Cuftom to leave.an able Perfon 
“upon the fot for a Night or two or-longer 
after any capital. Operation, let the ‘Method 
‘taken for ftaunching the Blood be by Ligatuse 
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or.otherwife ; becaufe it is very well known, 
that the fymptomatic Fever, fubfequent upon 
all painful: Operations, does encreafe the Ve- 
locity of the Circulation; for this Reafon, as 
wells on account of the .fudden check. the 
Blood meets with from the thortnefs of the 
principal Arteries after fo great a: Portion of 
them is taken.away, as is known to-be in. the 
Amputation of a Limb, the {maller collateral 
Veilels, become. forcibly .aéted, upon, | their 
Diametersare encreafed, anda fecond and third 
Hemorrhage very: often enfue; fo that the 
Pain being. the immediate Caufe. of the fymp- 
tomatic Fever, the Velocity of the Blood muft 
be, greater or leffer in proportion to the degree 
of Pain, that enfues; and confequently where 
the Agaric that has been applied upon the 
Arteries. is powerful enough to fucceed, a 
Bleeding. from the {maller Veflels will be lefs 
likely to happen, than where more painful 
Methods are taken for this purpofe. 

Besrpes the two Cafesof R.U. and M. H. See 
pages 346, 350; which have been particularly 
defcribed, three more Inftances of the failure of 
the Agaricin Adults have occurred to my Ex- 
perience in Amputations of Legs below Knee. 
In all thefe Cafes except that of R. U. it is 
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but juft to obferve that the Agaric which failed 
was of a very different Texture, and Appearance 
from that which I fo often fucceeded with. 

Tue Agaric that never failed me, except 
in the Cafe of R.U. page 346, had the ap- 
pearance of foft Leather, with a Pile upon its 
Surface fomething like Velvet. This Agaric was 
thin, pliant, and capable of being adapted to, and 
retained upon the Mouths of the Veffels with 
very little trouble: The other Agaric was thick 
rough and hard; for thefe Reafons it was very 
difficultly adapted to the Vefiels, and very apt 
to flip from their Mouths when it was placed 
upon them. To thefe Caufes I think i its want 
of Succefs may be attributed. Whether the 
Agaric, when it has fucceeded, acts upon.the 
Veffels by Compreflion, whether it acts upon 
them asa Styptic or whether it acts ‘by 
choaking and ftopping up the Mouths of the 
Veffels, is a Point difficult to be afcertained ; 
probably all thefe Powers may have: contributed 


to the Effects it has fo often produced. : 


' "To the feveral Cafes I have given, in whith 
{ have ufed the Agaric with Succefs, Ivcould 
add many more, but as I'am. unwilling “to 
appear partial in my Accounts, I fhall finith 
with declaring itis not ay Intention to amuf- 
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lead, or perfuade Practitioners to follow any 
Method they difapprove of ; it is fufficient for 
me to give an ingenuous Account of the Ex- 
periments I have. made, which I will take 
upon me to fay I have faithfully done in every 
paffage of this {mall Work; for the Veracity 
of which h there are a great many wee can 
teftify saat were prefent at thefe Operations, 
and very y diligently attended. to the Event. of 
them. : 
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Of an Amputation of the Leg below Kuee, 
where the Agaric was unfucce/sfully applied. 


‘ZL. a young Man. 24 Years of age, on 

* the eighteenth of Ofober, 1759, had his 
Leg amputated below Knee on account of a 
large Ulcer, attended with a Caries of a con- 
fiderable Portion of the whole fubftance of the 
Tilia, and Fibula. The Sore, which took its 
rife from an Ague and Fever, had been of 
about five Years ftanding ; there was fo confi- 
‘derable a Lofs of Subftance of the Intezuments, 
gue and Periofteum of the difeafed Bones, 
Aa 3 and 
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and the Difcharge from the Wound ‘was- fo. 
ereat, attended with exteflive Pain, a lofs of 
Appetite, and a wafting away of the whole 
Body, as rendered it advifeable for the Patient 
to fubmit'to this Operation. 

oArrer’ the Limb was cut off, bits of Aga- 
ric were applied to the Mouths of the three 
ptincipal Arteries of the Stump; to wit, the 
Arteria Tibialis antica, Tibialis Pofttca, and 
Peronea. 

Over the Agaric doffils of Lint were ap- 
plied, the reft of the Wound was covered 
with dry Lint only; upon which were ap- 
plied a Pledgit and Comprefs of foft Tow as 
uae 4 
’ Tue Tourniquet Ligature was kept mode- 
rately tight upon the Thigh for a quarter of 
an Hour; at the end of that time it was let 
quite loofe.. | ol 

_In a few Minutes after the loofening of the 
Ligature, the Wound bled. ‘Seeing this, the 
Ligature was tightened ‘for. feveral ‘Minutes, 
and then it was let loofe again upon which 
the Bleeding returned. — 

For, this .Reafon the Dreffings were re- 
moved from the Wound, that it might be 


known from whence the Blood. flowed, which 
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it appeared, to. do from. the Arteria Tibialis 
antica; from the Mouth of that Vedlel the 
Agaric had flipped, but. the other two princi- 
pal Arteries of the Stump, to wit, the Arteria 
Tibialis poftica and. Perenea, ditcharged’ no 
Blood at all tili the bits of Agaric were taken 
away, when the Needle and Ligature were 
made ule of: The bits. of Agaric that were 
removed from the Tidialis. poftica and Peronza 
{tuck very clofe to the Parts, and required 
fome force to remove them. Ever fince the 
Operation, . which is now thirty Days, the 
young Man has been tormented with very 
frequent, and fevere Spafms of the Stump; 
and the Patient has continually complained, of 
that common, but unaccountable Senfation of 
twitchings, and pains in the Limb (particularly 
in the old Wound and in his Toes). which 
has been fo long removed from his Body. 


N.B. This is one of the Cafes already 
taken notice of amoneft thofe where the Agaric 
‘has been faid to be unfuccefsful. See the Cafe 
of M. H. page 350. 


IN. B. This Patient went on with ‘dood 
profpect of doing well till the fifth Week 
eae the Operation, when he was “feized 
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with a Pain in his. Breaft and Fever, which 


feem to threaten the greateft Danger.. 


pl tb he allied clin leita: Yeradint ills ellect a ilies vane oss least caine aes | 
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Of an Amputation of a Breaf where the Agaric 
was fuccefsfully applied. — 


iD W. 64, Years of age, a Woman of a thin 

* habit of Body, was according to her 
own Account attacked with a Tumour in her 
left Breaft about eight Years ago. 


Upon the firft appearance of the Difeafe, 


and for fomewhat more than feven Years after, 


the Patient difcovered the Swelling, fhe. had 
but little uneafinefs in the Part: Now and 
then fhe remembers to have felt fome flight 
pricking Pains in that Breatt. | ) 

Tue Patient has been fubjet to Hyfterical _ 
Complaints for thirty-fix Years, which arofe 
from a Weaknefs that happened in confequence * 
of a Lying-in. 

‘Wiruin the Iaft eight Months preceding 
the Operation, the Tumour encreafed very 

ee ase ~~ faft, 
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faft, and at length had arrived to a confiderable 
Size and Extent. | fol 

Tue whole of the Breaft had acquired a 
{chirrous and livid Appearance: There “was 
no Swelling, Hardnefs, or Difcolouration in 
the 4xil//a nor in any other part of her Body; 
(Circumftances abfolutely neceflary to be mi- 


nutely attended to before the Operation is 


determined upon) fo that, as far as could 
be known from any Enquiry I was able to 
make, the Difeafe was local. x1 

For this Reafon I recommended the Am- 
putation of the Breaft, to which the Patient 
readily aflented, and I performed the Operation 
on the twenty-third of O&sber 1759: After 
the Breaft was cut off, the Blood appeared 
to flow from four confiderable Arteries, the 
largeft of which was that Branch which was 
nearéft to the Axia, J applied bits of Agaric 
upon the Mouths of the four Arteries, and 
over the bits of Agaric I applied doffils of Lint 


as ufual. I then covered the whole of thefe 
Applications with a Pledgit of foft Tow fpread | 
with Ceratum album, and upon the Pledgit I 


applied a Comprefs of Tow; all of which 
I bound gently on with a F Jannel-Roller about 
four Inches broad and fix Yards long, having 
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firft. placed. a Bolfter of foft Tow under each 
Armpit, which fhould always be done to keep 
the Roller properly adapted to thefe Parts, and 
to prevent it from, being fo liable to flip as 
it. otherwife would be. The Flannel-Roller J 
think is preferable to a Linen one upon thefe 
Occafions, as Flannel is more warm than Linen, 
more pliant, and more agreeable to the Motions 
of the Trunk in the ats of Refpiration (It is 
for thefe. Reafons that I always. make ufe of 
a Flannel-Roller i in Fractures of the Ribs. 
.. For. fome Minutes after the Patient was 
drefied, aud in Bed, a {mall Difcharge of Blood 
oozed through the. Dreffings and Bandage, 
but this Ditcharge {topped without any, farther 
trouble, 

THE Patient’s Wound was drefied on the 


fourth Day after the Operation, .when all the 


Applications in general were removed: The 
Wound had a very defirable. Appearance, and 
difcharged a proper Quantity of Matter o 
little, ftained with Blood. Bias 

_From this time the Patient eee | bia 
pily on, and. is, ina fair way of being foon 
well. It.is. now fix Weeks fince the Sante 
tion was performed. 


ne 
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: Ir may be obferved from’ this Inftance, 
amongft others, that indurated Tumours of the 
Breaft, which have the Appearances of Schirri, 
do fometimes remain for many Years in an 
indolent ftate, without undergoing much altera- 
tion either in Size, Difcolouration or Pain, this 
T have known feveral times in young Women. 
From hence we may infer, that when this kind of 
Tumour is thus circumftanced, there is no necef- 
fity for proceeding haftily to the Extirpation of 
the Part: Occafional Bleedings, gentle Purges, 
and an ebftemious Diet with warmth, being all 
that is neceflary to be done for the Patient : But 
when the Cafe is very differently circumftanced, 
that is, when the Tumour encreafes faft, the 
Part becomies painful, together with or without 
a Difcolouration, of the Inteouments, it is then 
abfolutely advifeable for the Patient’ to fubnuit 
to the Extirpation as ‘foon as may be: Sup- 
pofing there fhould be no other Complaint that 
forbids ‘the Operation ; fince by injudicioufly 
deferring the Operation too long, it fornetimes 
becomes abfolutely improper on account of ai 
Adhefion of the Tumour to the’ Pefora! 
Mutcle and Ribs, 
Ad EXPL A- 
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Explanation of Prare I. See page 74, 


This Plate reprefents the Human Eye, and 
_ two Couching-Needles. 


A. The exact fize of the Couching-Necdle, 
| which I would recommend to be soa 
in this Operation. 

2 “The Couching-Needle paffed through the 
Coats of the Eye into the  pofterior 
Chamber, with the Blade of that Inftru- 
ment lying upon the Cataraé or difeafed 

 Ghriftalline Lens. This Needle is en- 

AR graved fhort enough to be capable of 

“being contained within the breadth of this 

Sheet.” 

: C. The Eye. 

D. The Cornea. 

E. The anterior Chamber of the Eye. 

F, The 


BRP AN RESON of the Pe eee er ) 
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G. G. The pofterior Chamber of the Bye 

H. H. The Procefits Ciliares, or potterior 
Lamina of the Iris. 


I. The Chriftalline Lens, or Humour. 


Fig. 1. The Selerotica. 
Fig. 2,’‘The external Lamina of the Chorotdes. 
Fig. 3. The internal Lamina of the Choroides. 
Fig. 4. The Tunica Retina. 


Fig. 5. The oblique Infertion of the Optic 
Nerve. 


All that Space betwixt the internal Surface 
of the Cornea and the Jris is called the anterior 
Chamber of the Eye. 

All that Space betwixt the. Jibs, and the 
Chriftalline Lens is called the potterior Cham- 
ber of the Eye. Both thefe Spaces are na- 
turally filled with the Htaneous ctagmegue of 
the Eye. 

That part of the Bye behind se Chryftalline 
is filled with. the Vztreous Humour, which on 


its anterior Part forms a Bed for containing 
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the Chry/falline Lens, 
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Explanation of Pr ATE IIT. Seep. rr4. | 


Tuis is an exact reprefentation of the Knife 
which I made ufe of for the Extirpation of 
the remarkable Tumour,.or enlarged. Ton/i/, 
fituated upon the Roof of the Mouth and in 
the Throat of ¥. M4. defcribed in Cafe XIII. 
page 107, the Circumftances attending this 
Enlargement are minutely related in the 
courfe of that Chapter. For this Inftrument I. 
profefs myfelf indebted to Mr. Betchier, the 
Senior Surgeon to Guy’s Hofpital, whofe Know- 
ledge, Integrity and Humanity in his Pro- 
feffion are fo well known to the World, as. to. 
render any. thing I can fay of this. Gentle-. 
man upon this Subje& quite unneceflary. 


Explanation of PL A TE IV. one Ports bs 


Prate the fourth exhibits the expanfion 
and thicknefs of the Coats with the internal 
Appearance of ‘the difeafed Femoral or Crural- 
fORerY of 20 deferibed: in Gafe XXIT pape 


I87OVSk 1: 50, 


ExPLANATION of the PLATE S:é 


150, after that Veflel was opened ag 
nally, and cleanfed of its Contents. ° tp 

Tue fame Drawing likewife cite 3 the 
Femoral or Crural Artery nearly. of its patural 
Size below the dilated Portion of that Veitch, 
with a Bougie through i it. 


Explanation of P LATE V. See p: 150. 


Prats five reprefents that Portion of the 


coagulated Blood which had acquired the Tex- 


ture rand Appearance of brown macerated Lea- 


ther. 
Tue middle and black Part of this Picture 
reprefents a remarkable Cavity or Calix, more 


than two Inches deep: In this hollow part 
a confiderable Quantity of coagulated Blood’ 


was depofited that had not as yet merit a 
firm and fibrous ‘Spibarande, 


Explanation ot 2 LATE ‘Ni. See Pp I 50, 


ssasrantaetesnastarnesns 


PLATE fix exhibits the Seitsvict part | af the. 
Os Femoris of F. YX. defcribed. in the preceding. 
ales with the Caries of that Bone, and the: 


{everal 


368 


EXPLANATION of the PLatEs, 


feveral fmall Exoftofes or Excreltenges alesady 
taken notice of, 
TueEseE Defects on the back part of the Bone 


Ivery readily difcovered by introducing my 


Fingers into the Incifion made through the 
upper part of the Tumour, and into its very 
Bady. 


NN. B. As the Size of this Plate is not fuf. 
ficiently large to admit of that Portion of the 
Bone which was fawed off, being drawn of 


its natural bulk and length, it may not be 
amifs to take notice, that the Bone meafured 


| eight Inches and three quarters, which explains 
- how much of the Limb was cut off in this 


Operation. 


A. Reprefents the amputated Portion of the 


Thigh-bone of °f. 7 after it was cleaned. 


 B.B. The Condyles of the Os Femoris. 


Cc. D. E. The Caries, and thofe feveral {mall 
Exoftofes or bony Excrefcences which ap- 
peared upon the Surface of the back part 

of this Bone in the courfe of the Linea 
afpera. 

F. The natural Cavity formed betwixt the 
Condyles of the Os Femorzs. 


ExpLANATION of the PLaTEs. 
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Explanation of Prate Vil. -See.p.157 


Pirate feven exhibits the pofterior Part of 
the Thigh-bone of the fecond Subje@t whom 
I have taken Notice of in Cafe XXII. p. 150. 

Tue Caries or Rottennefs of the pofterior 


Part of this Bone a little above and betwixt, 


its Condyles, was fo deep as to extend to 
and communicate with the raticular Plexus 
of the inferior Extremity of the Thigh- bone. 


THE part of the Vhigh-bone that was re- 
Sav CA | in this Operation. meafured feyen Inches 


and an half, 


A. Reprefents the amputated Prin oe ne Os 


Femoris of the above Pury after it 
was fawed off and cleaned. 

B. B. The Condyles of that Bote” | 

C.D. Thofe parts a little above and betwixt 
the Condyles which appeared very much 


decayed. 
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ROS AMS See 


Explanation of PLATE Vill, See p. 21). 


Fig, 1. Exhibits the Calculus taken Notice 
of in page 203, that was cut out of the 
Urethra of S. B. As the exact length and fize 
of this Stone are reprefented by this Figure; 
I think it unneceflary to give a written account 
of thefe Particulars: However, it may pro- 
bably give foyne {atisfaction to the curious, if 
I obferve, that this Stone weighed fix Drachms 
thirty-five Grains Avertupoife weight; that the 
longeft and fmalleft end of the Stone was 
fituated neareft to the Neck of the Bladder or 
Origin of the Urethra: That on the Surface of 
the Stone there are two long Grooves or Chan- 
nels, which are reprefented by the Streaks or 
Lines running on the fuperior parts of this 
Stone; thefe Grooves were formed by the 
Streams of Urine that were occafionally dif- 
charged from the Bladder; and furthermore 


it may’ be obferved that the whole fubftance of 


this Stone, (excepting its very Surface which 
was fomewhat rough, and from which there 


-arofe feveral Eminences) had an uniform, highly 


polifhed Appearance ; refembling in {moothnefs 
:. 
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a bit of polifhed Glafs, there being not the 

leaft marks of any diftint Lamine in the 

Structure and Conformation of this Stone. 
Tuts Stone was fituated in Perino. 


Query. Is it not probable that the generation 
of this Stone might originally have beeun in 
the Urethra, as the Patient does not remember 
ever to have had the leaft Complaint in his 
Loins, or.any part of his Bladder; or. is it 
more reafonable to fuppofe that this Stone was 
firft of all formed in the Urinary Bladder, 
from thence conveyed with the Stream of 
Urine, when very fmall, and lodged in the 
Urethra till it had arrived to this fize. 

ErTHER. of thefe Suppofitions to me 
appears reafonable. However, as Hipothefes 
of this kind are very dificultly afcertained, 
and as a Difcovery of the Fa@, could it be 
determinately made, would prove of very little 
Confequence in Practice, I fhall no longer dwell 
upon a Subject in which the Intereft of Mankind 
appears to me to be fo little concerned. 
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